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1. Cyberattack on Leelavathy for Gaza remark draws
flak
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2. Robert Redford, a cinema great in front of and behind
camera, dead
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3. China asks U.S. and Japan to withdraw Typhon
missile unveiled at military drill
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4. Kipyegon claims a record fourth title in 1,500m
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Cyberattack on Leelavathy
for Gaza remark draws flak

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Social media attack on ven-
erable Malayalam literary
critic and writer M. Leela-
vathy over her remarks on
“starving children of Gaza”
during her 98th birthday
last week has drawn wides-
pread condemnation.

Dr. Leelavathy had re-
portedly told a visitor on
her birthday that “she was
finding it hard to have food
thinking about starving
children with empty sto-
machs in Gaza”.

A vitriolic social media
onslaught began soon after
her remark was published
by an online outlet, which
later took down the report

M. Leelavathy

following the backlash
against Dr. Leelavathy.
Responding to the cyb-
erattack, Dr. Leelavathy on
Tuesday said, “Children
are just children,” and that
she saw them with “moth-
erly affection, no matter
which country they hail

from or what caste or reli-
gion they belong to.”

‘No politics behind it’
“There was no politics be-
hind it. During Onam in
2019, I only had porridge
after coming across news
about the starvation faced
by the children of Waya-
nad. Those who oppose
me are free to do so, and I
hold no grudge against
them. This is not the first
time I am facing such at-
tacks,” Dr. Leelavathy said.

Education Minister V. Si-
vankutty expressed soli-
darity with her through a
social media post, dubbing
her remarks about the chil-
dren in Gaza as “borne out
of her humanity”.

Cyberattack on Leelavathy for Gaza remark draws flak
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e Social media attack on venerable Malayalam literary critic and writer M. Leelavathy over
her remarks on “starving children of Gaza” during her 98th birthday last week has drawn
widespread condemnation.
fred gUd 31U 98d TR & SR “TITAlT & Y@ &’ R 1 7T [Cwult &l o UG
HaaTaH ARfa® e iR afaeT i, dtaradt R \rera Mfsar gaer gon, form
AU a1 b1 & e

o Dr. Leelavathy had reportedly told a visitor on her birthday that “she was finding it hard to
have food thinking about starving children with empty stomachs in Gaza”.

ST Ataradt 7 HRT dR IR 39+ e R T e ° Hel IT fas “Trer & \relt U Y@ st
& SR H Graax 3% o @M1 @HT GRed 81 8T 4Tl

e A vitriolic social media onslaught began soon after her remark was published by an online
outlet, which later took down the report following the backlash against Dr. Leelavathy.
3! fewuft &1 uep SifaTg = Nidd gRT USRI fbt oM & ¥ 918 U dig |ire difsar
AT Y& g3, o 1 ¥ ST dftaracdt o fIar iy & =rerd ger faar m

. Responding to the cyberattack, Dr. Leelavathy on Tuesday said, “Children are just
children,” and that she saw them with “motherly affection”, no matter which country they hail
from or what caste or religion they belong to.

AR &) AR FHA &I odd o gU ST daraet 3 &gl “5=f 99 9= 81d 8, 3R I8 I<
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‘No politics behind it’

o “There was no politics behind it. During Onam in 2019, | only had porridge after coming
across news about the starvation faced by the children of Wayanad. Those who oppose me
are free to do so, and | hold no grudge against them. This is not the first time | am facing such
attacks,” Dr. Leelavathy said.

g% U1 BS IoFT et 41 2019 ¥ SOrH SR, A7 Fad faTst @rs &t 99 77 TS
& T B YT B @aR ot | i AR R faRly AR g, awm&mw%\%ﬁ?ﬁ
Wuﬁ?&‘%ﬂﬂﬁr@?ﬁl Ig UGl IR -Tel & oId H U g0l BT YH-T HR a1 §,” BT
Heradt 3 &arl

o Education Minister V. Sivankutty expressed solidarity with her through a social media
post, dubbing her remarks about the children in Gaza as “bome out of her humanity”.

Rrem w=R & Ryaaep) 3 Qivra MEar v & Aoy I 376 Ufd Theear ad $i 3R =T
& Tl & TR H ITD! ISR BT “ITep! HHadT I ITSi” IR |

Mundanat Leelavathy

e Born 16 September 1927 in Kottappadi, Thrissur district (then part of Malabar, Madras
State).

e Malayalam writer, literary critic, and educationist.

o Taught in several colleges in Kerala; retired as Principal of Government Brennen
College, Thalassery.
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e Authored over 60 books including literary criticism, essays, studies, and translations.

Literary Works / Notable Books

Some representative works:

Title Genre / Description

Varnaraji Collection of literary studies and critical essays analysing works of
prominent Malayalam writers.

Kavitadhwani Critical work (studies in Malayalam literary criticism) — earned wide
recognition.

Other works  Include translations, essays, and studies on Malayalam poetry and
criticism.

Major Awards & Honours

M. Leelavathy has received numerous prestigious awards:

Year Award For / Notes
1978 Odakkuzhal Award For Varnaraji

1980 Kerala Sahitya Akademi Literary Criticism — for Varnaraji
Award

1986 Sahitya Akademi Award For Kavitadhwani (critical study)

2008 Padma Shri Civilian honour for contributions to literature and
education
2010 Ezhuthachan Highest literary honour given by the Kerala
Puraskaram government for literary excellence
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2021 Sahitya Akademi Fellowship awarded to writers of outstanding merit
Fellowship

Sahitya Akademi Award

AR PIGHT [REDPIR

* The Sahitya Akademi Award is a prestigious literary honour in India.

- A APIeH REPR URd § T Uidia Afefrs Iwmm g

« It is annually conferred by the Sahitya Akademi, India's National Academy of Letters.

- T W SrpTeHl, S HRE F1 I AR W1 &, SR1 8% Y Wer faa S 3|

» The award is given to writers of the most outstanding books of literary merit.

- T8 THR JadAg A1 AT Turawn arell Geas! & ageh! &l o STl 8 |

* Books published in any of the 22 languages of the 8th Schedule to the Indian Constitution, as well as

in English and Rajasthani, are eligible.

ﬁ;’s'gw%r{ YR Sfaer ot sdt SRt # Yt 22 yrwrsi, Siiell, SR IeeuT=it & UaiRid qxad! &t
EIGIN

Establishment and Prize Details

RITYAT 3R REPR faazur

* The Sahitya Akademi Award was established in 1954.
- AT SBIGH TREPR B! RITYT 1954 T HI 1T ot

* The award comprises a plaque and a cash prize of ¥ 1,00,000.

- 39 DR J TP Y& ufgent 3R 2 1,00,000 AHE AR U & Sk |

* The primary objective of the award is to recognise and promote excellence in Indian writing and
acknowledge new literary trends.

éwwwwmmmﬁmﬁmﬁm#mmﬁmh
I

Selection and Design

9 ufshar 3R fewrsa

» The awardees are selected through an annual process covering books published in the preceding
twelve months.

- 78 R fUaa 12 T8 o yaiiRia [Ras! & fau arftfe uftkar & arerm 9 ueH foar S 8|

* The plaque awarded by the Sahitya Akademi was designed by Indian filmmaker Satyajit Ray.

- AT BTG FRT S 1 aredt URIRKT Ufg T o1 fEarg=T uRdg fren fmfar awsfta ¥ = dar oo an
* Earlier, the plaque was sometimes made of marble, but this was discontinued due to its excessive
weight.

- Ugd I8 UfEeT HITHRAR &1 418 ! 2t AfpT 3ifres HR & HRUI 38 dg o fogr |

* During the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965, the plaque was substituted with national savings bonds.

- 1965 P HRA-UIFPEI T& S TR, TR UfET & RIM TR P9 g9 Fis Ay 10 4|
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LOS ANGELES Robert Redford, a

. ; ; cinema great in front of
Robert Redford, a cinema greatin ;4 pehind camera,

front of and behind camera, dead  dead
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e Cinema legend Robert Redford, a
screen great both in front of and
behind the camera whose career
spanned six decades, died early on
Tuesday morning at his home in Utah.

AT & fowe e ISHIS, ol P &
R, v I SR A e o
h ST BRI B ST db T AT, BT

Clne.ma legend Robert Redford, a screen grgat bothin frc?nt of and HIAAR a8 % e R TR & e
behind the camera whose career spanned six decades, died early on i

Tuesday morning at his home in Utah. He was 89. Redford died in

e He was 89.

his sleep. He is also credited with co-founding the flagship J89 ¥ ¥ I
Sundance festival for aspiring independent filmmakers. AFp  Redford died in his sleep.
IEWIS &1 e g A garm

e He is also credited with co-founding the flagship Sundance festival for aspiring
independent filmmakers.
an?mﬁwwmﬁ$mmmmﬁwmmm o7 ot e
PRA G|
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China asks U.S. and Japan to withdraw
Typhon missile unvelied at military drill

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

China urged Tokyo and
Washington on Tuesday to
withdraw the U.S.-deve-
loped Typhon missile sys-
tem, after it was unveiled
in Japan for the first time
during joint military
exercises.

Japan and the U.S. be-
gan the “Resolute Dragon”
military drills on Thursday,
and they will last until Sep-
tember 25, Tokyo’s De-
fence Ministry said on X.

Japan’s  Self-Defence
Forces confirmed that the
missile system had been
showcased for the first
time in the country over
the course of the exercises,
though it said the weapon
would not be fired.

Beijing’s Foreign Minis-
try on Tuesday called on

The Typhon, a ground -launched mnssnle system, on display as part
of Exercise Resolute Dragon in Japan on Monday. REUTERS

the U.S. and Japan to
“promptly withdraw” the
missile system.

“The U.S. and Japan, dis-
regarding China’s solemn
concerns, have insisted on
deploying the Typhon mid-
range missile system in Ja-
pan under the pretext of
joint exercises,” spokes-
man Lin Jian saidat a regu-

lar briefing. “China ex-
presses strong
dissatisfaction and firm op-
position to this,” he added.

The U.S. Typhon missile
system is part of the Ar-
my’s long-range precision
strike “modernisation
portfolio”, according to an
April report.

The system “leverages

existing  Raytheon-pro-
duced SM-6 missiles and
Raytheon-produced Toma-
hawk cruise missiles and
modifies them for ground
launch”, it added.

It is “a truck-based, trail-
er-loaded system that is
able to be employed
throughout rugged and
austere positions”, U.S. Co-
lonel Wade Germann told
reporters Monday at an air
station in the Japanese city
of Iwakuni.

“The deterrent against
armed attacks can be en-
hanced as the security en-
vironment surrounding Ja-
pan becomes increasingly
severe,” a spokesperson
for Japan’s Self-Defence
Forces said.

Typhon was deployed in
the northern Philippines in
2024 for annual joint
exercises.

China asks U.S. and Japan to withdraw Typhon missile
unveiled at military drill

I A AT 3R SITuT | A= 3Ty A Ui st
ffrarsd 9ug @1 &1 el

e China urged Tokyo and Washington on Tuesday to withdraw the U.S. developed Typhon
missile system, after it was unveiled in Japan for the first time during joint military

exercises.

I A HTAAR $1 SN SR aiRive ¥ SAfeT gRT e fid ersw- frage yomedt &t
UG A HT 3T o, S 32 Ygad W= 3Ngrg & SR ST B ugelt R UeRia favar mn

e Japan and the U.S. began the “Resolute Dragon” military drills on Thursday, and they will
last until September 25, Tokyo’s Defence Ministry said on X.

WU 3R SRS A “Yeiiege

b Tl VT TSIl & &I TATAT A T IR gl
o Beijing’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday called on the U.S. and Japan to “promptly
withdraw” the missile system.

ST & faew waarer™ 3 HTeaaR & ST 3R ST I firarsd vl & =it araw |
P AEH b

ST =T 3T $T YF3HTI THAR B Bt 3R T 25 Rydaw
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“The U.S. and Japan, disregarding China’s solemn concerns, have insisted on deploying
the Typhon mid-range missile system in Japan under the pretext of joint exercises,”
spokesman Lin Jian said at a regular briefing. “China expresses strong dissatisfaction
and firm opposmon to this,” he added.

uawﬁﬂ 3 Praftrd St B P, “ardfkeT iR ST, 99 &) ek Riarei o
amm%a?ﬁemﬁswmmﬁwﬁﬁqﬁaﬂﬁ

uwhﬁﬂ%%l”g ST, <M § UR NI Sy 3R FST faRiY e drar g1

The U.S.” Typhon mlssne system is part of the Army’s long-range precision strike

modernisation portfolio, according to an April report.

e 3t i & 3R, SAR®T 3t ergw= fRaTga yomrelt 991 & @dl gt & udl® gua

F MYBIHT UBITra o1 g ¢ |

The system “leverages existing Raytheon-produced SM-6 missiles and Raytheon-

produced Tomahawk cruise missiles and modifies them for ground launch”, it added.

fard o wer T fb ag vl Hieier IR gy fAffa waey- 6 FrTgal 3R IRGH gRT

ﬁﬁamwmmwm% 3R I ST AT & fore Tferd et |

It is “a truck-based, trailer-loaded system that is able to be employed throughout rugged

and austere positions”, U.S. Colonel Wade Germann told reporters Monday at an air
station in the Japanese city of Iwakuni.

IANS Fa I FTHT 7 FHAR S AU & FATH1 e & TP TIR €A R TAHRI
Wﬁ%q%’ TP TPH-HTUING, TER-ANSS WU & o Hfe SR g7iw &= & o fosar o
Hhdlgl”

“The deterrent against armed attacks can be enhanced as the security environment

surrounding Japan becomes increasingly severe,” a spokesperson for Japan’s Self-
Defence Forces said.

ST &) Aew-fEHH BRI & T Taadl 3 F8T, “ol8-old ST & SIRTUTH BT GREHT
gﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁ?ﬁlﬁ?mww%,mmavmmwmﬁmww
"

Typhon was deployed in the northern Philippines in 2024 for annual joint exercises.

TEH &1 2024 & I Freiidia & arftfer T enary & fore oHra fasan a1
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Kipyegon claims a record
fourth title in 1,500m

Kiwi Kerr wins high jump gold while Kushare finishes a creditable sixth; Tinch clinches the men’s
110m hurdles; Katzberg bags the hammer throw event with a new championship mark

e

‘patriotic [

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

ATHLETICS

Agence France-Presse
TOKYO

enya’s Faith Kipye-
Kgon produced a
trademark devas-

tating last lap to win an un-
precedented fourth World
women’s 1,500 metres title
in Tokyo on Tuesday.

The Kenyan, also three-
time Olympic champion
over the distance, timed
3min 52.15sec for another
gold to add to her incredi-
ble medal haul that gua-
rantees her place in the
pantheon of the very best
middle distance runners.

Her fourth World title
matched the record held
by Morocco’s Hicham El
Guerrouj, who won the
men’s event between 1997

Home alone: Kipyegon shot out to the front of the pack in what turned out to be a true

gun-to-tape performance. AP

Tyler Mason, who each

steeplechase on Monday.

Canada’s Ethan Katzb-

and 2003. Kipyegon’s timed personal bests of South Korea's Sanghyeok erg claimed a third global
teammate Dorcus Ewoi 13.08sec and 13.12sec  Woo claimed silver with a  hammer title in three years
took silver in 3:54.92, while  respectively. best of 2.34. Czech Jan Ste- with a massive 84.70m
Australian Jessica Hull Hamish Kerr claimed fela took bronze with 2.31  throw for a championship
claimed bronze (3:55.16). New Zealand’s secondgold on countback from Uk- record.

American Cordell Tinch  medalin twodayswhenhe raine's Oleh. India’s Sar- Germany’s Merlin Hum-

lived up to a fine season of
form to win the men’s

won the men’s high jump.
Olympic champion Kerr

vesh Kushare finished a
creditable sixth with a per-

mel took the silver with a
personal best of 82.77.

110m  hurdles. Tinch managed a best of 2.36m  sonal best of 2.28m,amere  Hungary’s Bence Halasz
clocked 12.99sec for gold for gold to follow upon Ge-  centimeter short of the na- added a third World
ahead of the Jamaican duo  ordie Beamish’s shock vic-  tional record set by Tejas- bronze to his collection
of Orlando Bennett and tory in the men's 3,000m  wini Shankar in 2018. with an effort of 82.69m.

Kipyegon claims a record fourth title in 1,500m

fPaATM= A 1,500 Hex A Nprs =iy fRara siar

Kiwi Kerr wins high jump gold while Kushare finishes a creditable sixth; Tinch
clinches the men’s 110m hurdles; Katzberg bags the hammer throw event with a new

= WRTE BT I U fovar; féa A goui
Bt 110 Wex TTUT GS Si<t; Feoradl = 2R At | =71 Rl fraie e man

championship mark

DI B A TS U BT XqUT Sildl STdd PR
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Kenya’s Faith Kipyegon produced a trademark devastating last lap to win an unprecedented
fourth World women’s 1,500 metres title in Tokyo on Tuesday.

=1 B BY FFPTAMT 3 3o UgaH arell TR 3N AU TR S § HITAdR &
3Aqd 9T fay wifge 1,500 wHex f&ara sl

The Kenyan, also three-time Olympic champion over the distance, timed 3min 52.15sec
for another gold to add to her incredible medal haul that guarantees her place in the
pantheon of the very best middle distance runners.

I8 ST fRAere), o 39 ¢ R 9 9R &1 siicifte g 1 €, 7 3 firFie 52.15 Adbs &1
wﬁmwﬁvwﬁmﬁﬂmaﬁ? 3T SgYd UeHh U8 | oiiel, fore a8 qd9s aed gt
YTaPI § YA 51 TR |
Her fourth World title matched the record held by Morocco’s Hicham El Guerrouj, who
won the men’s event between 1997 and 2003.

I961 YT Ay e AT & g va N & Repls /e 7, g 1997 iR
2003 & o9 T30 o1 el i ot

Kipyegon’s teammate Dorcus Ewoi took silver in 3:54.92, while Australian Jessica Hull

claimed bronze (3:55.16

= 3t 31%331%%5492%%%12{%@% Safds SiReferT
ST §4 A 3:55.16 T HIE UG Sildl|

American Cordell Tinch lived up to a fine season of form to win the men’s 110m hurdles.

IANS Pisa f&a 7 JgH oM TS & IR THul Bt 110 Hiex q1UT €I S|

Tinch clocked 12.99sec for gold ahead of the Jamaican duo of Orlando Bennett and Tyler
Mason, who each timed personal bests of 13.08sec and 13.12sec respectively.
f&a 7 12.90 Vs & Wl ygw Siiar, Tafe wRSBT & ARAST 99¢ IR TR W A HI:
13.08 VHS 3N 13.12 AHS BT Ao Td Ga9T TH fer|

Hamish Kerr claimed New Zealand’s second gold medal in two days when he won the
men’s high jump.
%Mhﬁwﬁﬁmmﬁwwﬁﬁawaﬁﬁﬁmwﬁmm|

Olympic champion Kerr managed a best of 2.36m for gold to follow up on Geordie
Beamish’s shock victory in the men's 3,000m steeplechase on Monday.
SiYeifte ST Y 3 2.36 Wex P TINT ST TG T Ggeh S, off FHAR B S
T o gl B 3,000 Hex Reuaast & s Sid & aie Sl

South Korea's Sanghyeok Woo claimed silver with a best of 2.34m.

Sf&0T I & FITTRIS g 7 2.34 HWiex & JA9F TN & WY IoTd UG o

Czech Jan Stefela took bronze with 2.31 on countback from Ukraine's Oleh.

A TURTST & T R AT - gobT & AT B HIScad B g 2.31 WX & I Hi
UGS Sl

India’s Sarvesh Kushare finished a creditable sixth with a personal best of 2.28m, a mere
centimeter short of the national record set by Tejaswini Shankar in 2018.

YRA & A PR  2.28 Hex & sAfcaira G4 We=[ & T WE-1 ToT R U
fosar, St 2018 | ATt TP gRT 1T 1Y AP NP1 ¥ 171 T WtHiex w1 Ul
Canada’s Ethan Katzberg claimed a third global hammer title in three years with a
massive 84.70m throw for a championship record.

PHTST b SUT HeoTait - 84.70 Hiex & YFER 1 & Y & Iuf | T affe g
fRrTa ok Te AR RS s
Germany’s Merlin Hummel took the silver with a personal best of 82.77.

it & uftiT ggwa A 82.77 Wex & aafdard Td9g ueH & Iy I Ug® S

Hungary’s Bence Halasz added a third World bronze to his collection with an effort of
82.69m.

TR & 99 SAT - 82.69 HieX & TN ¥ U WU H W1 f9Y Hig s Sial|
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GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography
TOPICS COVERED 17 September 2025

1. Sabarimala again in spotlight as Sangamam stirs
political pot
gafATar fie & gl &, Ty A IeHifae Aeia
TIRHATTT

2. 18 stranded on river island rescued in A.P.

3 g wr H A< €U U B 18 AN ) =TT T

3. Stage set for raising height of Karnataka’s Almatti
dam

Picd & MAHS! Y BI HATS g1 DI daRt Tt
4. ‘Judicial experimentalism’ versus the right to justice
TS TANTare’ S99 <1 $T ISR
5. QUIZ
6. Ancient Asians mummified dead before Egyptians

U TiRrarg a3 el | ugd gasi &1
HH RO
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Vibrant dancers

<

In sync: Members of the Raj Gond tribe from Adilabad district of Telangana rehearsing Gussadi dance for the 78th Hyderabad Liberation Day
celebrations to be held on Wednesday. NAGARA GOPAL

Members of the Raj Gond tribe from Adilabad district of Telangana rehearsing Gussadi
dance for the 78th Hyderabad Liberation Day celebrations to be held on Wednesday.

Raj Gond Tribe
e The Raj Gonds are the largest tribal group among the Gonds, one of the most prominent
Adivasi communities of Central India.
e The word “Gond” comes from the Telugu word Konda meaning hill, reflecting their
settlement in forested hilly areas.
e They are classified as Scheduled Tribes (STs) under the Constitution of India.
Geographical Distribution
e Mainly found in:
o Madhya Pradesh (MP) - largest population of Gonds.
Chhattisgarh.
Maharashtra (Vidarbha region).
Odisha.
Smaller presence in Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar.
o The Raj Gonds are particularly concentrated in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

O O O O
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Social Structure
o Traditionally organized into clans and lineages, each with totems (animals, plants, natural
elements).
o Practiced endogamy within the tribe but exogamy within clans.
e Historically had their own ruling chiefs; some Raj Gond rulers established powerful
kingdoms.
Historical Importance
e The Raj Gonds established the Gondwana Kingdoms in Central India (14th—18th
centuries).
e Important Gond rulers:
o Sangram Shah (r. 1480-1541) — expanded the Gond kingdom in Garha-Mandla
(Madhya Pradesh).
o Rani Durgavati (1524-1564) — famous Raj Gond queen, fought against Mughal
Emperor Akbar’s general Asaf Khan. She is celebrated as a symbol of resistance
and valour.
o Their kingdoms were later absorbed into the Mughal and Maratha empires.

Hyderabad Liberation Day

o Princely State of Hyderabad:
* Before Independence, Hyderabad was the largest princely state in India, ruled by the
Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan.
* The Nizam wanted Hyderabad to remain independent after 15 August 1947, instead of
joining India or Pakistan.
» Hyderabad had a diverse population: Hindus were the majority, but the ruling elite and
administration were dominated by Muslims loyal to the Nizam.

o Standstill Agreement (29 November 1947):
» Hyderabad signed this agreement with India to maintain the status quo for one year, while
discussions about its final status continued.

o Internal Situation:
* The Nizam’s government supported the Razakars, a private militia led by Qasim Razvi.
» Razakars committed violence, intimidation, and communal atrocities against the local
population, especially Hindus.

Police Action (Operation Polo)

e Date: 13—17 September 1948.

e Operation Polo: The Indian Army carried out a military operation under Home Minister
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Army Chief General J.N. Chaudhuri.

e Result: In five days, the Nizam’s forces and Razakars surrendered.

e 17 September 1948: Hyderabad was formally integrated into the Indian Union.

e The day is celebrated as Hyderabad Liberation Day.
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Season starter

An Indonesian farmer prays with offerings during the traditional “Labuh Sawah” ritual, a Javanese ceremony to start the rice planting
season in Seyegan in Yogyakarta on Tuesday. AFP

An Indonesian farmer prays with offerings during the traditional “Labuh Sawah” ritual, a
Javanese ceremony to start the rice planting season in Seyegan in Yogyakarta on Tuesday
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Sabarimala again in spotlight as Sangamam stirs political pot

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sabarimala master plan,
spiritual  tourism, and

{ECNMEAMOMMMMNNNNRE o\ i management. But

The Hindu Bureau
PATHANAMTHITTA

The Kerala High Court may
have cleared the way, but
uncertainty still looms ov-
er the Travancore Devas-
wom Board’s (TDB) ‘Global
Ayyappa Sangamam’ on
the banks of the Pampa riv-
er on September 20.

With the Supreme Court
set to urgently hear a fresh
challenge, what was meant
to be a grand devotional
conclave is quickly turning
into Kerala’s hottest politi-
cal flashpoint. Officially,
the Sangamam marks the
platinum jubilee to project
Sabarimala as a ‘Global Pil-
grimage Centre’, drawing
over 3,000 devotees from
across the world. Spread
across three venues, it pro-
mises discussions on the

beyond ceremony, the con-
clave has reignited the pol-
itical wrangling over Saba-
rimala, one of Kerala’s
fiercest battlegrounds.

Timing fuels suspicion
With local body polls ap-
proaching and the As-
sembly election on the ho-
rizon, suspicions of a
political agenda are inevit-
able. The Congress-led Un-
ited Democratic Front has
accused the ruling Com-
munist Party of India (Mar-
xist) or CPI(M)-led Left De-
mocratic Front of
“hypocrisy”, pointing out
that cases filed against de-
votees during the 2018 wo-
men’s entry protests re-
main unresolved.

The Sangh Parivar,
meanwhile, has criticised
the event as an attempt to

The Global Ayyappa Sangamam, which will be held on September

20, has drawn criticism from the Opposition parties . FILE PHOTO

politicise the temple, rais-
ing objections to corporate
sponsorships and ‘privi-
lege cards’ for donors. Un-
like in 2018 when the Su-
preme Court’s verdict on
women’s entry triggered a
storm of protests, the
Sangh Parivar has strug-
gled to revive that wave of
outrage. Instead, it has an-
nounced a parallel summit

in Pandalam, a township
central to Ayyappa lore.
Whether it can match the
scale or visibility of the
Sangamam remains to be
seen.

The State government
insists it is merely a facilita-
tor. Yet, the decision to
have Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan inaugurate the
conclave has undermined

that claim. Critics seeitasa
strategic bid to encroach
on Hindu voters, tradition-
ally a BJP stronghold.

Development vs reality
While the Sangamam
makes tall promises of de-
velopment, the scope for
fresh initiatives is limited.
The Sabarimala master
plan has already been vet-
ted by the Supreme Court
and the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests.
What the event may ulti-
mately deliver is less on de-
velopment and more on re-
calibrating  community
equations.

A notable shift is the
Nair Service Society’s
(NSS) softened stance.
Once vocal against wo-
men’s entry, the NSS has
agreed to send a represen-
tative so long as the event
avoids politicisation and
customs of the shrine re-

main intact. The CPI(M)
views this as a dividend of
its years-long behind-the-
scenes outreach to the
community.

The real suspense lies in
Pandalam. The royal fami-
ly, custodians of Ayyappa
lore, has stayed silent.
Their stance is crucial as in
2018, their fierce opposi-
tion to women'’s entry bol-
stered the Sangh Parivar’s
clout. Their current hesita-
tion leaves the Sangh an-
xious, and the Left quietly
optimistic.

The Sree Narayana
Dharma Paripalana Yo-
gam, by contrast, has been
openly supportive. Gener-
al secretary Vellappally Na-
tesan has endorsed the
Sangamam’s vision of mak-
ing Sabarimala an interna-
tional hub. In Kerala, few
platforms carry the sym-
bolic and electoral heft of
Ayyappa’s shrine.

Sabarimala again in spotlight as Sangamam stirs political
pot
gafaTar iy & gieal §, S 1 Jeifae aete Ryamr

The Kerala High Court may have cleared the way, but uncertainty still looms over the
Travancore Devaswom Board’s (TDB) ‘Global Ayyappa Sangamam’ on the banks of the
Pampa river on September 20.

HIA BTS PIC 1 HA B IR 1% B 31 81, Afp1 20 RydeR &1 gur At & fHR g1 ardt

ATAUIHR ¢aaH dIS (CrSia) & Taae AWl JHT & ddb) A snft +f s g2 31

With the Supreme Court set to urgently hear a fresh challenge, what was meant to be a
grand devotional conclave is quickly turning into Kerala’s hottest political flashpoint.

A BIé

GRT U ¢

T BT dhTel G- Bl JART F 1Y, S Th W
g8 doll § P BT a4 98T Ao faarg s=a1 S @13 |

1t TR T T

Officially, the Sangamam marks the platinum jubilee to project Sabarimala as a ‘Global
Pilgrimage Centre’, drawing over 3,000 devotees from across the world.

SMAHTRS U J, WA FT I AIRATAT &1 Y drferer & = o vgd Hd g

D] WfeTH Fael 7 €, forad gfhar 1R 3,000 [ S4RI% e A g

e Spread across three venues, it promises discussions on the Sabarimala master plan,
spiritual tourism, and crowd management.
g o RIFT UR ST 1T 3R 398 AaNATAT HRER W, seafdes e, sik ifis
WEY TR 791 &1 dral f6a1 T 5|

e But beyond ceremony, the conclave has reignited the political wrangling over Sabarimala,
one of Kerala’s fiercest battlegrounds.

AP 3T AT F R, Tg T ASRHTAT DI AP IeT-fdd H9Y ! R I HSHI @ 8,
S A P T 98 JUY &5 7 QT g
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Timing fuels suspicion
T WX g 9aT

With local body polls approaching and the Assembly election on the horizon, suspicions of a
political agenda are inevitable.

R e ga19 Todis 3 3R AT 3919 & Rifas )R R & SR, Ieifas
TSl & TE arqﬁacf gl

The Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) has accused the ruling Communist
Party of India (Marxist) - CPI(M)-led Left Democratic Front (LDF) of “hypocrisy”, pointing
out that cases filed against devotees during the 2018 women'’s entry protests remain
unresolved.

FHY A a1 gATgeS SHIthied the (YIUW) 3 TReg YR HRIARe aref
wrRfard) - Wrdiemg (e Aqd I I AEdiRe it (TASTw) R “URES” &1 3RIY
T, U8 1 B gU fo 2018 Afgar wawr faRiy & SR ol & Raas oot ama et oft
NEN GRS

The Sangh Parivar, meanwhile, has criticised the event as an attempt to politicise the
temple raising objections to corporate sponsorships and ‘privilege cards’ for donors.

T 9, WY UlRaR 7 59 SIS St S{TAraT HRd gU 39 HieR BT IS A®H0T B &
T ST sﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁ%%ﬁ feas #18 W smufi A

Unlike in 2018 when the Supreme Court’s verdict on women’s entry triggered a storm of
protests the Sangh Parivar has struggled to revive that wave of outrage.

2018 o 59 GftH 1< o1 Afgarsi & yawr i e foRly & e & 31 o1, 39& faudid,
Y URAR I ATHI &1 TR Bl O I o o T e @7 ]

Instead, it has announced a parallel summit in Pandalam, a township central to Ayyappa
lore.

S SO, SU- USTAH § TS FHMIGR TR &1 9901 S g, Sl ST IRWRT Bl 6% 5 |
Whether it can match the scale or visibility of the Sangamam remains to be seen.

1 g8 TIHH & UM I7 2201 P RIS R bl €, TS o1 b1 B |

The State government insists it is merely a facilitator.

g PR &1 He-l & b 98 R b Jfaer uern 2|

Yet, the decision to have Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurate the conclave has
undermined that claim.

o5 oft, T %1 Igured e fUmRTE fasrae gR1 avam & Fofa 3 39 g & FHeIR
> fear g
Critics see it as a strategic bid to encroach on Hindu voters, traditionally a BJP
stronghold.
3 3 feg Hagrarsi U HeaT e B UFIfad I1d T €, S IRURS =0 I yTeTdT
Caki A
The CPI(M) views this as a dividend of its years-long behind-the-scenes outreach to the
community.
Hrftamg (o) 38 IgeE & 1Y auf J U & N foT e vt &1 ary T g
The real suspense lies in Pandalam.

T gsTaH B g
The royal family, custodians of Ayyappa lore, has stayed silent.
ST TWURT & W& WMe URER = ot iy T 5|
Their stance is crucial as in 2018, their fierce opposition to women’s entry bolstered the
Sangh Parivar’s clout.
DT $W He@qul § Fiifes 2018 T, Afgansi & wasr & ufa 37 vad foRiy 3 wa ufarR &
WHTT 1 Holqg faar Tl
Their current hesitation leaves the San anX|ous and the Left quietly optimistic.
3! g fgafdaree wa & ffad &gﬁ? FIN U R
The Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) by contrast, has been openly
supportive.

9% faudta, oft ARTar enf ufvurerEr o (EEEEaEt) Waer gada R @R
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e General secretary Vellappally Natesan has endorsed the Sangamam'’s vision of making
Sabarimala an international hub.

ACHA 7 WA & FARAT DI T SHTRIY Hg S & VDI Pl
T fpar g

¢ In Kerala, few platforms carry the symbolic and electoral heft of Ayyappa’s shrine.

YA T, o g Hd ¢ orw Srgu F TR &1 Uelidmiat® SR AT Hed g |

Development vs reality

oo a9 arafaear
o While the Sangamam makes tall promises of development, the scope for fresh initiatives is
limited.

TE! WTHH AT & I9-§8 dI¢ IR 361 &, To ¢ TN Bl Jors s HiHd |
¢ The Sabarimala master plan has already been vetted by the Supreme Court and the
Ministry of Environment and Forests.

wﬁm;nwwﬁugﬁﬁgﬂhﬁésﬁvwhweﬁ?ﬂmm&mﬁam
EiEcakd

o What the event may ultimately deliver is less on development and more on recalibrating
community equations.
g SIS 3ida: e § SareT argeria® THid o it gaugierd o3 IR dHisd gl gdbdl gl
e A notable shift is the Nair Service Society’s (NSS) softened stance.
TP ITGT Fead AR JfdT Hrgd) (EIUHEY) & R 3G H 871 T ¢ |
¢ Once vocal against women’s entry, the NSS has agreed to send a representative so long as
the event avoids politicisation and customs of the shrine remain intact.
T gy Afgamall & 7w & RIcp qER ¥6] TTCHEH 1 59 Td W Ui 96 W JgHfd
SIATS § fob ST H ISTITaeor 1 81 3R HiGR & IR o1 &1 a9 51 3 |
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Pampa River

* The Pampa River (also spelled Pamba) is the third longest river in Kerala (after Periyar and
Bharathapuzha).

* Originates in the Pulachimalai Hills (1,650 m) of the Western Ghats, in [dukki district, Kerala.
* Length: 176 km.

* Basin area: ~ 2,235 sq. km.

Course

* Flows through Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, and Kottayam districts.

* Major towns on its banks: Ranni, Kozhencherry, Chengannur, Kuttanad.
* Empties into Vembanad Lake, the longest lake in India.

Cultural Significance
* Associated with Lord Ayyappa pilgrimage — Sabarimala devotees take ritual bath in Pampa
before climbing to the shrine.

Sabarimala Temple

* Located in Pathanamthitta district, Kerala, in the Periyar Tiger Reserve at ~ 1,260 m above sea
level.

* Dedicated to Lord Ayyappa (Hariharaputra), son of Lord Shiva and Mohini (Vishnu’s
incarnation).

Pilgrimage

* One of the largest annual pilgrimages in the world.

* Season: Mandala-Makaravilakku (Nov—Jan) — ~ 40-50 million devotees visit yearly.

» Pilgrims observe 41 days of ‘Vratham’ (austerity, celibacy, vegetarianism) before visiting.

* Ritual bath in Pampa River before trekking the sacred 18 steps (Pathinettampadi) to reach the
shrine.

Customs and Traditions

* The temple was traditionally closed to women of menstruating age (10—50 years) — based on
celibacy of deity.

* 2018 Supreme Court verdict (Indian Young Lawyers Association vs State of Kerala): Declared
this practice unconstitutional under Articles 14 & 25 (equality and religious freedom).
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I8 stranded on river
island rescued in A.P.

The Hindu Bureau
NELLORE
Eighteen youngsters

stranded in the floodwa-
ters of Penna river in Nel-
lore district of Andhra Pra-
desh on Monday, were
rescued after a seven-hour
operation.

According to the police,
they went to an island-like
place in the middle of the
river around 5.30 p.m.
Floodwaters surrounded
them suddenly by 7.30
p.m. and they got trapped.

DI A 318 6 F1 T GG I I foba|

Personnel from the pol-
ice, fire and Revenue de-
partments launched a joint
operation half an hour la-
ter. Seeing the police
teams, the youths got in-
itially scared and started
running towards the river.
However, the police offi-
cials asked them not to
panic.

The Irrigation depart-
ment staff closed the flood
gates to reduce the water
flow.

By 3 a.m. on Tuesday, all
of them were rescued.

18 stranded on river
island rescued in A.P.

3Ty # A flu R

wY 18 TN B ST 1T

o Eighteen youngsters stranded in the
floodwaters of Penna river in Nellore
district of Andhra Pradesh on Monday,
were rescued after a seven-hour
operation.

AR B Y UG P Acal? forat 7 g
I B 91¢ & U Bl 3SRE garsil
%) A1 e & AT F a1 =R T
. According to the police, they went
to an island-like place in the middle of the
river around 5.30 p.m.
qfeRT & 3FUR, 9 XM 5.30 ¥t 7dl &
o9 U U gu o ®IF W 7Y 4|
o Floodwaters surrounded them
suddenly by 7.30 p.m. and they got
trapped.

7.30 S I 3AMG dI¢ BT UM 35 IR
3R I TR foran oiR 3 B MU
. Personnel from the police, fire and
Revenue departments launched a joint
operation half an hour later.

gfer, SRR 3R wora Ryt &

e Seeing the police teams, the youths got initially scared and started running towards the river.
gy A &1 SR s = B R T 3R e BT 3R YA |

o However, the police officials asked them not to panic.
BIciifp, Gferd siftrTial 4 I gsR™ & fore w1 foba |

e The Irrlgatlon department staff closed the flood gates to reduce the water flow.

Riarg faumT & SHwEl 3 UH & 9810 B HH I & (04 q1¢ e §¢ IR QU]

e By3am.onTuesday, all of them were rescued.
HIAaR Jag 3 I B, 31 9 &1 51 foran T

India.

Penna (Pennar) River

e Total length: 597 km.
e Basin area: ~ 55,213 sq. km.
e States covered: Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

Source and Course

o Penna River (also spelled Pennar) is a seasonal east-flowing river of southern

e Origin: Nandi Hills, Chikkaballapur district, Karnataka (elevation ~1,219 m).
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o Flows eastward through Karnataka into Andhra Pradesh.
e Districts touched: Chikkaballapur (Karnataka), Anantapur, Kadapa, Nellore
(Andhra Pradesh).
e Mouth: Empties into the Bay of Bengal near Uppalapadu, Nellore district
(Andhra Pradesh).
Stage set for
raising height - g4, 00 et for raising height of Karnataka’s Almatti
of Karnataka’s dam
Almatti dam a

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

To set the stage for the im-
plementation of the lan-
guishing Upper Krishna
Project (UKP) phase III, the
Karnataka Cabinet, in its
special meeting on Tues-
day, gave clearance for the
acquisition of 1,33,867 lakh
acres of land in one go
through “consent award or
direct purchase” from
farmers to facilitate the in-
crease of Almatti dam’s
height from the present
519.16 metres to 524.256
metres.

The special Cabinet
meeting also announced
compensation rates for
land-losing farmers, while
making it clear that the
compensation amount, to-
talling approximately
70,000 crore, would be
paid over three financial
years starting from the cur-
rent year.

Briefing media persons
after the meeting Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah an-
nounced that farmers
whose lands would be sub-
merged due to the increase
in dam height would re-
ceive ¥40 lakh and 30
lakh per acre of wet and
dry land, respectively.
Farmers whose lands
would have to be acquired
for building canals would
receive 330 lakh and %25
lakh per acre of wet and
dry land, respectively.

The UKP phase-llI
would irrigate 5.94 lakh
hectares of land in North
Karnataka districts, Mr.
Siddaramaiah said.

Taking exception to the
delay by the Centre in not-
ifying the Krishna Water
Disputes’ Tribunal’s award
the Chief Minister urged
the Centre to come out
with a gazette notification
at the earliest.

Ffed & omee) aiy B Saré agr Y F @

¢ To set the stage for the implementation of the languishing Upper Krishna Project
(UKP) phase lll, the Karnataka Cabinet, in its special meeting on Tuesday, gave
clearance for the acquisition of 1,33,867 lakh acres of land in one go through “consent
award or direct purchase” from farmers to facilitate the increase of Almatti dam’s
height from the present 519.16 metres to 524.256 metres.

T THg ¥ Gfed IS Fwm ufEaie T @@dt) TRor-i & fharaad & e daRt A
24, mﬁa%ﬁﬁzﬁwﬁmﬁxﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁﬁ TG RIBR AT TSI
TRIG’ & T ¥ T IR 1§ 1,33,867 A1 Uhs YA & RAIUEU &I Hopdl &, drfch
STANE! Fie Pt HATS ®! IAHH 519.16 Hiex I 524.256 Hex dF T o UH |

e The special Cabinet meeting also announced compensation rates for land-losing
farmers, while making it clear that the compensation amount, totalling approximately
¥70,000 crore would be paid over three financial years starting from the current year.
o Yfft e a1 frart & o gammasit g1 Pt o o1 TS 3R T8
wmw%aﬂm%7o,oooﬁ3ﬁwgmﬂﬁr$rweﬁqﬁ?ﬁuaﬁﬁ
forar StTe, fores! Y simd addE av § gt
¢ Briefing media persons after the meeting Chief Minister Siddaramaiah announced
that farmers whose lands would be submerged due to the increase in dam height would
receive 40 lakh and %30 lakh per acre of wet and dry land, respectively.

I6% & dIg HSTT B STHHRY <d §U 3 °won &) 3 59 feart &
WWuﬁmmﬁwm,ﬁm:meW$mi4omaﬁ?
T S & forw 230 g ganmas el

e Farmers whose lands would have to be acquired for building canals would receive
Z30 lakh and %25 lakh per acre of wet and dry land, respectively.

TS fpamt bt S =1gRi & fomifor & forg eiftrufed o S, 3 =T Ul Tavs itet!
ST & forg 230 g SR Gt SfiF & o €25 @Ra gaiasT e

e The UKP phase-lll would irrigate 5.94 lakh hectares of land in North Karnataka
districts, Mr. Siddaramaiah said.

oft R A w81 & gt TR T IR Feifed el o 5.94 AR RIT YN Bt
RS 31 S
e Taking exception to the delay by the Centre in notifying the Krishna Water

Disputes’ Tribunal’s award, the Chief Minister urged the Centre to come out with a
gazette notification at the earliest.

3 % IWPR GRI W T faaTe ARTUSRT & RIBR B ARG 7 <=t
TR ST TS 3R g 4 Teg I Seg Tove TURTET IR} FRA BT S8 |
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Judicial experimentalism’ versus the right to justice

he Supreme Court of India, in Shivangi
T Bansal vs Sahib Bansal (July 22, 2025),

endorsed the guidelines by the Allahabad
High Court, in Mukesh Bansal vs State of U.P.
(2022), to prevent the misuse of Section 498A of
the Indian Penal Code (now Section 85 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita). The High Court had
introduced a two-month ‘cooling period’ for any
coercive action after the registration of a first
information report (FIR) or complaint to the
magistrate. During the ‘cooling period’, the
matter will be referred to a Family Welfare
Committee (FWC). However, both the
introduction of the ‘cooling period” and the
referral of the matter to the FWC undermine a
victim’s right to prompt access to justice and
affects the functional autonomy of the criminal
justice agencies.

The basis of the checks

The enactment of Section 498A was with the
objective of punishing various forms of cruelty
against women in a matrimonial setting. Be that
as it may, the courts, in a series of cases, have
lamented the increasing tendency by women to
misuse the law when it concerns FIR registrations
and subsequent arrests. Courts have accordingly
established procedural safeguards to protect the
‘innocent’ husband and his family. The Supreme
Court of India, in Lalita Kumari, has put cases
arising out of matrimonial disputes in the
category of ‘preliminary inquiry” before the
registration of the FIR. The recent criminal law
reforms also place cases of cruelty by husband in
the domain of ‘preliminary enquiry’ before
registration of the FIR.

In addition to these checks to prevent the
registration of an FIR in false or frivolous
complaints, the courts have also addressed
another area for potential abuse in case of
Section 498A — rampant arrests of husbands and
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The top court’s
endorsement of
the Allahabad
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Section 498A
IPC affects a
victim’s pursuit
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their family members. The power of arrest was
rationalised at two levels. First, by bringing a
statutory change to the Code of Criminal
Procedure in 2008, and the second, by judicial
dictum in Arnesh Kumar (2014). The 2008
amendment introduced the ‘principle of
necessity” in the matter of arrest. In Arnesh
Kumar, the Supreme Court effectively plugged
the unbridled exercise of arrest powers by the
police in cases that saw the use of Section 498A
cases, by introducing a checklist and enforcing
‘notice for appearance’.

In Satender Kumar Antil (2022), the Court
further strengthened these institutional checks by
directing the release of a person on bail if
arrested in non-compliance of the directions in
Arnesh Kumar.

As an ‘arrest offence’

The National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB)
report, ‘Crimes in India’, suggests that Section
498A has remained among top five ‘highest
arrest’ offences till 2016. Thereafter, it was within
the top 10, which suggests that the steps taken at
statutory and institutional levels have had an
impact. Although the registered offences under
this provision rose from 1,13,403 in 2015 to
1,40,019 in 2022, arrests declined from 1,87,067 to
1,45,095, as in NCRB data during the same
period. This was suggestive of safeguarding the
liberty of the accused without making
compromises with a victim’s right to her access to
justice.

The proposal to introduce a quasi-judicial
committee, alongside a restriction on arrests
during a designated cooling period, might prove
to be an ambitious step on paper. It may be
attributable to the absence of a statutory
authority to implement these directives as well as
the undefined scope of their jurisdictional
applicability. The recent ruling undermines a

victim’s pursuit of justice by denying her the
opportunity to have her complaint addressed in a
timely manner.

Despite filing an FIR/complaint, no action can
be taken until the “cooling period” concludes,
thereby exacerbating the victim’s plight even
after lodging the complaint. The idea of
introducing a ‘cooling period’ and referring the
complaint to the FWC falls outside the ambit of
the statutory and institutional framework.

This reminds us of another instance of judicial
experimentalism. In 2017, the Supreme Court, in
Rajesh Sharma, gave similar directions for
constituting FWCs and the forwarding of
complaints to such FWCs. The one-month period
provided to FWCs, in Rajesh Sharma, is akin to
the ‘cooling period’ devised by the Allahabad
High Court. We should not forget that the
directions in Rajesh Sharma were not welcomed
by the society at large. These were termed
‘regressive’ and beyond ‘judicial competence’.
This resulted in the rollback of the directions by
the Supreme Court within a year.

A three-judge Bench, in Social Action Forum
for Manav Adhikar (2018), overturned the
directions in Rajesh Sharma and restored the
victim’s right to prompt access to justice and the
supremacy of the criminal justice functionaries in
the reporting of crimes and the dispensation of
justice.

Revisit the

It becomes crucial for the Supreme Court to
revisit its ruling as the apprehension surrounding
the misuse of the law by the victim and the abuse
of power by the police has been addressed
through legislative and judicial measures. The act
of forwarding complaints to FWCs is beyond
legislative intent, against the functional autonomy
of the criminal justice agencies and, most
importantly, dents the victim’s pursuit of justice.

‘Judicial experimentalism’ versus the right to justice

IS TANTaTE’ I49TH <O BT AfUPR

Supreme Court Guidelines on Section 498A

it w7

faamfrder Qe 498A W

e The Supreme Court of India, in Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib Bansal (July 22, 2025),
endorsed the guidelines by the Allahabad High Court, in Mukesh Bansal vs State of U.P.
(2022), to prevent the misuse of Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (now Section 85

of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita).
YR T GHH DI,
I ARTAd §RT SR

YR =TT JfEdT BT AR 85) & gHUART B AP+ & AT G |

o The High Court had introduced a two-month ‘cooling period’ for any coercive action after
the registration of a first information report (FIR) or complaint to the magistrate.

I AT - yget FE1 R (FIR) o 3 & a1g fobat oft

TE 2} iR arafer v a

Shivangi Bansal d-TH Sahib Bansal (22 Fj,?ﬂ?;’, 2025) ff, S[dTeldig
feanfad= &) g &), o WReHg <8 Hiear & Q9= 498A (31

& ferg gl

e During the ‘cooling period’, the matter will be referred to a Family Welfare Committee

(FWC).

Wmﬁr%%ﬁw A $I URaR Hedror Jfifd (FWC) &1 UST sia|
e However, both the introduction of the ‘cooling period’ and the referral to the FWC undermine

a victim’s right to prompt access to justice and affects the functional autonomy of the
cr|m|nal justice agencies.

, G AP BT YB3 3R FWC DI Hefld &1 difgar & @afa =g a% uga &
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Ba5|s of the Checks
Sid BT STYR

The enactment of Section 498A was with the objective of punishing various forms of cruelty
against women in a matrimonial setting

ﬁaaﬁmsAmﬁnfm%aﬂ%wwaﬁﬁm%mah%f@awﬁfwwaﬂmﬁa%a
A P I I fovar mar T
Courts, in a series of cases, have lamented the increasing tendency by women to misuse
the law concerning FIR registrations and subsequent arrests.
3feTerdl A g gl | Afgensil gRT SH F gUaNT @1 geat ygfu W ffdl gad &t g, ot
FIR gof v+ 3R 3Telt RRwarRt § deftd g
Courts have established procedural safeguards to protect the ‘innocent’ husband and his
family.
srgradr = fHerw ufe 3fR Iud ufkaR &1 WRen & o uftrarars JRam Sura Rifid f&u g
In Lalita Kumari, the Supreme Court put cases arising out of matrimonial disputes in the
category of ‘preliminary inquiry’ before the registration of the FIR.
# e B A darfes faarel & Iua ArTal &1 FIR oS 811 9 Ugd ‘WRA®

S St 9ol § |
Recent criminal law reforms also place cases of cruelty by husband in the domain of
‘preliminary enquiry’ before registration of the FIR.
BT & TIRTIRIS BT GURT 7 Hl afet GRT Har & A &1 FIR S 814 9 Ugad ‘URIYS
e g ARl
Courts have also addressed another potential abuse in Section 498 A — rampant arrests of
husbands and their family members.
3feTadl = YA 498A T U 3R YHIfad geuai o1 off Taifda fvar 8 — ufar ok 39
IRaR & Al &1 AIs FRERT |
The power of arrest was rationalised at two levels:
AR 3t fFa 1 g wRE R difdbes s

o First, by bringing a statutory change to the Code of Criminal Procedure in 2008.

Ugd, 2008 T SATURTIIE Wishar Higdl § ST ufvad— dmax |
o Second, by judicial dictum in Arnesh Kumar (2014).
GIRT, Arnesh Kumar (2014) & =& fAofa & Rl

The 2008 amendment introduced the ‘principle of necessity’ in the matter of arrest.

2008 & WY 4 FRERY & Tva | Smazadar &1 Rigia wdd foanl

In Arnesh Kumar, the Supreme Court effectively plugged the unbridled exercise of arrest
powers by the police in Section 498A cases, by introducing a checklist and enforcing
‘notice for appearance’.

Arnesh Kumar ¥, gﬁnaﬁéﬁﬁmqmmnm?ﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁ%? PRI &
AR T &) Apfere 3R FufRAfa &1 Afew TR HRe THId =0 3 w1

In Satender Kumar Antil (2022), the Court further strengthened these institutional checks
by directing the release of a person on bail if arrested in non-compliance of the directions
in Arnesh Kumar.

Satender Kumar Antil (2022) T, 37eTeid 3 37 TRITTE SiTal &1 3R Aoigd faar, few faan
f 3R fefl BT Arnesh Kumar & =T &1 UTeH 7 - R TRER foba 1, Ot 38 SAH=d

R Y81 fvar sy

As an ‘arrest offence’

ARIY & T |
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The National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) report, ‘Crimes in India’, suggests that
Section 498A has remained among top five ‘highest arrest’ offences till 2016.

A p15H RPIS R (NCRB) ST RUIC, ‘Crimes in India’, STl § b V=TT 498A 2016
% Y uig Waifue RRER ara sroRrad & @)

Thereatfter, it was within the top 10, which suggests that the steps taken at statutory and
institutional levels have had an impact.

TP 91e, I8 Y 10 T TET, o <TaT § S BT SR HRINTT TR U IS T Hehl b1
THTT U1 5|

Although the registered offences under this provision rose from 1,13,403 in 2015 to 1,40,019
in 2022, arrests declined from 1,87,067 to 1,45,095, as in NCRB data during the same
period.

gIcliich 39 UTaYT o qgdl o SMURTY 2015 H 1,13,403 T 56 2022 H 1,40,019 B I,
fRwafear ge®v 1,87,067 & 1,45,095 B 7S, ST fas NCRB SeT & 3t 3@t # faar|
This was suggestive of safeguarding the liberty of the accused without compromising a
victim’s right to her access to justice.

I8 SR & fos MR &t Tae=rar &Y TR&m I gU NSar & =ura 9 ugd & HRHR I
AT et fara

The proposal to introduce a quasi-judicial committee, alongside a restriction on arrests
during a designated cooling period, might prove to be an ambitious step on paper.

fAfdy ST 3raft & SRM FRWR W ufaay & Ty sref-=arfe |ftifa & wig= &1 wda
Agifte v A neareial ser aifed 8 Jod 8|

It may be attributable to the absence of a statutory authority to implement these directives
as well as the undefined scope of their jurisdictional applicability.

3 frd=n o ar HA & e ST wiftreor 3t Ft 3R 3% e Ft srRuy
iﬂm & HRUT gl IHdI G|
The recent ruling undermines a victim’s pursuit of justice by denying her the opportunity to
have her complaint addressed in a timely manner.

giferar fufa Hifsdr & <ara &1 Wil &1 HHSIR Hdl ¢ Jife I8 39 IAT IR Rrerad
AITe™ ®1 3/awR el 3|

Despite filing an FIR/complaint, no action can be taken until the “cooling period”
concludes, thereby exacerbating the victim’s plight even after lodging the complaint.
FIR/RISGT aol B3 & SIaeg, S do ‘BIT Sraftr JHI 81 gidl, PIg Brars el BI &
o, e Rierad gof ® & arg Wt fifgar & fRufa 3z @R1a 8 ot 81

The idea of introducing a ‘cooling period’ and referring the complaint to the FWC falls
outside the ambit of the statutory and institutional framework.

pfeiT A IR HRA 3R R B FWC BT U5 &1 f[aR ST 3R GRINTE 81d &
GRR & TR

This reminds us of another instance of judicial experimentalism.

Ig B ~AIRI® YANTETE &1 U& 3R IE6R0T A18 [Gard g

In 2017, the Supreme Court, in Rajesh Sharma, gave similar directions for constituting
FWCs and the forwarding of complaints to such FWCs.

2017 ¥, gftH #IE, Rajesh Sharma &, FWCs @1 RITTT 3R RIradl & T8 FWCs &1 dom
& forw g fdw fewy

The one-month period provided to FWCs in Rajesh Sharma is akin to the ‘cooling period’
devised by the Allahabad High Court.

Rajesh Sharma H FWCs & a1 71 U HelH &1 IHY BT I AMTad gRT §910
U “pfefT aftr & qaH |

The directions in Rajesh Sharma were not welcomed by society at large; they were termed
‘regressive’ and beyond judlmal competence’.

Rajesh Sharma & 331 & T & aUe w0 § WieR T8 far Tr; 5% Awe 3k
TR &ar © §18R THT [0
This resulted in the rollback of the directions by the Supreme Court within a year.

% URUERGEY, G #1¢ 2 T ¥ & fiar fd=n & arow @ feran

A three-judge Bench, in the Social Action Forum for Manav Adhikar (2018), overturned
the directions in Rajesh Sharma and restored the victim’s right to prompt access to
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justice and the supremacy of criminal justice functionaries.

-=grarei=n ot ﬁﬂ, Social Action Forum for Manav Adhikar (2018) fl', Rajesh Sharma
¥ fd= o1 Iae far ok figar & afva =g 9% uge & iR iR smuRIfYe =

SfrepTRa Y 4§ ol G foba

Revisit the Ruling
fofa & = Tlten

e It becomes crucial for the Supreme Court to revisit its ruling as the apprehension
surrounding the misuse of the law by the victim and the abuse of power by the police has

been addressed through legislative and judicial measures.

PIE 3 ol 1 g wean SR wifs NSt grT o &

g HTIAD 51 ol § (b GuId

SOUANT 3R Yferd gRT fed & gouanT ! fiar &1 furdt siv =i surat & e @

TaIfdd forar T g1

e The act of forwarding complaints to FWCs is beyond legislative intent, against the
functional autonomy of the criminal justice agencies, and dents the victim’s pursuit of

justice.

fRrpradt B Fwes &t 9T faemit 331 T T1eR §, SITuRITIe =g TR 9 srafds
WAl & A § 3R Hfdar & <arg &1 WS 1 ISR Har g

Questions and Anwers to the ]:I}reviaus day’s daily quiz: 1. What action
sparked the 1979 International Women'’s Day protests in Tehran, just a
month into the Iranian Revolution? Ans: Ayatollah Khomeini ordered
state-employed women to wear hijab in government offices

2. Under whose presidency was the Guidance Patrol (Gasht-e Ershad)
formally created to enforce hijab and morality codes? Ans: Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad

3. Under Article 638 of the 1983 Islamic Penal Code, what punishments
were prescribed for women appearing in public without hijab? Ans: 74
lashes and/or imprisonment of 10 days to two months

4. Approximately how many protesters had been killed by security forces by
December 2022, according to Iran Human Rights? Ans: At least 476
people

5. What is the slogan or movement name that arose from the protests
ignited by her death? Ans: ‘Zan, Zendegi, Azadi’ which translates as
‘Woman, Life, Freedom’

Visual: Identify the protest in this photograph taken by Iranian
photographer Mohammad Sayyad. Ans: The International Women’s Day
protests in Tehran, on March 8, 1979, taken out in opposition against
the introduction of mandatory hijab.

¢ Location: Tehran, Iran.

QuiIZ

The 1979 International
Women's Day Protests in
Tehran: A Defining
Moment in Iran's History

eDate of Protest: March
8, 1979, coinciding with
International Women's
Day.

e Triggering Event: On
March 7, 1979, Ayatollah
Khomeini announced that
all women must wear the
hijab, marking the
beginning of a policy
enforcing Islamic dress
codes in public spaces.

The Protests

e Participants: Over 100,000 women from diverse backgrounds, including students,
professionals, and homemakers, gathered to protest the mandatory hijab law.

« Key Message: Women demanded the right to choose their attire, emphasizing
that the revolution should not lead to a rollback of women's rights.

Government Response

o Initial Reaction: Islamic leaders attempted to calm the protests by stating that the

hijab was merely a recommendation, not a mandate.
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e Subsequent Actions: Despite initial assurances, the government later enforced the
hijab law more strictly. In 1983, the Iranian parliament passed a law punishing
women who refused to comply with state-enforced veiling.

Article 638 of the 1983 Islamic Penal Code of Iran: Punishments for Women Appearing
in Public Without Hijab

Overview of Article 638

e Provision: Article 638 of the Islamic Penal Code of Iran mandates that women
appearing in public without a proper Islamic hijab face legal consequences.
e Penalties: The prescribed punishments include:
o Imprisonment: A sentence ranging from 10 days to two months.
o Flogging: Up to 74 lashes.
o Fines: Monetary penalties ranging from 50,000 to 500,000 Iranian Rials
(approximately $1.50 to $15 USD).

Iran Human Rights Report: At Least 476 Protesters
Killed by Security Forces (December 2022)

o Trigger Event: The nationwide protests in Iran were ignited by the death of Mahsa
Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish-Iranian woman, on September 16, 2022. She died in
police custody after being detained by Iran's morality police for allegedly violating
the country's strict hijab laws.

o Protest Movement: The protests, known as the "Women, Life, Freedom"
movement, quickly spread across Iran, with demonstrators demanding greater
personal freedoms, women's rights, and an end to authoritarian rule.

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi: The Slogan of Iran's Feminist Uprising

e The slogan "Zan, Zendegi, Azadi", translating to "Woman, Life, Freedom" in
English, emerged as a powerful rallying cry during the 2022—-2023 protests in Iran.
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Prehistoric remains: A 9,000-year-old mummy found in
Guangxi, China, in a squatting position. A

Ancient Asians
mummified dead

before Egyptians
GS " Ancint Histon

ence France-Presse
BANGKOK

Some ancient societies in China and southeast
Asia appear to have smoke-dried their dead, effec-
tively mummifying them thousands of years ear-
lier than their Egyptian counterparts, new re-
search has found.

While the bandage-bound bodies of ancient
Egypt date back perhaps as far as 4,500 years ago,
the oldest previously known examples of mummi-
fication are from ancient Chilean societies. There,
the dry air of the Atacama coastline allowed for
natural mummification by drying. But the bodies
retrieved by researchers from China and south-
east Asia came largely from humid regions.

The scientists were initially intrigued by the
contorted positions of skeletons found in burial
sites in China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Laos,
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

They theorised that the contorted burials
might have been possible because no soft tissue
remained on the bodies — the result of mummifi-
cation by drying.

The samples include some dating back more
than 10,000 years, suggesting societies were prac-
tising forms of mummification thousands of years
earlier than previously known.

Several societies in Indonesia and Australia are
known to have smoke-dried bodies by binding
them tightly and placing them above a continu-
ously burning fire, often for several months.

The process allowed relatives to maintain con-
tact with the deceased, and in some cases was be-
lieved to allow the spirit to roam freely during the
day and return to a body at night.

“This tradition may have been known among
hunter-gatherer societies across a vast region,”
they wrote in the study.

fire, often for several months.

Ancient Asians mummified dead
before Egyptians

U RS | A e 9
Ugd Jad| &1 qHIHRUT fhan

. Some ancient societies in China and southeast
Asia appear to have smoke-dried their dead, effectively
mummifying them thousands of years earlier than their
Egyptian counterparts, new research has found.

MY UdT el § 7 o Ui uTel A A9 SR gfér-
Td TR H S gaw! B YU A GETHR, HHIHI0T a1
o, o freraria) @ eoR) aTe uga F1 g
. While the bandage-bound bodies of ancient Egypt
date back perhaps as far as 4,500 years ago, the oldest
previously known examples of mummification are from
ancient Chilean societies.

Sl Ui iy & ufgal | forae IR’ @ 4,500 A1
R 8, 951 AHIHRUT & Teel I T Jodl IR IaTe0
W et wrei §

o There, the dry air of the Atacama coastline
allowed for natural mummification by drying.

I5 SCTHIHT dedT B I[5H §al - GETH UIPpiad
HHIHROT HHT ST

) But the bodies retrieved by researchers from
China and southeast Asia came largely from humid
regions.

dfds A1 3R &féror-qd gRmr 3 Myt grT e
T YRR TR 34T &3 T 31T |
. The scientists were initially intrigued by the
contorted positions of skeletons found in burial sites in
China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Laos, Thailand,
Malaysia and Indonesia.

& o=, faasma, fpefidia, arei, usds,
TARMET 3R SR/ # g% R R UL T HhTal Bl
TET-gSt Srawafi T IgH o
. They theorised that the contorted burials might
have been possible because no soft tissue remained on
the bodies — the result of mummification by drying.
35 T8 Rigd foar o q81-get awT srawity safer
G Bl Hehll € i IRRT R 1§ orgH S Tl
AT YT — g FETHR THIBOT BT YRUMH 7|
. The samples include some dating back more than
10,000 years, suggesting societies were practising forms
of mummiification thousands of years earlier than
previously known.
37 T A 59 10,000 T F 3T WA B, o e¥idrg
T TTe weieRur & fafid i &1 9naT ugd | 91
Y | gOIRI 9Td 9gd IR 36 41
. Several societies in Indonesia and Australia are
known to have smoke-dried bodies by binding them
tightly and placing them above a continuously burning
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e The process allowed relatives
to maintain contact with the
deceased, and in some cases
was believed to allow the spirit
to roam freely during the day
and return to a body at nlght

Smoke-dried mummification has persisted in some communities in Indonesia's Papua © ADEK BERRY / AFP/File

AR &, 3R & AmHa § 98
T ST o7 o Srert faT & Tadd U | g0 T € SR I | IRR | die Jdvdl 21

e “This tradition may have been known among hunter-gatherer societies across a vast
region,” they wrote in the study.

ﬂa%ﬁ%s{mﬁ%@, T8 ORI fazmer & # Rt -wugedt Hmi § S o 8! 8
-

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 17 September 2025

1. Gujarat trains 1.81 lakh artisans under PM scheme in
two years

ToRTd A &1 aul § YIeH gieHT & d8d 1.81 TG PRER]
&1 uiiféra foa

2. India-Pak. border sees a sharp rise in drone-driven
drug smuggling cases

YRA-UTH HIHT UR S GIRT IATferd =il garsfl o1
ISP & HTHE! | 9w IS

3. SC finds amended Wagqf law paved with good
intentions but pockmarked with arbitrariness

SC A AN TFP BT BT 3 I ° HRT Afb
HET I U

4. Top court asks who will decide that a religious
conversion is ‘deceitful’

S Mg A YD1 {6 B9 a9 & o arfife
ufad= saqof 3
5. Constitutional clarity

AT wydr
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6. Making health care safe for every Indian

B URAI & foIg Tarey qaHTa & JRI&a a1

8. Indians blame the political system, not their

politicians

YR Irorifae qomredt 1 v 3d €, 3ru Irorifas B
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9. American politics as a power keg

ARSI I TH UTar B $1 avg

Gujarat trains 1.81 lakh
artisans under PM
scheme in two years

Abhinay Deshpande

The PM Vishwakarma
scheme has disbursed
loans exceeding ¥290 crore
to more than 32,000 arti-
sans in Gujarat since its
launch in September 2023,
according to State officials.

Loan sanctions under
the scheme have crossed
T390 crore for over 43,000
beneficiaries. Three-tier
verification has been com-
pleted for 2.14 lakh arti-
sans, while 1.81 lakh have
received skill training, the
State government report-
ed.

The State has esta-
blished a helpdesk that has
addressed more than
17,500 queries and grie-

vances, according to offi-
cials. Artisans are enrolled
through the Common Ser-
vice Centres, with a three-
tier verification system in-
volving local gram pan-
chayats, district
committees, and a State-le-
vel committee chaired by
the Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprises Develop-
ment and Facilitation
Office.

The scheme covers 18
traditional trades, includ-
ing carpentry, blacksmith-
ing, pottery, tailoring, ma-
sonry, toy making, and
basket weaving. It seeks to
preserve heritage crafts
while enabling artisans to
access modern tools, cre-
dit, and market linkages,
the officials said.

Gujarat trains 1.81 lakh
artisans under PM
scheme in two ryears

TeRTd A &l qui § fien
IS & d8d 1.81 R
PRIRI B ulRiféra fear

. The PM Vishwakarma scheme has
disbursed loans exceeding ¥290 crore to
more than 32,000 artisans in Gujarat since
its launch in September 2023, according to
State officials.
ey ARl & SruR, duw faywat
ST & ded RidaR 2023 T Y31 & d1G 4
TORTd 1 32,000 I 3@ FRARI & 2290
PRIS U 3% & BT fgand vy T
. Loan sanctions under the scheme
have crossed ¥390 crore for over 43,000
beneficiaries.
IS & d8d 43,000 | TP AruTifa &
forE 2390 FRIS T AT & BT Wigd [T
TE
. Three-tier verification has been
completed for 2.14 lakh artisans, while 1.81
lakh have received skill training, the State
government reported.
T WHR A RUE & fh 2.14 TRT FRTRI
¥ foru fiF-wadta Temus 1 o forar man g,
gaﬁ? 1.81 ARG & BT FIRI&T U g3

I

e The State has established a helpdesk that has addressed more than 17,500 queries and
grievances, according to officials.
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SFUBTRTY & AR, I A T Bedsvd WM fara § foram 17,500 | 3iftre walf sk
Rrerat &1 auUE fFar g

Artisans are enrolled through the Common Service Centres, with a three-tier verification
system involving local gram panchayats, district committees, and a State-level
committee chaired by the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development and
Facilitation Office.

PRIRT BT UollhR0l BIa- Jfad el & A1ead J fpar odr g, fSs R 919 yaml,
frem wfifdy, 3R Gew, Wy SR Terd Iu e T4 G STated gRI e i T
T YT AR e Bid) €, o) - Wy S Bl R g

The scheme covers 18 traditional trades, including carpentry, blacksmithing, pottery,
tailoring, masonry, toy maklng, and basket weaving.

Ig AT 18 URUN® AL & Ha B! ¢, o8 degiiiel, Gereiy, frdt & a1 s,
Ryams, weifiredt &, faei| g9 3R et g1s I ¢ |

It seeks to preserve heritage crafts while enabling artisans to access modern tools, credit,
and market linkages, the officials said.

[ 3 %1 fo a8 o1 URUiY® faRId fRrey o IRféa o & IrY-91d SRERT &l
TYFIw IUHION, BT 3R ISR A FSTd % Ugd UGH R BT A& IGait g |
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India-Pak. border
sees a sharprise in
drone-driven drug
smuggling cases

G 1I: India-Pakistan ]

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

There has been a dramatic
increase in the drone-dri-
ven drugs drops along the
India-Pakistan border in
Punjab, with the number
of seizures skyrocketing
from just three cases in
202110 179 in 2024, accord-
ing to the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB) annual
report released on Tues-
day.

“The use of drones for
cross-border smuggling of
narcotics has emerged as a
significant threat to India’s
internal security, particu-
larly along the Indo-Pak
border in Punjab...there
has been a sharp increase
in drone sightings and re-
coveries of narcotics in
border districts such as
Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Fe-
rozpur, and Gurdaspur. In
2024, the number of such
seizures rose manifolds
reaching 179 cases as com-
pared to 3 cases in 2021
The recovered consign-
ments often include he-
roin, opium, etc.,” the re-
port said.

The drug law enforce-
ment agencies, it said, had
instituted 96,930 cases
across India and arrested
more than 1.22 lakh peo-
ple, including 660 foreign
nationals from more than
36 countries, last year.

The agencies confiscat-
ed about 13,306 quintals of
narcotic substances. Can-
nabis, in various forms, ac-
counted for about 41% of
total seizures (5,40,810 kg)
and opiates, including he-
roin, about 39%. In 2023,
they had registered over
1.09 lakh cases and arrest-
ed 1,32,954 individuals.

Last year, the NCB regis-
tered 417 cases and arrest-
ed 588 accused compared
with 375 cases and 574 ar-
rests in 2023. It made sei-
zure of various narcotics
including 17,420 kg of gan-
ja, 3,391 kg of hashish, 170
kg of heroin, 11,376 kg of
acetic anhydride (precur-

Adrone with a pistol and two
magazines were recovered
during a search operation in
Tarn Taran district of Punjab.

sor chemical for heroin
processing), and 88 kg of
cocaine besides other
drugs/narcotics. While the
agency filed 288 com-
plaints, the number of NCB
cases pending trial was
2,509 as on December 31.
In 110 cases, it secured fa-
vourable judgments
amounting to a 60.77%
conviction rate.

The NCB has registered
96 cases between 2020
and 2024 involving the
darknet and cryptocurren-
cies.

The report said coastal
routes are now being ex-
ploited for smuggling of
synthetic drugs and pre-
cursors. “India’s strategic
location in the Indian
Ocean region positions it
as a key transit hub for Af-
ghan heroin trafficked via
the southern route. The
‘Death Crescent (Afghanis-
tan, Pakistan, Iran)’ re-
mains the primary source
of heroin, ATS (Ampheta-
mine-Type Stimulants) and
hashish entering the coun-
try through western coast,
while the ‘Death Triangle
(Myanmar, Thailand,
Laos)’ serves as the main
supplier of synthetic
drugs, particularly meth-
amphetamine smuggled
through India’s eastern
coast.” In 2024, 1,483 kg of
cocaine was seized, a stag-
gering increase of about 78
times more than the quan-
tity seized in 2020 and
about five times higher
than in 2023.

+

1,32,954 individuals.
TRl 3 TTHT 13,306 fihed T=fich qarsit & wed fasan| ST (i) faftrs =uf & a
& &1 T8 HET BT TTHT 41% (5,40,810 fHarum) o1 3R 3ifduey, f5d gsa I &,
TTHT 3%;”% 2023 §, IEH 1.00 ARG A P AR gof [P 3R 1,32,054 TR B

RaR fea

e Last year, the NCB registered 417 cases and arrested 588 accused compared with 375
cases and 574 arrests in 2023. It seized various narcotics including 17,420 kg of ganja,
3,391 kg of hashish, 170 kg of heroin, 11,376 kg of acetic anhydride (precursor chemical
for heroin processing), and 88 kg of cocaine besides other drugs/narcotics.

fUsd I, NCB 7 417 HTHA Sof [T 3R 588 MRITUAN ol IRUAR forar, Siafes 2023 # T8
TRaT 375 HIHA 3R 574 FRwaRar Bt 53 SR woldt A faftrsr F=ftelt carstt o1 Sed foar

India-Pak. border sees a sharp rise in
drone-driven drug smuggling cases

YRA-UTH HIHT R S gIRT Ja1ferd
qﬂgﬁwﬁﬁm%mﬁﬁﬂﬁ

. There has been a dramatic increase in the drone-driven
drug drops along the India-Pakistan border in Punjab, with the
number of seizures skyrocketing from just three cases in 2021 to
179 in 2024, according to the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)

annual report released on Tuesday.

WIEAAR &I IRI ARSI berd &3l (NCB) ! difties RUIC &
YR, USTe § HRE-UTfpET T R §H §RI =i garsit &t
T T ACH I GG TS ©, o1 ofed 1Y 71T HTHa! &t I 2021 |
Fad 9 el T FgbR 2024 H 179 HIHEA! db Ugd TS ¢

. “The use of drones for cross-border smuggling of narcotics
has emerged as a significant threat to India’s internal security,
particularly along the Indo-Pak border in Punjab... There has been
a sharp increase in drone sightings and recoveries of narcotics in
border districts such as Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Ferozpur, and
Gurdaspur. In 2024, the number of such seizures rose manifolds
reaching 179 cases as compared to 3 cases in 2021. The recovered
consignments often include heroin, opium, etc.,” the report said.
<G BT JUIN W1 UR =Tl Garsfi & qeapdl & fol WRd Bt
Taf¥ed JRe&M & o T MR @R F T AR 8, ARy U
T ® URA-UTd T ... o et o , AR,
RPRISTYR 31 TRERIGY A G Y TR 3% el garait ot
RS H O 91 83 ¢ 12024 T VY wad fHT T4 ATH o) TRSAT 2021
& 3 HIHE ST o1 § IGH 179 HIHEA! b Ugd 75 | UG Wa H
3R BRI, B 1S Tt gidt €, Ruld o et |

) The drug law enforcement agencies, it said, had instituted
96,930 cases across India and arrested more than 1.22 lakh
people, including 660 foreign nationals from more than 36

countries, last year.
Wﬁmw%ﬂt«ﬁmﬁ% Ugd- TeRET A fUsd ara
mwﬁsewomﬁaﬁ%qﬁmeﬁ%%&ﬁ%esoﬁ%&ﬂ

ARTIY®! Ofed 1.22 9RE A 4t dm &1 TIRTR foan

. The agencies confiscated about 13,306 quintals of narcotic
substances. Cannabis, in various forms, accounted for about 41% of
total seizures (5,40,810 kg) and opiates, including heroin, about
39%. In 2023, they had registered over 1.09 lakh cases and arrested
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S 17,420 fraumH S, 3,391 fFamA =9, 170 fHaiumy 8084, 11,376 fhaums
TS TIRTESISS (BRI UNIRIT & forw Yare) SiR 88 farahma st 2nfi 2

o While the agency filed 288 complaints, the number of NCB cases pending trial was 2,509
as on December 31.
Toid! A 288 R 6l B, Tefd 31 fdHaR d <ifad NCB ATHel o1 ¥ 2,509 A

e In 110 cases, it secured favourable judgments amounting to a 60.77% conviction rate.
110 HTHEA T, TOIA B 3G 01 U T ORI 60.77% TeIT &% 8TRIA g5 |

e The NCB has registered 96 cases between 2020 and 2024 involving the darknet and
cryptocurrencies.

NCB 7 2020 ¥ 2024 & §d STdhHE 3R
forpeYall T 92 96 AWA Ci [bU|

o The report said coastal routes are now being
exploited for smuggling of synthetic drugs and *"‘@&
precursors. ——
RUid o g1 T % ofd I ART &1 SUANT , : o,
Ridfee Tt garsh ok Ao ot o & N ‘5 "
ﬁ‘].q m ST QBT %| Pakistan ; p

e “India’s strategic location in the Indian Ocean Rypnistan N\
region positions it as a key transit hub for oume ' Wia0e
Afghan heroin trafficked via the southern route. ‘
The ‘Death Crescent (Afghanistan, Pakistan, Thailand
Iran)’ remains the primary source of heroin, ATS
(Amphetamine-Type Stimulants) and hashish
entering the country through western coast, while
the ‘Death Triangle (Myanmar, Thailand, Laos)’ serves as the main supplier of synthetic
drugs, particularly methamphetamine smuggled through India’s eastern coast.”
“URAN HETHNR &7 H HRA &1 IUHIfad I 39 gf&of arf & Arerm g w6 &1 78
ETH B & T U TR ifvIe 9§11 3| <3 he (SBIMT-RaT, UTfpear,
Ry Ul de % W @ oA YA S areh 29EH, TEITH (TRbeTHTE-eTEy Rede)
3R TR T I T §1 3T 8, STafdh “SY AT (RITHR, YT As, ATy ﬁrmﬂizﬂtﬂ
garsit, Oy U § AYTHh IS, &1 Jid SMYfd Rl § o YRd & Ydf de & H1ead I et
H A I

e In 2024, 1,483 kg of cocaine was seized, a staggering increase of about 78 times more than
the quantity seized in 2020 and about five times higher than in 2023.
2024 T, 1,483 fHama S oiad 1 715, S 2020 H Ted ST T8 AT I AT 78 AT TP
3R 2023 Y T T T 5 T[T T 21
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SC finds amended Waqf law paved wit

h good

intentions but pockmarked with arbitrariness
GSIFR

NEWS ANALYSIS

ager of the Wagf or muta-
walli before the freeze is
imposed on the property.

ment takes the litigation
route in future. Moreover,
Section 3C(4) armed the

tus of the Wagf property
would remain intact till the
dispute is finally decided

Krishnadas Rajagopal Second, once the Waqf State government with by a Wagqf Tribunal in pro-
NEW DELHI is frozen, a designated of- power to instruct the State  ceedings, subject to furth-
ficer of the government Wagf Board to delete the er orders of the State High

The Supreme Court judg-
ment in the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025 makes a
point that a statute, howev-
er well-intentioned but
couched in “prima facie ar-
bitrary” provisions, cannot

will be assigned to conduct
an inquiry into whether
the property is govern-
ment-owned or not — “pro-
vided that such property
shall not be treated as
Wagf property till the de-

determine the title of the

property  from their
records.

The court found the
proviso “totally unconsti-
tutional” and prima facie
arbitrary. Chief Justice of
India (C]JT) B.R. Gavai, who

Court. The management
would neither be dispos-
sessed of the wagf proper-
ty nor any changes made
in the revenue of Wagf
Board records.

On the other hand, the

be used to deprive citizens  signated officer submits his  property, whichisstrictlya wrote the judgment, mutawalli was also barred
of their constitutional right  report”. function of a competent termed the entire process by the Court from alienat-
to property without due court or tribunal with of depriving Waqfs of their  ing the property any time
process of law. No timelines room for appeal to the statusandvaluable proper- between the commence-

The court’s zero tole-
rance to legislative arbitra-
riness is apparent in its de-
cision to stay the proviso to
sub-section (2) of Section
3C of the 2025 Act. The
proviso embodied arbitra-
riness by denuding a Waqgf
property of its status the
moment someone alleges

The amended statute does
not contain any timelines
or fix a reasonable period
for the probe. The officer
could drag it on endlessly,
leaving the Wagf, which
may consist of schools,
hospitals, and charitable
institutions, “high and
dry”, maybe for years to-

higher courts.

The statute is again
mum on whether the ag-
grieved Waqgf management
or its representative will be
given a fair opportunity to
be heard during the
inquiry.

To make matters worse,
the proviso allows the offic-

ties “unilateral”.

The judgment said the
process, with no means for
a judicial application of
mind, amounted to an en-
croachment on the courts’
domain and a violation of
the doctrine of separation
of powers, which is part of
the Basic Structure of the

ment of the inquiry and
the final decision by the
Tribunal. This balances the
right. The public, after all,
cannot fall prey or suffer
loss if the Wagf property
was indeed proved to be an
encroachment on public
land.

Similarly, the Court has

it to be an encroachment  gether. er to change the revenue  Constitution. reinforced the Minority
on a government property. Again, Section 3C(3) of records, thus altering the Staying the implementa- community’s right to reli-
The proviso is silent on theamended Waqf Actem-  status of a Waqf property tion of the proviso of Sec- gious observances in a

whether prior notice or an
opportunity for hearing
will be granted to the man-

powers the designated go-
vernment officer, ranked
above District Collector, to

into a government asset,
paving the way for fait ac-
compli if the wagf manage-

tion 3C(2) and its sub-sec-
tions (3) and (4), the
judgment held that the sta-

Wagf property even if it is
declared a ‘protected mon-
ument’.

SC finds amended Wagqgf law paved with good intentions
but pockmarked with arbitrariness

SC A GG P BT BI 3 33G! J URT AfhT 7w
GRS R D|

e The Supreme Court judgment in the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025 makes a point that a
statute, however well-intentioned but couched in “prima facie arbitrary” provisions, cannot
be used to deprive citizens of their constitutional right to property without due process of

law.

IFE (G A, 2025 R A HId & a3 F81 & DS N S, 9168 98 3
3G} A T T ST T 8, 3R ITH "UYH THAT AT UIaeT= 8, df SUhl SUTNT AN
DI 3P Huf & HauT=® AfUBR T S wfehar & 9771 dfrd w1 & forg =87 fasan o

RCI

e The court’s zero tolerance to legislative arbitrariness is apparent in its decision to stay the
provision to sub-section (2) of Section 3C of the 2025 Act. _ '
faenfre TauTt & Ul sreTad &t YR Afewrer 39 59 fAfa & Wy § o 399 2025

ST P YRT 3C B SUYRT (2) & UTGUTT R AP A Gl |

e The proviso embodied arbitrariness by denuding a Waqf property of its status the moment

someone alleges it to be an encroachment on a government propert

g UIaY™ P YUl o1 fRUfy S A1 & S8 8 $1E I8 3RIY aoman

TR dfaspHr B

e The proviso is silent on whether prior notice or an opportunity for hearing will be granted
to the manager of the Waqf or mutawalli before the freeze is imposed on the property.

%ﬁ?a's’wﬂqﬁr
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g UIaY™ 39 a1d R U ¢ & I Udes 1 gaaee! & JuRy R J6 T S e qd Ja-r
1 AT BT HGER a1 S a1 51|

e Second, once the Waqf is frozen, a designated officer of the government will be assigned
to conduct an inquiry into whether the property is govemment-owned or not — “provided that
such property shall not be treated as Waqf property till the designated officer submits his

.
r%%% T IR 9P R AD T & d1c, Tg Sie & e S Jufy e € a1 78T, Th IR

BRI A1 e &1 s & for Fged far s — s & a8 Jufy ifea st &t
RUIE U H=A I gah Tufy el A ot

No timelines

®Is gug W1 T8

¢ The amended statute does not contain any timelines or fix a reasonable period for the
probe.
TR ST & oid & fow wis awa din an 3fua saft Ruiia 78t &1 7 8

e The officer could drag it on endlessly, leaving the Waqf, which may consist of schools,
hospitals, and charitable institutions, “high and dry”, maybe for years together.
ISR ST a BT 3d HId d Vi Tobdl 8, oI a9, o ¥, SRuard ik
T R & T &, "Tepa e R A, g ast dw 38 Sha B

e Again, Section 3C(3) of the amended Waqf Act empowers the desighated government
officer, ranked above District Collector, to determine the title of the property, which is
strictly a function of a competent court or tribunal with room for appeal to higher courts.

R O, I gaw AT o) YRT 3¢(3) foTaT Fage? A FWR IP a1 A1fd IWRPRY
HRYSTR BT Wl & wrfid &1 FHufRor $33 #1 AfteR 0t 8, o a3 fedt wem
ATTAd AT ATYB0T HT B & 3R e =T =araraa § enfted o1 Jomew gl 81

e The statute is again mum on whether the aggrieved Waqf management or its representative
will be given a fair opportunity to be heard during the inquiry.
FTH 39 R i 9u § & a1 fifSa 9aw yde a1 39 ufafiy & 5 & SR =amaguf
IS BT EER foar S|

o To make matters worse, the proviso allows the officer to change the revenue records,
thus altering the status of a Wagqf property into a government asset, paving the way for
fait accompli if the wagf management takes the litigation route in future.
A B 3R TRIE HR Y, WauT SRS #Y Iora ifiae dgaq @ srqufa 3ar e,
O a9 dufy ot (R 1 IReRY wult & gga far S 8, 9k ofR 9% yee Hidw
7 faftres At 3u=rar 8, T U8 U e Tairell (SrawaHrdl fRufe) tar e ar g |

e Moreover, Section 3C(4) armed the State government with power to instruct the State
Wagf Board to delete the property from their records.
3P (G, YIRT 3C(4) 7 T PR ! Jg N < fob 98 Iy 99 IS ol e 2 fF 3
3Tt sifieral | Huft &t ger ¢ |

e The court found the proviso “totally unconstitutional” and prima facie arbitrary.
3fETEd A T WU ! "I e SRIQHUTAS" SR WU THAT AU U

e Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai, who wrote the judgment, termed the entire process
of depriving Wagfs of their status and valuable properties “unilateral”.
YRA & YT Arrehizr (CJI) .8MR. 7as, A a8 thaarn foran, 3 3ath! &1 39@! U 3R
Ted Fufd § dfad S &1 IR Uihal & "THaR BT IR e

e The judgment said the process, with no means for a judicial application of mind, amounted
to an encroachment on the courts’ domain and a violation of the doctrine of separation
of powers, which is part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.
Tod & ol T b T ufehan, o =anfes faaR &1 o018 w1eF 781 ©, Sererdl & Sifiedr
& W Afsryor 3R AfRTal & qUaHur & Rigia o1 Seaye o, S | & ga wea-r
CaRRESSIC]

e Staying the implementation of the proviso of Section 3C(2) and its sub-sections (3) and
(4), the judgment held that the status of the Waqf property would remain intact till the
dispute is finally decided by a Waqf Tribunal, subject to further orders of the State High
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Court.

UIRT 3C(2) 3R ITH! SUURTSA (3) 3R (4) F WAL & PrAT-Ga= R I T4 gC, Haad A

Fgl 7 fob g Hufa ot AT 99 o gyt 38t o9 ao [ fdare &1 sifdw fuerT 9w
feega gr1 A v ofra, oIR8 I = AT F I F e R AR wam
The management would neither be dispossessed of the wagf property nor any changes
made in the revenue of Waqf Board records.
Y& Y 9 o 9o Fufy I dfrd far e 3R 7 8 99w a1 fiaal & IR # B
gf¥ad foar s
On the other hand, the mutawalli was also barred by the Court from alienating the
property any time between the commencement of the inquiry and the final decision by
the Tribunal.
TR SR, gaaeet &1 | rgrad gRT ufdaiia foar 1 6 98 o 3E g1 ° AR fesgma
% ifaw fAvfg a@ Tufy &1 99 a1 geaiaiRg T81 B ol
This balances the right. The public, after all, cannot fall prey or suffer loss if the Waqf
property was indeed proved to be an encroachment on public land.

[ T 31T 81 SMRIRPR, 3R IP Jufl arad H Hrdwii-iab Y =
aﬁmwwﬁa@ﬁ%ﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁmwﬁ%wﬁm
Similarly, the Court has reinforced the Minority community’s right to religious
observances in a Waqf property even if it is declared a ‘protected monument’.

U UBR, ST + AeTEEIS TGN & AUBR BI Jee fhar [& 9 aow Jufy w ufifes
BT FX THhd §, WAl 51 I8 AR WIRS" TT B 131 T 31
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Top court asks who will decide that
areligious conversion is ‘deceitful’

Petitioner-advocate seeks a ban on such conversion; NGO's counsel seeks a stay of ‘Freedom of Religion’ Acts, which, he

says, are getting more and more strident as courts grant bail and bring relief to persons accused and arrested under them

Krishnadas Rajagopal

Additional Solicitor-

NEW DELHI F - h d = Some = Senior advocate C.U. Singh, representing an General K.M. Nataraj said
alt a n petitioners have NGO, said that the States had enacted increasingly the case was coming up for
opposed the stringent laws that even make it possible for third

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday asked a
petitioner seeking
a complete ban on “deceit-

freedom

validity of the
anti-religious
conversion laws

The Supreme Court is

hearing pleas that Nave  EteerrRlES e

parties to file criminal complaints
ﬁ
against interfaith couples

= Additional Selicitor-

hearing after three years,
“and suddenly they [the
petitioners] are asking for
stay”

ful” religious conversions raised questions on the [N LT L General K.M, Nataraj, on In 2023, while hearing

who exactly will decide right to faith, marriage  ECICRUCHUN behalfrjs;:mel Statfes- the case, the court had re-

whether an inter-faith mar- and personal liberty in laws work Sogpc:)s: thte Tasv:as or fused to refer to the Law

riage is fraudulent or not. a democracy as State to prevent y Commission the question

Chief Justice of India governments bring conversion ® The court scheduled whether “forcible conver-
through the case after six

B.R. Gavai agreed with se-
nior advocate C.U. Singh,
appearing for an NGO
questioning the validity of
the increasingly stringent
anti-religious conversion
laws across 10 States, that
the court sits to examine
the constitutionality of
laws, and not to make laws.

Petitioner-advocate Ash-
wini Upadhyay said his pe-
tition was against religious
conversion through allure-

in strict legislation
against unlawful
religious conversion

allurement,
fraud and
force

weeks to consider the
question of stay after
~  hearing from the States

that a religious conversion
was deceitful or not?”

Mr. Singh, appearing in
the case along with senior
advocate Indira Jaising and
advocate Vrinda Grover,
said that States such as Ut-
tar Pradesh, Himachal Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Ut-

ly anti-conversion laws,”
Mr. Singh submitted.

He sought a stay of these
laws, which were getting
more and more strident as
courts grant bail and bring
relief to persons accused
and arrested under them.

The court scheduled the

these laws included a “mi-
nimum 20-year sentence
or a maximum of life im-
prisonment”. The bail con-
ditions were on a par with
the draconian Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act.
The burden of proof was
on the convert to prove

sion” should be made a
separate offence relating to
religion under the Indian
Penal Code.

The government had
even opposed the locus
standi of the NGO, Citizens
for Justice and Peace, re-
presented by Mr. Singh, to
move the court against
these laws.

Mr. Singh had, however,
argued that these State
laws amounted to undue

ment and duplicity. Mr. tarakhand, Gujarat, case after six weekstocon- that he or she was not interference in a person’s
Upadhyay argued that one = Chhattisgarh, Haryana, sider the question of stay forced or “allured” to right of choice of faith and
had the right to propagate  Jharkhand, and Karnataka  of the implementation of change faith, senior coun- life partner. He said each
religion under Article 250f had enacted copycat the Acts. sel argued. State’s law was used by the
the Constitution, but notto  “Freedom of Religion” Acts “For anybody who mar-  other as a “building block”

convert through fraud or

one after the other, with

Frivolous complaint

ries inter-faith, bail be-

to make a more “virulent”

force. Rajasthan recently coming Mr. Singh said recent comes impossible. These law for itself.
Highlighting the risk his  up with one. amendments made in are Constitutional chal- The petitions have ar-
plea posed to the freedom “The batch of laws are  these Acts empowered lenges... It is not just mar-  gued that these State laws

of conscience enshrined in
the Constitution, Chief Jus-
tice Gavai pointedly asked,
“But who would find out

characterised as Freedom
of Religion Acts, but they
contain everything but
freedom. They are virtual-

third parties to file crimi-
nal complaints against cou-
ples in inter-faith marriage.
The punishment under

riages but any normal
church observances or fes-
tivals, mobs may come...”
Mr. Singh submitted.

have a “chilling effect” on
the right to profess and
propagate one’s religion,
enshrined in Article 25.

Top court asks who will decide that a religious conversion
is ‘deceitful’
SEdH IaTad H [ST {6 &9 9a o3 & aifife ufvada
e The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked a petitioner seeking a complete ban on “deceitful”
religious conversions who exactly will decide whether an inter-faith marriage is fraudulent or

not.

AR &1 SEad <ARAd A U AMiIdidhdi 9, o "Seyqor

T uftaed=T o quf ufasy

TR T, T YD1 b SieR-enffe faare enaragiquf § a1 =2, s9e Fofa araa d &F |

e Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai agreed with senior advocate C.U. Singh, appearing
for an NGO questioning the validity of the increasingly stringent anti-religious conversion
laws across 10 States, that the court sits to examine the constitutionality of laws, and not
to make laws.

YR & G AT (cJ1) &38R, a8 7 aky siftradar dt.g, Rig T vgdfd Sk, S e
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R AP WS (NGO) Ft 3R T U gY & 3R 10 Il A dolt § Fs Bl o1 Xg unfifep
Rad faRreht ST &t dear IR Tard 31 %8 3, fb Sarad &1 H1H STl Bt At
1 offd AT, 7 b B FH1

o Petitioner-advocate Ashwini Upadhyay said his petition was against religious conversion
through allurement and duplicity.

-3ifRraerT Y= IUTHT = BT fob 7! AlfeIepT UaHT 3R Bd & H1EH I gF
gt urfife afad= & faes g1

e Mr. Upadhyay argued that one had the right to propagate religion under Article 25 of the
Constitution, but not to convert through fraud or force.

ot IuTeET 3 e foa o foreht &) Wiy & e 25 % dgd o TaR 3R &1 SISR g,
QAfe eiamerdY a1 sagde o ufvads A &1 sfteR 61 71

o Highlighting the risk his plea posed to the freedom of conscience enshrined in the
Constitution, Chief Justice Gavai pointedly asked, “But who would find out that a religious
conversion was deceitful or not?”
3ot aTferenT § Widy | ffgd fade &Y wadadn & it 39 Gk &1 IR -d gu, G
=ararefter Tag 3 W IR W g@T, “dfd I8 S a1 ame {6 urffe ufvad sayguf o1 ar
ik

e Mr. Singh, appearing in the case along with senior advocate Indira Jaising and advocate
Vrinda Grover, said that States such as Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Jharkhand, and Karnataka had
enacted copycat “Freedom of Religion” Acts one after the other, with Rajasthan recently
coming up with one.

ot Rig, St 59 oma & afvy siftragar SR sl iR siftraemr dar Mar & Iy I g, A
ogl fb IR wewT, ferrae wewr, wen wen, SRS, ORI, BITe, gRamm, sIREs 3R
Pl o I 3 TP & aI¢ U "UH oI Tazar AR s91U €, 3R 81 & § IeTRIT A
1t U1 U HI O fbam B

e “The batch of laws are characterised as Freedom of Religion Acts, but they contain
everything but freedom. They are virtually anti-conversion laws,” Mr. Singh submitted.

ot Rig A g1, 7 S &) o ) Tadar i o571 71 g, Afe S0 Wadadr & Srarar
9 $3 5| 3 araa ¥ ol gRad= faRieht s 51

¢ He sought a stay of these laws, which were getting more and more strident as courts grant
bail and bring relief to persons accused and arrested under them.

ﬁ%?@m@m(stay)ﬁuﬁﬁ,sﬁsﬁv&mﬁ_aﬁm@%wﬁ?msﬁﬂ?
Jed IRTAR 3R IR safeRTal &) SHd 3R I8d UGH S Ll 8

e The court scheduled the case after six weeks to consider the question of stay of the
implementation of the Acts.

3{EIAd - B HWTE 91 39 HTHd &1 YAaTs a9 &I difdp Il & Sraf-aad R R &
Ty R faaR foar S |

www.patrioticias.in

Frivolous complaint

=

e Mr. Singh said recent amendments made in these Acts empowered third parties to file
criminal complaints against couples in inter-faith marriage.
&t g = o1 fob 37 ifafami 7 grel €1 # fobq 7w et A AR uadl 7 SieR-urfife farg
B a1 GO o et SRS RIerad oof 67 &1 3R & fear 21

e The punishment under these laws included a “minimum 20-year sentence or a maximum
of life imprisonment”.
T B & ded ol § “LAqH 20 T9 BT HRIAT AT SAfpan Sreftas SRIERT M g

e The bail conditions were on a par with the draconian Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).
S Pt 4 $8 RS Afafaftr (Faron siftfaw (UAPA) & sRTer off|

e The burden of proof was on the convert to prove that he or she was not forced or “allured”
to change faith, senior counsel argued.
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IRy g@id 3 qo foar i ef ufvad™ 3 are aafed R g5 Jqd &1 991 ¢ % 98 sagde o
TR I o aRad- T R @1 R

“For anybody who marries inter-faith, bail becomes impossible. These are Constitutional
challenges... It is not just marriages but any normal church observances or festivals,
mobs may come...” Mr. Singh submitted.

<3 1t e SR-enfifer faare wear 8, SUF fae s SrRAvd Bl oirell 8 1 3 Haut e
gAIfoi 8. 98 aq fdare d& ifid 81 ¢ afew fpdt off I o qer a1 eie Rl a of,
W5 a8t uga udl 3. ot Rig A Fal
Additional Solicitor-General K.M. Nataraj said the case was coming up for hearing after
three years, “and suddenly they [the petitioners] are asking for stay”.

S RE &.UH. TS A Bl & T8 Ama i re 91 gAdTs & forg o
T ®, “3IR 3EF® U [Afadhidhd]] R (stay) B AT IR B 8 1

In 2023, while hearing the case, the court had refused to refer to the Law Commission the
question whether “forcible conversion” should be made a separate offence relating to
religion under the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

2023 ﬁwmﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁw&mﬁwmﬁ%w U F STBR PR faar
o7 foh o1 “qeqd® U URRacT &I U ¢S HigdT (IPC) & dgd U & Hafrd SIeT SruRTY
CRIRISIEIEIHY
The govemnment had even opposed the locus standi of the NGO, Citizens for Justice and
Peace, represented by Mr. Singh, to move the court against these laws.

DR = 39 B & RIATD Sfarerd J oH & g it Rig gR1 ufaiYa fée U NGO,
fYfes=1 Bk wied U8 W & SIS (locus standi) &1+ faR1e fawar 7|
Mr. Singh had, however, argued that these State laws amounted to undue interference in a
person’s right of choice of faith and life partner.

gretifas, ot Rig 3 ad fean o1 % 3 wroa S foelt afda & enf ok shiamardt 71 &
ATYBR 7 Jgfrd sxaely #a 7|

He said each State’s law was used by the other as a “building block” to make a more
“virulent” law for itself.

I2 FET & UAD Ieq BT BT 3= A1 gRT U “Fafor s (building block)’ & &4 &
IUANT foan T a1fcs g 31U fore U SR U “BSIR (virulent)” BT &1 Tk |

The petitions have argued that these State laws have a “chilling effect” on the right to
profess and propagate one’s religion, enshrined in Article 25.

gifetaft & dds fear Tar @ for 3 ey S Srgwde 25 § FAfRd o enf &1 yaR-waR w5
¥ AfYPR W “HYTGE YHTT (chilling effect)’ ST 3 |
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GS I: Governor, Legislature _§
Constitutional clarity
Presidential Reference proceedings
boost case against delays by Governors

he hearings on the Presidential Reference
T that followed the Supreme Court judg-

ment on April 8, 2025, clarifying the con-
stitutional position on the powers of the Gover-
nor and the President in providing assent to Bills
passed by State Assemblies, have largely con-
firmed that Governors should not indefinitely
withhold assent to such Bills. Addressing the 14
questions posed in the Presidential Reference,
the observations of the five-judge Bench largely
converged on the constitutional principles eluci-
dated in April. The question by the Chief Justice
of India, B.R. Gavai, on whether the Court should
“sit powerless” while Governors make “compe-
tent State legislatures defunct” echoed the core
concern in the April judgment — that constitu-
tional offices cannot paralyse democratic gover-
nance through inaction. While States’ counsel
largely argued along political lines based on
which parties governed them, this did not detract
from the thorough examination of Articles 200
and 201 during the proceedings. The argument
that the Constitution’s silence on specific time-
lines in these Articles does not grant unlimited
discretion to Governors remains compelling.
When the Solicitor-General argued that Gover-
nors serve as a “check on hasty legislation”, the
Bench’s response also indicated the tension bet-
ween this position and democratic principles.
Justice Vikram Nath’s observation, that Gover-
nors “cannot sit over the wisdom of the legisla-
ture indefinitely”, was succinct.

That only Opposition-ruled States have faced
prolonged delays, as pointed out by Kerala’s
counsel, suggests the constitutional framework
itself is not ambiguous but that its application has
become selective. The Bench’s examination of
why judicial review applies to Governors’ recom-
mendations under Article 356 (President’s Rule)
but supposedly not to actions under Article 200
(assent to Bills) highlighted potential inconsisten-
cies in arguments defending unlimited discretion
for Governors. The proceedings related to the
questions posed in the Presidential Reference de-
monstrate why the April judgment’s framework
remains constitutionally sound and necessary to
maintain the balance between federal coopera-
tion and State autonomy. The question from
these hearings is on why the Centre chose this
unusual route. As scholars have established, an
advisory opinion by the Court under Article 143
does not override a binding judgment under Arti-
cle 141. If the Centre genuinely sought clarity on
the April judgment, well-established judicial pro-
cedures such as review petitions or curative peti-
tions were available. When the Court’s final reply
to the Reference is received, the Centre should
accept the constitutional boundaries that the
April judgment and these proceedings have rein-
forced, rather than continuing to pursue powers
that would alter the delicate federal balance that
the Constitution has established.

Constitutional clarity
HauTfre Ty
Hearings on the Presidential Reference

Iyl deH W garg

¢ The hearings on the Presidential Reference that followed
the Supreme Court judgment on April 8, 2025, clarifying the
constitutional position on the powers of the Governor and the
President in providing assent to Bills passed by State
Assemblies, have largely confirmed that Governors should not
indefinitely withhold assent to such Bills.

8 31Ud 2025 & YA B¢ F fvfg & a1 5T agufer HeH W g
graTs, forad I faurayTelt gRT ol fagae! IR Ireaure $fiv

! gl BT YT AT WE B 718 M, 798 WA |
g g ! i Turd T fadge! W sifRffaee do Jgafd Tal
R Fobvdl |
e Addressing the 14 questions posed in the Presidential
Reference, the observations of the five-judge Bench largely
converged on the constitutional principles elucidated in April.

e A I3 T 14 U R fI@R 9= gu, ura-
grareieia fis o) fewftrf 98 99 W i & Wy fru e
Syt Riidl & A @I |
e The question by the Chief Justice of India, B.R. Gavai, on
whether the Court should “sit powerless” while Governors make
“‘competent State legislatures defunct” echoed the core concem
in the April judgment — that constitutional offices cannot
paralyse democratic governance through inaction.

YR & &I AT §.3R. a8 &1 38 Uy o &1 3rgrad &1
fIST GIHR 96T TIYT” Tafeh AU T T fyerTaradt o1
fAfSpr B2 3a B, 3rfid & Moy &) qa Rt &1 dgvrar s — &
HaeTfae ug Fisrad & Tem 3 aedii® - &I U7 Tal
CEIRC
o While States’ counsel largely argued along political lines
based on which parties governed them, this did not detract from
the thorough examination of Articles 200 and 201 during the
proceedings.

Sfefob Il & gebiell 4 HBd: eTee MUY W b QT fob
I A Ifal TR R I8 S, Y BRIATS! B AR TG 200
3R 201 B! T Tl R DI 3R &1 US|
e The argument that the Constitution’s silence on specific
timelines in these Articles does not grant unlimited discretion to
Governors remains compelling.
gg I WA 8T b Tfde™ &1 39 sradal § JHaid )R 34
T ot &1 SRffdra fade e e gan
o When the Solicitor-General argued that Govermors serve as
a “check on hasty legislation”, the Bench’s response also
indicated the tension between this position and democratic
principles.

e WiTRIe-S-Rd = U8 do {31 o Ieaure “sregarol # s
FHIA R 0 & U B S B4 ¢, a1 03 Bt ufafehar 4 9
fufa 3R drwpdife Risial & ot ara & 1t 39 foean
¢ Justice Vikram Nath’s observation, that Govemnors “cannot
sit over the wisdom of the legislature indefinitely”, was succinct.
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I fassw A1y 31 78 fewoft o Irsauma “faurdea &t gfemm W sHf¥de d@ 76l 96
T, HE SR T A

o That only Opposition-ruled States have faced prolonged delays, as pointed out by Kerala’s
counsel, suggests the constitutional framework itself is not ambiguous but its application has
become selective.
ST 3 e & qavta = $RTd foran, Haat fagey-=nRya sal &1 el fade &1 9T o1 gt
2, g8 guiar 8 i Tuife cian g sy <161 & Sfp ST SUaNT 9g-TeH® &) T |

¢ The Bench’s examination of why judicial review applies to Governors’ recommendations
under Article 356 (President’s Rule) but supposedly not to actions under Article 200
(assent to Bills) highlighted potential inconsistencies in arguments defending unlimited
discretion for Governors.

dis @1 a5 aHien i ot <amRie Tite ITsgural ot RGN W erjede 356 RTEUf <IR)
& SiaTfd AR I & Afch BT T T 3¢ 200 (FAFai ot wewfa) & Siqrld fharsi iR
g1, ISauTa & SR [IASTABR &1 a1d B aret dabi B WHTad SR &I SO
CRGIE

e The proceedings related to the questions posed in the Presidential Reference demonstrate
why the April judgment’s framework remains constitutionally sound and necessary to
maintain the balance between federal cooperation and State autonomy.

Hay A Io1¢ 7Y it A Feiferd wrfard! ag Sl § fob ot arfter & frofa 1 gfan
[deTfre 7 & gee ¢ 3R YHg YealT 3R Iy Wawdl & oF o §-18 389 & forg
3aRTD g |
e The question from these hearings is on why the Centre chose this unusual route.
Ewﬁﬁmmwa‘s’%%hﬁ% ST IR I FHT1As scholars have
established, an advisory opinion by the Court under Article 143 does not override a
binding judgment under Article 141.
o o fagml = RAfid faar 8, Srsdg 143 & SfaFid SieTed & IRTHRITET® I, 3¢ 141
& 3farid 3 U AT fAvfa ! < =181 Sl
o If the Centre genuinely sought clarity on the April judgment, well-established judicial
procedures such as review petitions or curative petitions were available.
afe S arda § 310l & UK UR Tl e o, A QAT AR ATt a1 |®Rfed arfeTd
SRt =AU e ufshant Juesy 2|
o When the Court’s final reply to the Reference is received, the Centre should accept the
constitutional boundaries that the April judgment and these proceedings have reinforced,
rather than continuing to pursue powers that would alter the delicate federal balance that the
Constitution has established.

o He W srererd @t sifo wfafsrar ur gnft, @ Fg &1 39 Hautfee dare & WieR
FRAT QT forg Siiet & F10fg SIR 371 Sdarfedl 3 Holgd a1 8, 99T 39 o a8 3 Wfaadl
&1 UST IRT 7@ Sl SfaU™ gRT RAMUT ATg® TEg dga- &I g6d o

Review Petitions and Curative Petitions

¢ Review Petition
* Provided under Article 137 of the Constitution of India.
* Governed by Supreme Court Rules, 2013 and Order XLVII of CPC (Civil Procedure
Code).

e Curative Petition
* Not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution.
* Created by the Supreme Court in Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra (2002) as an
extraordinary judicial remedy.
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Purpose

Review Petition

* To correct apparent errors on the face of the record (clerical, factual, or legal mistakes)
in a judgment.

» Example: Wrong calculation of compensation in a judgment.

Curative Petition

* To prevent gross miscarriage of justice even after a review petition has been dismissed.

* It acts as the last judicial resort.

Filing Authority

Review Petition
* Can be filed by the party aggrieved by the judgment.
Curative Petition

* Can be filed by the party aggrieved, but only after exhausting both appeal and review
options.

Time Limit

Review Petition

* Must be filed within 30 days from the date of judgment/order.

Curative Petition

* No fixed time limit in law, but must be filed within a reasonable time after dismissal of
review petition.

Bench Composition

Review Petition

* Usually heard by the same Bench of judges that delivered the original judgment (wherever
possible).

Curative Petition

* Heard by the senior-most judges of the Supreme Court, including those who delivered
the original judgment.

* Decided in chambers (not open court) unless the court orders otherwise.

Grounds

Review Petition

* Error apparent on the face of record.

* Discovery of new and important evidence not available earlier.

Curative Petition

* Violation of principles of natural justice (e.g., party not given fair hearing).
« Judge was biased or had a conflict of interest.

* Preventing abuse of process of the court.
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Malking health care safe for every Indian

n September 17, the

world observes World

Patient Safety Day. This

is a reminder that the
basic promise of health care
continues to elude us. Globally,
estimates show that one in ten
patients experience harm while
receiving care during
hospitalisation, and this number
rises to four in ten in outpatient
care.

For India, where the burden of
disease is rapidly shifting to
chronic conditions such as cancer,
diabetes, heart disease, and
mental health disorders, the
challenge is especially urgent.
These conditions demand
long-term frequent treatment,
creating more points where safety
lapses can occur. In acute care,
where the complexity of
treatment requires multiple
specialities to come together,
medical harm happens when
there is insufficient coordination.

Many faces of patient harm
Patients are usually vulnerable in
more complex situations, such as
hospital-acquired infections, blood
clots, or even unsafe injection or
transfusion practices. However,
patient harm can also show up in
everyday situations, such as
unintentional prescription of
inappropriate medicine
combinations, delayed diagnoses,
or preventable falls.

Hospitals across India are
placing higher standards on
delivery, by instituting quality
audits, developing protocols,
running staff trainings, and
strengthening infection control
alongside patient safety. In
practice though, systems designed
to protect patients are still
vulnerable to breakdowns. From
the health-care provider’s side,
doctors, nurses, and staff often
operate under extreme pressure.
Staff attrition, heavy patient loads,
long shifts, and inadequate staffing
mean that even when they want to
engage fully with every patient,
time and fatigue become serious
constraints. In India, unsafe care
persists because of a two-way gap

Sathya Sriram
is a health-care

strategist and
transformation leader

In India, unsafe
care persists
because of
overburdened
providers and
passive
uninformed
patients hesitant
to ask questions

— overburdened providers and
passive uninformed patients
hesitant to ask questions. Closing
this gap requires shifting
mindsets, where patients must be
empowered to become active
partners in care, and health-care
systems must welcome and enable
their participation.

A shared responsibility

Patient safety cannot rest on the
shoulders of doctors and nurses
alone. Families and patients
themselves play a vital role, by
asking questions, maintaining
personal health records, reporting
adverse drug reactions, and
following safe practices at home,
including not self-medicating.

In recent years, India has taken
important steps to build this
ecosystem. The National Patient
Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25) lays out a
roadmap, from adverse event
reporting to embedding safety into
clinical programs. Professional
networks like the Society of
Pharmacovigilance, India monitor
and report adverse drug reactions
nationwide. The National
Accreditation Board for Hospitals
& Healthcare Providers (NABH)
has raised benchmarks for patient
safety by auditing and embedding
practices for infection control,
patient rights, and medication
management. Yet, far less than 5%
of hospitals in India have earned
full accreditation.

Civil society has also stepped
up. The Patient Safety & Access
Initiative of India Foundation
works on strengthening regulatory
clarity of medical devices.
Another non-profit, the Patients
for Patient Safety Foundation
reaches 14 lakh households weekly
on safe health practices. It also
equips over 1,100 hospitals and
52,000 professionals.

This responsibility can extend
further to the media to shape
public understanding by
highlighting both failures and
successful safety models. Higher
education institutions can build
safety awareness early; corporates
can extend workplace programs

Making health care safe for every Indian

and fund safety campaigns
through CSR. Even technology
innovators have a role by
designing workflows that flag
harmful drug interactions or aid
communication during care.

Building a culture of safety
The WHO Global Patient Safety
Action Plan provides a blueprint
for integrating safety into all levels
of health-care systems. One
proven mechanism is the
establishment of Patient Advisory
Councils (PACs) to bring patient
voices into hospital
decision-making. Case studies
from high-income countries show
PACs improving safety,
communication and trust. India
can pilot and scale this model,
adapting them to local realities.

As India approaches the final
stretch of the National Patient
Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25),
governments must renew focus,
mobilise resources, incorporate
patient safety into medical and
nursing education, and close the
gap between policy and practice.
Hospitals, too, must rise to the
challenge, by meeting
accreditation standards,
embracing PACs, and
co-developing technology
solutions for catching errors early.

This year’s focus on safe care
for every newborn and every child
reminds us that we need to
safeguard care from the very first
breath of life.

True patient safety requires
integrated action across the entire
ecosystem. We need to move
beyond isolated efforts and build a
national patient safety movement.
On this World Patient Safety Day,
let us make this a shared mission,
with governments, hospitals,
patients, and civil society working
together to make safe care an
everyday reality of health care in
India.

With inputs from Som Mittal,
Chairperson, Patients for Patient
Safety Foundation (PFPSF), former
Chairperson Nasscom and Nadira
Chaturvedi, Co-Chairperson,
PFPSF
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TR URAH & T Wy ¢t &1 qRI& g1

World Patient Safety Day
fay it Ram foaw

e On September 17, the world observes World Patient Safety Day.
17 RideR 1 @t g fay Ift e fidaw & =u & 7t 2

e This is a reminder that the basic promise of health care continues to elude us.
Ig T e § & warea d@uTd &1 g arer oif ot gud gr 81

e Globally, estimates show that one in ten patients experience harm while receiving care
during hospitalisation, and this number rises to four in ten in outpatient care.
AP TR W STHAM Ja1d & 1 8% S | A TP Ao 3RArd § S@UTA & SR THA FI
THAT BT &, 3R Tg TS STICURC T@HTA A IR A T TP b ¢ ol g

e ForIndia, where the burden of disease is rapidly shifting to chronic conditions such as
cancer, diabetes, heart disease, and mental health disorders, the challenge is especially
urgent.
YRA & g, Sigf TT HT 9t dont I Srepriere fRAfaa S8 $IR, HYWAE, g I, 3R
AFRTS WA fIeRl o1 3R 93 e, I (A=Y 9§ Tg@qui o

e These conditions demand long-term frequent treatment, creating more points where safety
lapses can occur.
= fufagt & Srfeifere ik IR-aR A &1 Sl gl 8, o e A gd e &
3 b 14 T

¢ In acute care, where the complexity of treatment requires multiple specialties to come
together, medical harm happens when there is insufficient coordination.
dtg S@YTE H, STe gare B Sifeddr & forg @S faRiugrarel o 99y i g, Rifeeia
B 79 8Kl § S wafed qoeag e gl

Many Faces of Patient Harm

AN e F *5 U

o Patients are usually vulnerable in more complex situations, such as hospital-acquired
infections, blood clots, or even unsafe injection or transfusion practices.

RIS SR Sfed URTRUfTE! & JR&m & R FHeR 8d €, S Sruard | UTw HehHUT, Iad
Fle, 1 SRR SRR AT TTARISH 3N ITH |

e Patient harm can also occur in everyday situations, such as unintentional prescription of
inappropriate medicine combinations, delaégd diagnoses, or preventable falls.

R BT raT= iR & o 81 Fadl €, O 3T | e garei &1 e fera,
&R 3 M, o1 A aig fiRmae |

e Hospitals across India are placing higher standards on delivery by instituting quality
audits, developing protocols, running staff trainings, and strengthening infection
control alongside patient safety.
YR & SRYATA I U AR PR I8 8, oI UraT SHiTSe BT, Melbia fabiia ST,
TP UIRIEOT T, 3R HpHUT fRI=T0T BT HoTgd BT A1 g1 A1 TRa|

¢ |n practice though, systems designed to protect patients are still vulnerable to
breakdowns.
gTdifds, ARG =U T, ATl oY JRan & forg a9mg e Rvew st off Rivew faweaarsi
& yfa HagT=ita &

o From the health-care provider’s side, doctors, nurses, and staff often operate under
extreme pressure.
WA T YSTdT B 3R |, Siaex, T4 3IR W SRR AP gad § HH IRd 6|

o Staff attrition, heavy patient loads, long shifts, and inadequate staffing mean that even
when they want to engage fully with every patient, time and fatigue become serious
constraints.

www.patrioticias.in
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TIF B B!, HR 78S drs, de e, 3R ryafa wrfth &1 aace @ fF va gl d &R
RIS & 1Y R ST 918, THT 3R YP 7R FA 57 Scht €1

In India, unsafe care persists because of a two-way gap — overburdened providers and
passive uninformed patients hesitant to ask questions.

YR H SRRIET SWHT ST §+1 Tedl & ifch e g avbT e & — Srefires avgy aral
werar 3R fAfSrg, sHw= wiie <t vy go+ A fRafeam 8

Closing this gap requires shifting mindsets, where patients must be empowered to
become active partners in care, and health-care systems must welcome and enable their
participation.

S 3R DI HH IR & [0 Ag B IGATd AHIID ©, 51 Atell B I T 5T olfch d
S@UTA H AihT ATFIGR 59 b, IR WA SEHTA YU B! 3701 HRNGRT BT W@rTd
3R F&H BT AU

A Shared Responsibility

aren e

Patient safety cannot rest on the shoulders of doctors and nurses alone.
T YR&T Hadt Siael 3R Al & FHEl W 761 DS S Y|
Families and patients themselves play a vital role, by asking questions, maintaining
personal health records, reporting adverse drug reactions, and following safe practices
at home, including not self-medicating.
iar iR wiw wad YfAT UTd €, S U I@ T, safoaiTa W i a-me
¥, Wl qa1 gfafsaren #t Ruld S, ok W W FRiEa garsi H1 ure w3,
fored & gaT At | S99 M
In recent years, India has taken |mportant steps to build this ecosystem.
T & auf §, URd 7 39 nIRfRAFAS & & 91 & o Aeaquf wen 331 |
The National Patient Safety Implementation Framework (2018-25) lays out a roadmap,
from adverse event reporting to embedding safety into clinical programs

It FREm ST (2018—25) Uah JSHY URd el 5, forod ufagpe ge-ait
Gl T AR TR B TP HrIHI F ARG BT A 2 |
Professional networks like the Society of Pharmacovigilance, India monitor and report
adverse drug reactions natlonW|de

TqraTEd e SN ORI Aeas I¥ o1 | ufagpd gar ufafsarsy o
R 3R Raifé era &1 S ® o«

The National Accreditation Board for Hospitals & Healthcare Providers (NABH) has
raised benchmarks for patient safety by auditing and embedding practices for infection
control, patient rights, and medication management.
ﬂ@uamaaﬁvwmmaﬁ (NABH) 7 37 R & & W SQIU §, HehHUT
forr=or, Attt SRR, SiR gaT UdeA & ona &1 Siifee iR JHTART B |

Yet, far less than 5% of hospitals in India have earned full accreditation.

R 1, URA & 5% A Wt HH srarat A quf Ar=rar Ut @1 8|

Civil society has also stepped up.

ffae Aargdt A ot Her ser@T Bl

The Patient Safety & Access Initiative of India Foundation works on strengthening
regulatory clarity of medical devices.

Ui AT U T shRefed sifw $iear wssz faferc Suaol & e wgar
B! AOIgd TR R HIH Bl 6|

Another non-profit, the Patients for Patient Safety Foundation reaches 14 lakh
households weekly on safe health practices.

TS 3R TR-AHBRT TRT, Iy BIR U=e AT BIESH, & 80 14 A9 WY 06 TR
TRA TS & THER Ugard B

It also equips over 1,100 hospitals and 52,000 professionals.

T8 1,100 [ TR SRETATE SR 52,000 THGRY Bl 1t gufsTd axar 3|

This responsibility can extend further to the media to shape public understanding by
highlighting both failures and successful safety models.
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g5 et Wifsar o 1 e Tadt @ difes ardei=ie Tae & sRIwaars SR Twd JREl
ATl ®I IR TP AHR a1 S Toh |

¢ Higher education institutions can build safety awareness early; corporates can extend
workplace programs and fund safety campaigns through CSR.

I TRIST HRIT YREMT RS AT STed! UG IR Uhd o; HRUNCH SIS HAHH Ta1
T & R CSR ¥ A1eaw A TR&M PR & i 3% 9d |

o Even technology innovators have a role by designing workflows that flag harmful drug
interactions or aid communication during care.

gl d% b Wrenfira Tauad-edl AU €, T Ul ez TP o gIf-PR® gl
3ia:forarail o1 fafed & aTd@HTa & TaR § 7ag P |

www.patrioticias.in

Building a Culture of Safety
& DI AP BT

e The WHO Global Patient Safety Action Plan provides a blueprint for integrating safety
into all levels of health-care systems.

WHO Teliad U=ie A0 TaRM W W YurTel! & Tt TRl & [R&T JHifgd B3 o fog
T Sfiie UM SR g

¢ One proven mechanism is the establishment of Patient Advisory Councils (PACs) to bring
patient voices into hospital decision-making.
TS YA IUM g Ui Tsarges SIefied (PACs) & R, difds HISIl Pt Sfarst
reqare fofa-fmfor 7 =nfie 8t 9o |

e Case studies from high-income countries show PACs improving safety, communication,
and trust.
=T 3T aTd SN & HY Tl f3@Td § fh PACs R, HaR, 3R faym & sgra §|

¢ India can pilot and scale this model, adapting them to local realities.

mwgﬁw 3R fIaR &R J&Hd &, TN R TRAfdwarsi & SR
&ﬂ%laa I
¢ As India approaches the final stretch of the National Patient Safety Implementation
Framework (2018-25), governments must renew focus, mobilise resources, incorporate
patient safety into medical and nursing education, and close the gap between policy
and practice.
SR HRT IS I GR&T PrAT-aa ST (2018—25) F HfTH IRUI B 3R gl §, TPRI
P BIew I T1 ST, YA Y JerT, AfeHa ok ARFT Rian & Ih wRan it
AT, IR A 3R T 3 S BT e A HAT ARTY
o Hospitals must rise to the challenge, by meeting accreditation standards, embracing
PACs, and co-developing technology solutions for catching errors early.
[ 1 I BT AT BT AR, ATIAT HIFDI B GRT BT, PACs Bi SO, 3R
Il 3t i yweA & fog ae-te! waru™ fasia s
e This year’s focus on safe care for every newborn and every child reminds us that we need
to safeguard care from the very first breath of life.
3 e T T §X Aol 3R o T & g WRIGE q@HI R 3, &l 84 I1a faarar 8 i
T g ot Ugell A1 A g S@UTA Pt qR&M BT A1y
o True patient safety requires integrated action across the entire ecosystem.
Tt T TRe b o ¥ wiifRAufaast o & TR eréars simavas |
e We need to move beyond isolated efforts and build a national patient safety movement.
TH SIERT-SIENT YA § 31 Sg1 1feq SR IS I YR SHigher H1 AT 31 F1fgul
¢ On this World Patient Safety Day, let us make this a shared mission, with governments,
hospitals, patients, and civil society working together to make safe care an everyday
reality of health care in India.
=9 fay TRT JRem feagw WR, SMSU S U a1 fARm 9910, o WReR, SRudTd, B,
gﬁmw&wmaﬁmmﬁmﬁwmaﬁ?ﬁwﬁww
I
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Indians blame the political system, not their politicians

Indians make up one of the highest shares of respondents who want complete systemic change

| DATA POINT |

The Hindu Data Team

recent survey by the Pew

Research Center shows

that a majority of Indians
feel the need for major changes in
their political systems. On the oth-
er hand, more than two-thirds of
the Indians surveyed believe that
their elected officials are honest,
ethical, and well-qualified.

More than 50% of respondents
in most of the 25 surveyed coun-
tries said their political system
needs major changes or complete
reform. More than 70% of the sur-
veyed Indians said their political
system needs major changes or
complete reform, with 34% of peo-
ple vouching for complete reform.
(Chart 1)

Respondents differed when
asked about their confidence in
such changes taking place. For in-
stance, while a large majority of
respondents from South Korea
(87%) expressed a need for politi-
cal reform, more than half of the
people surveyed were not confi-
dent that those changes could be
made. However, of those respon-
dents who want political change,
Indians make the largest share of
those who are confident that these
changes can be made. The share of
respondents who were not confi-
dent that their systems could
change was the lowest in India.
(Chart 2)

While expressing a need for sys-
temic change, a majority of In-
dians held positive views about
their elected officials. The survey
asked adults in 25 countries to rate
select characteristics among the
elected officials in their country
(Chart 3).

Only one in three respondents
from India, Japan, and the Nether-
lands negatively rated their elected
officials. It should be noted that
smaller shares of respondents
from Japan and the Netherlands
believed that political reform was
necessary, contrary to India.
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Indians blame the political system, not their politicians

HRTT I Yoummedt 1 IV ¢d 8, 3ra- Aorifasi o1 761

Indians make up one of the highest shares of respondents who want complete systemic change

quf WoITeiivTa Igamd T1ed §U, HRIT Tdetr & Iwiar RReRI A4 §

Pew Rqsearch on Political Reform in India
YRA ¥ IeIfdP UR W Pew Research
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A recent survey by the Pew Research Center shows that a majority of Indians feel the
need for major changes in their political systems.

Pew Research Center gRT fT 11U giferar gderor T udt Iarar & fo WAl &Y siftrei=r
ST 30 TSI a3l § Agcayul 9gard & Sa=gadl Heqd ! g

On the other hand, more than two-thirds of the Indians surveyed believe that their elected
officials are honest, ethical, and well-qualified.

T iR, Tdeor B i WAl & S1-faeTs W e &1 A € i 3% g9 gu st
AFER, Afd® iR g 5|

More than 50% of respondents in most of the 25 surveyed countries said their political
system needs major changes or complete reform.

3ifRrepTer 25 a0 fPT T 3= F A 50% A AP STRemsil 7 Fe1 b 376 AeHIfaP o
! Hgedqul Igara a1 Yuf R B Aaeadmar g

More than 70% of the surveyed Indians said their political system needs major changes
or complete reform, with 34% of people vouching for complete reform.

A& T T HRET | | 70% | HTUP A HgT [ 31 AP a7 Bl Hgeayui agard
7 quf YR Bt a=IHdT 8, I 34% 1 Yol GUR &} ahIad 3 g

Respondents differed when asked about their confidence in such changes taking place.
o IuRgrarel & T ufvad=l & g | fayr & IR & g@T1 T a1 396 I 4 3

For instance, while a large majority of respondents from South Korea (87%) expressed a
need for political reform, more than half of the people surveyed were not confident that
those changes could be made.

IR & [QTY, Tah SIEH0T HITAT P 87% ITARGIAIS - ST+ YR B ARl
FI P, TAGUT fHT T M & 1P AT a8 T8 A 9§ o 3 Igera §va |

However, of those respondents who want political change, Indians make the largest share
of those who are confident that these changes can be made.

BT, Fo STRaIAI3H 7 ASFifae SGdTd o 337 odTs, I90 HIRAHA! 1 & Jad
3P g o 5T 91d H MY & b I deara foru o I €1

The share of respondents who were not confident that their systems could change was the
lowest in India.

o ITRerarelt &) a8 fayry 18t U1 fob 399 7 H 9caiid 81 ¥hdl §, 376! I HRd &
Jad B A |

While expressing a need for systemic change, a majority of Indians held positive views
about their elected officials.

Rivew ¥ 9gara ! sHaRadhdl Fad HRd gU, R ot fUewizr H@im 4 30 g3 §¢
Al & Ui HeRIHS e v

The survey asked adults in 25 countries to rate select characteristics among the elected
officials in their country.

e & 25 3N & TGB! ¥ 3 ¥ & g §U MfUPIal & o faRwarsii &1 geaid
IR & feld T T

Only one in three respondents from India, Japan, and the Netherlands negatively rated
their elected officials.

YR, U 3R exdey & Fad 9 o | T ITReIar A 30 g g iftraiivay o
AHRIAD =0 I Gedifard fdba|

It should be noted that smaller shares of respondents from Japan and the Netherlands
believed that political reform was necessary, contrary to India.

I8 &I <1 1Y ¢ 3 S ok ferdsd & STRarrsl &l Bl fewn Hiar oT fs Ierifase
GUR aGH 8, off b WRa & Awdid 21
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American politics as a power keg

Observers note that the potential for political violence has now reached very dangerous levels. Deepening ideological divides, demographic shifts, social media

outrage, and Donald Trump’s polarising politics have accelerated an already volatile history of racial, cultural, and institutional conflict

WORLD INSIGHT

Nissim Mannathukkaren

The story so far:
he killing of Charlie Kirk, a
right-wing youth activist and an
ally of MAGA nationalism and
U.S. President Donald Trump,
has terribly roiled American politics.
Many observers note that the potential for
political violence has now reached very
dangerous levels. In the recent past,
among Democrats, a state leader was
killed and another shot at; a state
governor was subject to arson attack
(2025); the Speaker of the House of
Representatives was attacked in which
her husband suffered serious injuries
(2022); and another state governor was
the subject of a failed kidnapping plot
(2020); among Republicans, Mr. Trump
was the victim of two assassination
attempts (2024) and the House majority
whip was shot at (2017).

Is there ideological and political
polarisation?

America has one of the highest income
inequalities amongst high-income
countries, which has only grown under
both Democrats and Republicans in
recent decades. Its racial composition has
changed significantly in recent decades.
In 1980, those who identified as white
alone were 80% of the population. This
had reduced to 58% in the 2020 census,
while those who identify as Hispanic and
Asian have increased from 8% to 25%
(note: people do change how they
identify their race, and there are also
methodological changes in the census).
The 2010s are the first decade in which
the white population declined. There is
also an increase in multi-racial families
and babies.

There is a substantial change in
political identification as well. Even
before Mr. Trump, the political centre,
with mixed liberal and conservative
positions, had shrunk from 49% in 1994 to
39% in 2014, while Republicans shifted to
the right, and Democrats shifted to the
left, according to the Pew Survey 2014. If
16% Democrats and 17% Republicans had
unfavourable views of each other in 1994,
this increased to 38% and 43%
respectively in 2014. There are serious
ideological differences between the two
partisans on issues such as immigration,
gun rights, abortion and gay and
transgender rights. While 76% of liberals
think that it is important to have racial
and ethnic diversity, only 20%
conservatives think so.

At least 57% of conservatives want to
live in a place with many co-religionists,
whereas it is only 17% for liberals. The
right-wing shows more ideological
partisanship as well: 63% of strong
conservatives have most of their close
friends sharing political beliefs, while it is
49% for strong liberals; 50% on the right
want to live where most people share
their political beliefs, while it is 35% on
the left. Republicans and Democrats differ
vastly on gun control: 85% Democrats
want a ban on assault-style weapons, 57%
of Republicans oppose this.

While 74% of Republicans support
teachers carrying guns, it is only 27% for
the Democrats, according to the Pew
Survey 2024.

Social media technologies have played
a huge role in the rise of right-wing
populist movements across the world,
including America, generating outrage on
contentious issues such as immigration,
race, nationalism, etc. As scholars Berry
and Sobieraj note, “outrage is virtually

Grim pattern: A person holds a U.S. flag during a vigil at Orem City Center Park, after U.S. right-wing activist and commentator, Charlie Kirk, an ally of U.S.

absent” from American newspapers in
1955 compared to the late 2000s.
Powerful figures, such as Elon Musk, have
weaponised polarisation through
platforms like X. Addressing the recent
right-wing “Unite the Kingdom” rally in
Britain, he said, “Whether you choose
violence or not, violence is coming to
you. You either fight back, or you die.”
Christopher Bail, a political scientist
studying polarisation, argues that there is
an increasing gap between social media
and reality, with the former amplifying
extreme views. His research shows that
73% of tweets about politics are generated
by just 6% of X users.

What is the role of Donald Trump in
polarisation?

American politics took a radically new
turn with the rise of Mr. Trump, an
anti-establishment figure, who became a
vehicle to channel white Christian
nationalism and further polarise an
already polarised society. He has taken
the Republican Party to the extreme right.
During the first term, the Varieties of
Democracy (V-Dem) Index recorded
American democracy as falling back to
1976 levels. In the short period of the
second term itself, experts see the regime
acquiring authoritarian characteristics
with executive power strengthening at the
expense of the Congress, abnegation of
institutional autonomy, targeting of
political opponents, universities, critical
media and free speech, and the
deployment of the army to quell protests.
Mr. Trump, as President of the nation,
instead of lowering the volatile emotional
atmosphere following Kirk’s
assassination, blamed the “radical left”
even before a suspect was identified and

President Donald Trump, was fatally shot during an event at Utah Valley University, in the U.S, on September 11. REUTERS

listed only the attacks against himself and
the Republican leaders. He ignored the
violence suffered by Democratic
politicians, or that of his supporters
violently storming the Capitol after the
2020 elections (Mr. Trump had pardoned
1,500 of them).

Also, critically, the accused targeting
Mr. Trump had mixed/confused political
leanings, which included either being a
registered Republican or actually voting
for Mr. Trump. While Mr. Trump
constantly demonises the radical left and
anti-fascist groups as solely responsible
for violence, his claims are unfounded.
From 1994 to 2020, there was one fatality
from anti-fascist attacks, and 21 killed in
left-wing violence (2010 to 2020), while
there were 329 victims from right-wing
violence (Center for Strategic and
International Studies). Democracy
requires the abjuration of violence,
whether it is by the left or the right. But
by refusing to acknowledge racist
anti-Black mass shootings like that in
Buffalo and Charleston, and that white
right-wing extremism is the biggest source
of domestic terrorism, Mr. Trump
dangerously whitewashes violence.

Is there an historical context to the
present crisis?

It would be myopic to see the present
moment solely as a result of the rise of
Mr. Trump and MAGA. America, as a
society built on the foundations of the
genocide of the native population, as well
as slavery, has a long history of white
supremacy, racism, gender discrimination
and vigilante violence. As the historian
Steven Hahn has argued, illiberalism is
not an aberration but as powerful a
current as liberalism, and is sometimes

American politics as a power keg

mixed with it. Such illiberalism was the
hallmark of even Democratic politicians
like George C. Wallace, an influential
governor (who failed to win the
Presidential nomination) in the 1960s,
who espoused racial hostility and
segregation of races. And illiberal currents
can be seen in aspects like racial
inequalities in incarceration. America has
an incarceration rate which is five to eight
times higher than that of France, Canada
and Germany in 2021 (The Sentencing
Project 2023).

If racial justice and prison reform
movements have led to the reduction of
the prison population by 25% since 2009,
it comes after a massive 700% increase
since 1972, disproportionately affecting
marginalised races. Even after a reduction
of the Black prison population by 39%
since 2002, Blacks were imprisoned at a
rate five times that of whites in 2021.
Worryingly, there has also been bipartisan
Democratic and Republican consensus in
rolling back some of the prison reforms.
Beneath the liberal exceptionalist claims
of the American polity lurks its violent
face, exemplified by the right to keep and
bear arms sanctified by the Constitution
in 1791.

The staggering nature of gun violence
in America is evident in the fact that the
rate of gun deaths was 340 times that of
the United Kingdom and 862 times that of
Japan. In 2023, there were over 700 mass
shooting victims alone, double that of
2018. Ironically, Kirk defended gun rights,
and termed gun deaths as an unfortunate
cost for protecting other “God-given
rights.”

(Nissim Mannathukkaren is a professor
with Dalhousie University, Canada, and he
is on X @nmannathukkaren)

THE GIST

The political centre, with
mixed liberal and conservative
positions, had shrunk from
49% in 1994 to 39% in 2014.
Republicans shifted to the
right, and Democrats shifted
to the left, according to the
Pew Survey 2014

v

In 1994, 16% of Democrats and
17% of Republicans held
unfavourable views of each
other; by 2014, this had risen to
38% and 43%, respectively

v

0On gun control, 85% of
Democrats back a ban on
assault-style weapons,
opposed by 57% of
Republicans. Meanwhile, 74%
of Republicans support
teachers carrying guns, versus
27% of Democrats, according
to the Pew Survey 2024
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SANR®T IS TP UTaR B Hi a8

Killing of Charlie Kirk and Political Violence in the U.S.
TTelt b Pt g MR SANDT A Aot f&ar

e The killing of Charlie Kirk, a right-wing youth activist and an ally of MAGA nationalism
and U.S. President Donald Trump, has terribly roiled American politics.

TS B &I g, O Th S -7 gar drdepdi ik MAGA aur 3@fvest Iafa
ST T/ & Tgant 9, ﬁaﬁhﬁﬂw—ﬁﬁﬁmﬂ?m g

o Many observers note that the potential for political violence has now reached very
dangerous levels.
B3 ARV BT B § b 31 eI fET &) G Sgd WawaTe &R do Ugd T 2|
¢ In the recent past, among Democrats:
81 & T A, Juihed & d:
o A state leader was killed and another shot at.
TS o4 Al &1 5T g5 3R U W et Fail |
o A state governor was subject to arson attack (2025).
UH VST TTGR TR RTSIHT BT gHeAT (2025) B3TI
o The Speaker of the House of Representatives was attacked, in which her husband
suffered serious injuries (2022).
wfaffer T & remer W g9 ganl, o 397 uf iR =1 & umaa (2022) gUI
o Another state governor was the subject of a failed kidnapping plot (2020).
TH 3 IS AR B B UGN ST (2020) T FRGR FHT1 US|

e Among Republicans:

o Mr. Trump was the victim of two assassination attempts (2024).
oft THr IR Y g WA (2024) §U

o The House majority whip was shot at (2017).
B39 AR fgu oR et =redt (2017) |

Ideological and Political Polarisation

e America has one of the highest income inequalities among high-income countries, which
has only grown under both Democrats and Republicans in recent decades.

AP ¥ IT-3Mg arat 33N & T S1fIH T SHIT 3, S 819 & o=1h! | SHIshed 3R
frufere gl & I F SR 941 71

¢ lts racial composition has changed significantly in recent decades.
BT & S| 1 3TD! AT W H Aol seard 3T g

o In 1980, those who identified as white alone were 80% of the population.

1980 A, S ANT Hadl e P U A UgIHd 3, I SIS BT 80% o |

e This had reduced to 58% in the 2020 census, while those who identify as Hispanic and
Asian have increased from 8% to 25%.

g TJT 2020 Pt SV H 58% I8 T8, Sdidh Sl AT fgedf=ies 3k TR & w0 &
UM §, 37! ST 8% A TGH 25% Bl T3 |
e The 2010s are the first decade in which the white population declined.

2010 T P USAT TTT G g orgH Hibg Tardt # fiRTae 35 |
e There is also an increase in multi-racial families and babies.

gt RaTY o @ 7 0 9 g B

Political Identification and Polarisation

et g iR ydidror
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e There is a substantial change in political identification as well.
gga § 7@yl seama s g

e Even before Mr. Trump, the political centre, with mixed liberal and conservative positions,
had shrunk from 49% in 1994 to 39% in 2014.
oft Ty 9 yga i, Ieifae Fg, o fAfYd SR Sik wvevEardt S0 3, 1994 T 49%
gTh 2014 T 39% g T UT|

o Republicans shifted to the right, and Democrats shifted to the left, according to the Pew
Survey 2014.
Frufre qIfg=it 3R 3R SWthed 13 3R Id T, Pew HIEIUT 2014 & IR |

¢ |f 16% Democrats and 17% Republicans had unfavourable views of each other in 1994,
this increased to 38% and 43% respectively in 2014.
T 1994 H 16% SHIH 3R 17% NufRid &1 th-g¥R & ufd sa@is-a ef®ior o1,
T 2014 T HH: 38% R 43% qP ¢ 1|

e There are serious ideological differences between the two parties on issues such as
immigration, gun rights, abortion, and gay and transgender

S I it e b S S
TR 3R Tieis? SfUerR |

o While 76% of liberals think it is important to have racial and ethnic diversity, only 20%
conservatives think so.

STafd 76% IeRATE T & o STt SR el fafaeran #eayuf 8, Had 20% TRevErd
T A & |

o At least 57% of conservatives want to live in a place with many co-religionists, whereas it
is only 17% for liberals.

H I BT 57% LTS T8 RIF W IS 9184 ¢ o] bs FHE UH & @nT 8l el
IeRarfeal & forw Had 17%|

Right-Wing Ideological Partisanship

Ige-fa q&ard

e 63% of strong conservatives have most of their close friends sharing political beliefs,
while it is 49% for strong liberals.
63% FSTgd TIREIUIATST & FIal GRA 3! ST HI=IdTs &I el oxd ¢, viaid
Holgd SRaTedl & T 49%|

e 50% on the right want to live where most people share their political beliefs, while it is 35%
on the left.
IR 3R 50% TF RIF W 381 916d & STaT HTABIRT TN ! ST AT DY T1em
R, e aTg 3R 35%|

o Republicans and Democrats differ vastly on gun control:

S AR fraaur R 9ga firg §
o 85% Democrats want a ban on assault-style weapons, 57% of Republicans
oppose this.

85% SHIhey 3RiTee-IeTSd SIYUR] UR Ufaay 918d 8, STafh 57% Nuferd- suam
ERBERGE]

o While 74% of Republicans support teachers carrying guns, it is only 27% for
Democrats, according to Pew Survey 2024.

Pew Survey 2024 & 3[R, Said 74% Rufere- fRreret ot gRaR @ 91 &1
TJudT H €, I8 SHIheH & fog Fad 27% & |

Role of Social Media in Right-Wing Populism

IEe-fdT ApquaHar“g | arRra Hifesar &t Yy

¢ Social media technologies have played a huge role in the rise of right-wing populist
movements across the world, including America, generating outrage on contentious issues
such as immigration, race, nationalism, etc.
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rerer Wifear ae-ie 3 g wR 1, faiva et B, Age A aequras sigiaqt &
350 & Heaqul Yt FTs &, R SiTenTRT a1 5o 2, oI SITYaTRI, e, AFaTS 3|

As scholars Berry and Sobieraj note, "outrage is virtually absent" from American
newspapers in 1955 compared to the late 2000s.

SR fagH oY SR st A g1, 1955 T SRS THARTAT | "STehIRT TTHT SR
T, Safdr 2000 & 3id I I d¢ 41
Powerful figures, such as Elon Musk, have weaponised polarisation through platforms like

X.
iferRmTelt R, S TEH 1, 3 X O Wiew ! & Head § ydtedor o gaR & e g

Addressing the recent right-wing "Unite the Kingdom" rally in Britain, he said, "Whether you
choose violence or not, violence is coming to you You either fight back, or you die."

@éﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬂé_{ﬁﬂ'ﬂmte the Kingdom" Yl & alfdd $vd X, GTEﬁW g MY
f&ar g+ o 1, & 3muds Uy o ¥t 31 39 A1 o WS, AT R S 1"

Christopher Bail, a political scientist studying polarisation, argues that there is an
increasing gap between social media and reality, with the former amplifying extreme views.

A9, ST YFBRUT BT 3T IR IR ©, BT adb ¢ [ e Hifeam 3R
o 3R 9 Y81 8, Prd qd reafires efdeiur &l 91 @1 2|
His research shows that 73% of tweets about politics are generated by just 6% of X users.
ggﬁ T 9 U Il 8 o I TR 73% gied Had 6% X STARTHISA gRT SIH

|

Role of Dopald Trump in Polarisation

H SiHTes g ot

American politics took a radically new turn with the rise of Mr. Trump, an anti-establishment
figure, who became a vehicle to channel white Christian nationalism and further polarise
an already polarised society.

3R I H ft er & I3 & Y Ue HifabR] dgard 31, S U Udl-ueefR=mie
viieHyd 3, ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁméﬂﬁwaﬁnﬂmﬁrmﬁ?m@ﬁwwﬁ
3R faufora famam|

He has taken the Republlcan Party to the extreme right.

P S gfarog< R o a2

During the first term, the Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) Index recorded American
democracy as falling back to 1976 levels.

Ugd BB P SR, Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) Index = 3Mf¥&! @dda ! 1976
F TR W RA gu ot faan

In the short period of the second term, experts see the regime acquiring authoritarian
characteristics with:
TR PRI $1 BT 3fafy H, Ao = e & a=Ime! deor ¢, o
o Executive power strengthening at the expense of Congress
TR T HTIT DI ST IR Tolgd gl
o Abnegation of institutional autonomy
IRITT WAl DT IR
o Targeting of political opponents, universities, critical media, and free speech
|, farsyfaremera, sefeTere Wifsan siv Tadsar yryor iR i
o Deployment of the army to quell protests
Iy e[ 31 M & fow |91 &1 ST
Mr. Trump, as President, instead of lowering the volatile emotional atmosphere following
Kirk's assassination, blamed the "radical left" even before a suspect was identified and listed
only the attacks against himself and Republican leaders.

IPufd & &0 F 4} U A, B Bl 51 P §1G AR HIGATHD AT DI BH B b ToilT,
wfemy 1 TEaH B 3 Uea € AP e B A GERT 3R Had e 3R RufRre
Aaraii W gU gHAl B! Yalas b

He ignored the violence suffered by Democratic politicians, or that of his supporters
violently storming the Capitol after the 2020 elections (Mr. Trump had pardoned 1,500 of
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them).

B@ﬁmuﬁﬁmﬁméﬁﬂéﬁfwmmwﬁmzozo ¥ TAI9 & 91 BfUea
IR §9® gHa ! FoR i fham (St <7 3 399 | 1,500 Y AIE o fear o)

Critically, the accused targeting Mr. Trump had mixed/confused political leanings, which
included either being a registered Republican or actually voting for Mr. Trump.
Hed Ul U ¥, 4t o Y FT S aret SR} bt ffSrarufia Teitfoe geera i, i/ @
g1 dl Ushtgpd Nufere=T 3 a1 arad o ot ow o aie fear 1l

While Mr. Trump constantly demonises the radical left and anti-fascist groups as solely
responsible for violence, his claims are unfounded.
Wﬁmw%&wﬁwsﬁ?wmw@ﬁﬁwﬁmmmaﬁﬁ
g, 3% 2 RTId €|

From 1994 to 2020, there was one fatality from anti-fascist attacks, and 21 killed in left-
wing violence (2010 to 2020), while there were 329 victims from right-wing violence.
1994 ¥ 2020 9F, TH-PRIE g0l § TH Hid, 3R dAve-f37 fFar (2010 9 2020) & 21 #t
Hid, Safe Jge-fa fFar & 329 fifga 2

Democracy requires the abjuration of violence, whether by the left or the right.

Aepda & forg smawaes g fos fgar o1 ufeamT fosar Sie, =18 98« §) a1 grd |

By refusing to acknowledge racist anti-Black mass shootings like in Buffalo and
Charleston, and that white right-wing extremism is the biggest source of domestic
terrorism, Mr. Trump dangerously whitewashes violence.

ThaY 3R TTeies o ST Tel-te A Y ) WHR 3 Y THHR =P, IR T8
?ﬁeﬁﬁmﬁmmmmw‘ 1 Tl a1 I 2, Ao 3 R B @RS w9
I

Historical Context to the Present Crisis

IIAH Fhe &1 Bfage deu

It would be myopic to see the present moment solely as a result of the rise of Mr. Trump and
MAGA.

Fad oft T 3R MAGA & 3T & adHT &UT BT HRUI AT Wb 10f 2 fBHI0T I

America, as a society built on the foundations of the genocide of the native population and
slavery, has a long history of white supremacy, racism, gender discrimination, and
vigilante violence.

3T, S 3xft STaTd) F TRIABR 3R et F Hld R 771 JH &, ITH ibe quiwd,
wiferare, R Agura iR wdaTeroT i & e sfem 21

Historian Steven Hahn argues, illiberalism is not an aberration but as powerful a current as
liberalism, and is sometimes mixed with it.
SABISR T §F BT g1 ¢ [ AN PaiADdl Uh SUdIG Ta] dicth SGRAIG & SRIR
TS Yaa=iel Uare &, 3R Hi-at sad Iy e gt g
llliberalism was the hallmark of even Democratic politicians like George C. Wallace, an
mfluentlal governor in the 1960s, who espoused racial hostility and segregation of races.
TGRY 1960 ¥ XS T THIGRICH Mo wiel . arerd o

! faxerar off, freiR s <gar SR sifaay &1 Srema o)
llliberal currents can be seen in aspects like racial inequalities in incarceration.

P vgftal sRIa A ST sruTars ok Ugqst § ¢@ S Iad g |
America has an incarceration rate 5 to 8 times higher than France, Canada, and
Germany in 2021.

B! PRI X 2021 W Wid, HATST 3R At 5 Fer1 & 5 | 8 AT 3w ¢ |
Racial justice and prison reform movements reduced the prison population by 25% since
2009, after a 700% increase since 1972, disproportionately affecting marginalised races.
ST =1a 3R Sd YR SHiarel 3 2000 | Sd WG & 25% 3 HH 3, wiafs 1972 @
700% gfs g3 o, o1 SR yuTa gTRIT WR T8+ arelt sifaal IR US|
Even after a reduction of the Black prison population by 39% since 2002, Blacks were
imprisoned at a rate 5 times that of whites in 2021.
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2002 & AP A THEET | 39% Pt HU & [dulg, 2021 B AP Bt Ad 2 Alhg Bt ga-T
T 5 A1 H

There has also been bipartisan Democratic and Republican consensus in rolling back
some prison reforms.

PO o GURI D! 999 A4 § S 3R RufRie S wifdaf o1 geafa o &1 81

Gun Rights and Violence in America

3rfver A gRAR PR ofix &

Beneath the liberal exceptionalist claims of the American polity lurks its violent face,
exemplified by the right to keep and bear arms sanctified by the Constitution in 1791.
AR eI & SeR fafkiydr gral & Uie sq@ fgue dgw fur &, ot 3amu 1791
H Ty gR1 sRAR @A 3R YR R 31 SARUPR 3|

The rate of gun deaths in America was 340 times that of the United Kingdom and 862
times that of Japan.

aﬁﬁeﬁmﬁﬁmmamﬁﬂmaﬂmﬁuow&ﬁvwaﬂmﬁssz
AT AR

In 2023, there were over 700 mass shooting victims, double that of 2018.

2023 ¥, 700 & 31 AT FET Gifda 3, S 2018 1 g1 & g U1

Ironically, Kirk defended gun rights, and termed gun deaths as an unfortunate cost for
protecting other "God-given rights".

fIge1 78 & 7 o A SRAR RPR) &1 gura fa1, 3R eRAR ddl &1 37§47 vaw
SfUPRI" B &M & 1T T guiqul FHiAd SarT|

GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 17092025

1.

2,

5.

Foodgrain, fruit, and vegetable yield rose this year: Agriculture Minister
39 a9 W, B R Iferal #t 9eaR # gfs: i w=h

Rajnath Singh urges armed forces to be ready for unconventional
threats

STy 7 3 TR gl S S @l & fg duR Y8+ &1 3mrg foean
Indian Army troops undertake route march at 17,000 feet in Sikkim

YR J971 & SiaE1 A Rifdsd | 17,000 Wie &t Sars W ARl A foar

India seeks UNESCO recognition for ‘Chhath’
YRd A B6’ & T g~e! ar=aar 9Tt

On WHO essential medicines list, GLP-1 drugs for diabetes, weight loss

may become cheaper

YU P TS gareli dt GIt A, AYHE R 9o ge™ & fig shrgadi-1
TqT¢ IT g1 APl B

6.

Portable ion chromatograph brings real-world practice to classrooms

TIdTd AT HIRESHE Hemsi # arafd® giar 1 3ary a«r 8

7.
8.

Quiz
GST 2.0 — short-term pain, possible long-term gain

ST 2.0 — UBTAP HiSATS, HHIfad Srdpiferd Ty
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9. Unseen labour, exploitation: the hidden human cost of Artificial
Intelligence

T W, IMYUT: HAF gigaar (Al) Bt fsdt g5 a=da ara

10. To cut imports, govt. to pick 100 items for local manufacture

STATd HH HI1 & [T, WHR VI fAafor 8 100 axgaii &1 99+ St

BIG SHOT

In a new study in Scientific Reports, scientists have reported that octopodes have dominant
arms with which they explore their surroundings and use the other arms to move —

a discovery that shows octopus intelligence includes subtle bodily strategies that divide work
between different parts.
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Octopus and Its Parts

e The octopus belongs to Phylum Mollusca, Class Cephalopoda.

e [tis a marine animal with a soft, bilaterally symmetrical body and highly developed
nervous system.

e Known for: eight arms, three hearts, blue blood, camouflage ability, and high intelligence.

External Anatomy

e Arms (Tentacles)
o Eight muscular arms lined with suction cups.
o Used for grasping prey, locomotion, sensation, and defense.
o No skeletal structure; movement controlled by complex muscle arrangements.
e Mantle
o The bulb-like structure behind the head.
o Contains most of the vital organs: heart, stomach, gills, reproductive organs.
o Also houses chromatophores (pigment cells) for camouflage and communication.

o Large head with two prominent eyes (camera-type, highly advanced).
o Houses the brain (largest among invertebrates).
e Siphon (Funnel)
o Tube-like structure below the head.
o Used for jet propulsion by expelling water.
o Also used for respiration, excretion, and ink release.
e Mouth & Beak

o Located at the center of the arms (not easily visible externally).
o Contains a chitinous beak (parrot-like) for breaking prey.
o Inside the mouth is a radula (toothed tongue-like organ) for scraping food.
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Foodgrain, fruit, and vegetable yield
rose this year: Agriculture Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
on Tuesday that foodgrain
output as well as fruit and
vegetable production had
seen a significant rise this
year from those of the pre-
vious year.

He was speaking to
presspersons after a two-
day National Conference
on Agriculture - Rabi Cam-
paign, a joint meeting bet-
ween the Union and State
Agriculture Departments
to prepare the road map
for the upcoming winter
seasonal crops.

“The Central govern-

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

ment has set a production
target of 362.5 million
tonnes for 202526, up
from 341.55 million tonnes
last year. The country’s to-
tal foodgrain production
reached 353.96 million
tonnes in 2024-25, an in-
crease of 21.66 million

tonnes (6.5%) over the pre-
vious year. The country
achieved a record harvest
in key crops such as rice,
wheat, maize, groundnut,
and soybean. This output
was 12.41 million tonnes
higher than the set target
of 341.55 million tonnes,”
Mr. Chouhan said.

The conference dis-
cussed topics such as cli-
mate resilience; quality
seeds, fertilizers, pesti-
cides; horticulture, and
natural farming. It also de-
cided to boost pulses and
oilseeds productivity and
focus on integrated farm-
ing systems.

He said the Centre and
States will continue their

coordinated efforts to en-
sure agricultural growth
and farmers’ welfare.

On the flood situation,
he said the government is
making every possible ef-
fort to assist those affected
in States such as Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Jam-
mu, Uttarakhand, Maha-
rashtra, Assam, and parts
of Haryana. “The Centre
will leave no stone un-
turned in supporting the
States/Union Territories,”
the Minister said, adding
that efforts are being made
to ensure timely and adeg-
uate disbursal of insurance
benefits to farmers co-
vered under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.

Foodgrain, fruit, and vegetable yield rose this year:
Agriculture Minister

39 ¥ WTed, B SR "fowal 1 Ugrar # gfe: oy w=

e Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said on Tuesday that foodgrain output
as well as fruit and vegetable production had seen a significant rise this year from those
of the previous year.

FHa N T Rraxre g 9e A SR & S8 {6 39 a¥ @I Sdie & AY-rd

Bd R Al BT Iaure Uza af & ga1 & weayuf gfS ool &1 78 3|

e He was speaking to presspersons after a two-day National Conference on Agriculture —
Rabi Campaign, a joint meeting between the Union and State Agriculture Departments to
prepare the road map for the upcoming winter seasonal crops.
3 gl feadiia Tt S ae - 36 S & a1e WIRT 4 91d 3R 33 3, Sl 3% 3R I
P fqur &t st 2ftaeTel= Mt wael & O AsAY IR HA Bt Tgad d3 A

e “The Central government has set a production target of 362.5 million tonnes for 2025-26,
up from 341.55 million tonnes last year.
%Wﬁ 2025-26 & foT 362.5 Ffera= &1 IeureT ey My far 8, o s af &
341.55 fafer &1 § 31w B

e The country’s total foodgrain production reached 353.96 million tonnes in 2024-25, an
increase of 21.66 million tonnes (6.5%) over the previous year.

X FT Ho WL SAUTGH 2024-25 T 353.96

# 21.66 fAferr e (6.5%) B gfS B

o The country achieved a record harvest in key crops such as rice, wheat, maize,

groundnut, and soybean.

fafers &1 9% uga mn, o fUea 9 &t ga
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e This output was 12.41 million tonnes higher than the set target of 341.55 million tonnes,”
Mr. Chouhan said.
T8 JTe 341.55 it e & FMufiva dea & 12.41 Rl e aiftres a7 o ae = g
e The conference discussed topics such as climate resilience; quality seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides; horticulture, and natural farming.
| STeaTy, S ATa; MUYl ail, Idve, PlieTIe; IrTaH! iR urefae Qdt
o fowdt R =9 Y |
e |t also decided to boost pulses and oilseeds productivity and focus on integrated
farming systems.
P 1Y §1 Tal 3R fade & IdTeddr 9eM iR THiepd HY yunfedl iR e Higd
B &1 (ol feram

¢ He said the Centre and States will continue their coordinated efforts to ensure agricultural

www.patrioticias.in

growth and farmers’ welfare.
I35 T8 o g 3R o9 HiN Ay oi framt & wearor &1 gRfda 7 & fow s
AT T SR W

¢ On the flood situation, he said the govermnment is making every possible effort to assist
those affected in States such as Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu, Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra, Assam, and parts of Haryana.

a1e @t R R ITH Fe1 [ WK vare, fForae ye=r, o, IWRIEs, TeRIY,

India seek 3 Y 3R AT & $o fowal o Isat |/ uuifad @l o) weradT & forg gR Tvd
ndia SeeKs
] T R G 6
UNESCO . “The Centre will leave no stone unturned in supporting the States/Union
ss Territories,” the Minister said, adding that efforts are being made to ensure timely
recognltlon and adequate disbursal of insurance benefits to farmers covered under the

for ‘Chhath’
GS - A.C |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Culture Ministry on
Tuesday held a meeting
with senior diplomatic re-
presentatives of the UAE,
Suriname, and the Nether-
lands to seek their cooper-
ation for the multinational
nomination of the ‘Chhath’
festival for inscription on
UNESCO’s Representative
List of the Intangible Cultu-
ral Heritage of Humanity.

The meeting was
chaired by Vivek Aggarwal,
Secretary, Ministry of Cul-
ture, and attended by offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Culture, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, the Sangeet Na-
tak Akademi, and the IGN-
CA. The diplomatic
representatives welcomed
the initiative.

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.

‘e TTeUl/g TR YN & JHIT B | BIE HIR 8] Siem,” H2i 3 o, Iy
g g +ft SheT o6 wemw=t wae Siwn TieAr & d8d HaR [T e [t & awg
TR 3R waieg 9 arH YoM HA & forg uar fpe o 38 €

India seeks UNESCO recognition for ‘Chhath’
YR 7§ & T At wr=aar wieht

. The Culture Ministry on Tuesday held a meeting with senior diplomatic
representatives of the UAE, Suriname, and the Netherlands to seek their
cooperation for the multinational nomination of the ‘Chhath’ festival for
inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural

Heritage of Humanity.
TEpla HATAY - HITAAR &1 YU, AW 3R Frevdey & aky Heifas
Hivpias favraa ot wfafaf =

gfafAfedt & 9 98% Hi difds ot g

d e oA & e g & TgRIPIA ATHIB B ST YN AT o Heb |
. The meeting was chaired by Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of
Culture, and attended by officials from the Ministry of Culture, Ministry of
External Affairs, the Sangeet Natak Akademi, and the IGNCA.

Y 93F B AL WP AT & Al fadd srara 3 oF 3k 398 Twpfa
w,mm,mmmﬁm%a@wﬁ%w
|

e The diplomatic representatives welcomed the initiative.

FeAlde Uil 2 39 ugd &1 WrTd fbar|
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On WHO essential medicines list, GLP-1 drugs
for diabetes, weight loss may become cheaper

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

With the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) updat-
ing its Model Lists of Essen-
tial Medicines (EML) to add
the GLP-1 class of drugs for
diabetes with associated
comorbidities such as
obesity, access to these
drugs might just become
easier. Listing a medicine
on the EML is one step in a
series of actions that can
lead to lower costs, better
affordability, and greater
access.

The 25th meeting of the
WHO Expert Committee
on the Selection and Use of
Essential Medicines was
held from May 5to 9. It re-
viewed scientific evidence
showing that a group of
medicines called glucagon-
like peptide-1 (GLP-1) re-
ceptor agonists can help
people with type 2 dia-
betes — especially those
who also have heart or kid-
ney disease — and conclud-
ed that semaglutide, dula-

On WHO essential medicines list, GLP-1 drugs for

T

Affordable medicine: The WHO move is one step in a series of
actions that can lead to lower costs and greater access. GETTY IMAGES

glutide, liraglutide, and
tirzepatide would be ad-
ded to the EML. These
drugs are used as glucose-
lowering therapy for adults
with type 2 diabetes melli-
tus and cardiovascular dis-
ease or chronic kidney dis-
ease and obesity.

High price

According to the WHO, the
rationale for including
these drugs is very clear:
diabetes and obesity are
two of the most urgent

health challenges facing
the world today. According
to statistics from 2022, ov-
er 800 million people live
with diabetes, with half go-
ing untreated. At the same
time, more than one bil-
lion people worldwide are
affected by obesity, and
rates are rising fast espe-
cially in low- and middle-
income countries.

The prices of these
drugs are so high that ac-
cess is limited. “A large
share of out-of-pocket

spending on noncommun-
icable diseases goes to-
ward medicines, including
those classified as essential
and that, in principle,
should be financially acces-
sible to everyone,” Deusde-
dit Mubangizi, WHO Direc-
tor of Policy and Standards
for Medicines and Health
Products, says.

Good step forward
While appreciating the
move, Anoop Mishra,
head, Fortis C-DOC Hospi-
tal for Diabetes and Allied
Sciences, New Delhi, lends
areality check: “It is a good
move; however, in India
these types of drugs will
benefit only a small num-
ber of people, while other
life-saving, low-cost essen-
tial medicines for diabetes,
hypertension, and heart
disease, applicable to a
large number of people, re-
main largely unavailable.”
On the other hand, V.
Mohan, chairman, Dr. Mo-
han’s Diabetes Specialties
Centre (DMDSC), provides

diabetes, weight loss may become cheaper
#, AYAg 3R 9o
"eTH & forg siiuadl-1 garg axit gt Il 8

¢ With the World Health Organization (WHO) updating its Model Lists of Essential
Medicines (EML) to add the GLP-1 class of drugs for diabetes with associated

ST D AT GaTaii &t gl

comorbidities'such as obesity, access to these drugs mighjjust become easier.
Ay TaTRy WIS (WHO) GRT 30! AT garsfi &I disd gl

an energetic response:
“I'm very happy that WHO
has included the GLP-1
class of drugs. The fact that
even a conservative organi-
sation like the WHO has in-
cluded these rather expen-
sive drugs in their EML,
shows how compelling the
evidence is. Apart from the
glucose lowering effect,
they have tremendous ef-
fect on weight reduction
and obesity management.”
He points out that recently,
injectible semaglutide has
been approved for meta-
bolic dysfunction-associat-
ed steatotic liver disease,
associated with weight,
and for improving cardio-
metabolic health.

R.M. Anjana, managing
director, DMDSC, says: “It
will surely help improve
access and affordability.
But will it be useful as a
first line drug? This maybe
not for everyone...as there
are various subtypes of dia-
betes. But for those in
whom it is indicated, it’s a
good step forward.”

(EML) & 3{Tsc &R

TYAT 3R I IS Fg-Srarail (SR Herun) & e GLP-1 ot #t garai &1 Siea & 9y,
S qal3f 9% Ugd 3T 8 qhdll g |
e Listing a medicine on the EML is one step in a series of actions that can lead to lower costs,
better affordability, and greater access.

fo<ht ga1 BT EML ® YEiag o1 HH aNTd, 3gar dg-1gdT 3R dgdR Ugd &t faxn & sl

P TP 4Tl P IS HH B

e The 25th meeting of the WHO Expert Committee on the Selection and Use of Essential
Medicines was held from May 5 to 9.

SIS 13l P T 3R ITIRT IR WHO faivg afafd &1 258 dew 5 A A9 A a0

M B TS|

¢ It reviewed scientific evidence showing that a group of medicines called glucagon-like
peptide-1 (GLP-1) receptor agonists can help people with type 2 diabetes — especially
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those who also have heart or kidney disease — and concluded that semaglutide,
dulaglutide, liraglutide, and tirzepatide would be added to the EML.

0 7= AT &1 TEem Bt T, oy fe@mn T % Tq@rH-as® Uegs-1 (GLPA1)
e e Am® qarsil &1 U 9ig 28y 2 AYHE I tifed arl — fa=iv ¥u I fSH !
T TR $ SRt 1t § — &) 7ag IR THd1 2 IR By P T SHeeTsS,

SATqeTsS, feRIgeTss 3R feviurerss & EML # ST STem|

e These drugs are used as glucose-lowering therapy for adults with type 2 diabetes mellitus
and cardiovascular disease or chronic kidney disease and obesity.

3 a1y TT3T 2 AYAT, TS 3T, Wmﬁﬁﬂaﬁ?ﬁaﬁ?ﬂﬁaﬂwﬁ%ﬁmwm
HA arelt Nf F 0 o Iuai o1 Sl 8

High price
3

e According to the WHO, the rationale for including these drugs is very clear: diabetes and
obesnéare two of the most urgent health challenges facmg the world today

WHO & 38R, 37 Ga13fl &I RMMAS HA BT ab 9gd ¥ &: AYAG 3R WISTdT 1ol g a1 &
A & T TR TRy g |

e According to statistics from 2022, over 800 million people live with diabetes, with half
going untreated.

2022 F 3iPpsi & IR, 800 A I ifRre @Rt AT & AU T @ &, FoFE I odd &1
ERISEGERGES

e At the same time, more than one billion people worldwide are affected by obesity, and
rates are rising fast especially in low- and middle-income countries.

=30 T, gFraTR @ ue it @ aiftres & Wierd @ yuiiad 8, ik ¥ oo A 98 W T,
TSR 7 3R geaw Mg ard <=0 7|

e The prices of these drugs are_so high that access is limited.
3 2a13fl & P a1 S= ¢ b uga A 3

e “Alarge share of out-of-pocket spending on noncommunicable diseases goes toward
medicines, including those classified as essential and that, in principle, should be financially
accessible to everyone,” Deusdedit Mubangizi, WHO Director of Policy and Standards for
Medicines and Health Products, says.

“TR-FIRY I R o9 A fPu U G o1 v g7 fewn carsit R o g, 59 9 of 2 §
% sfawad & ¥u H Ffferd fosan T B 3R S Rigid =0 & ot & fore onfdfes w0 & gay
B T1fRT,” T T 8 WHO & =ifer 3R wreias s, Reavs e gaifish &1

Good step forward

33T HGH AT BT MR

e While appreciating the move, Anoop Mishra, head, Fortis C-DOC Hospital for Diabetes
and Allied Sciences, New Delhi, lends a reality check:

TH ol P WIS HY4 5T, 3T e, T, Wi Wi arRuara Bk SR ts
T3S AEA, A3 faeeh, e aRafddhdl TRdd #3d 6:

o “ltis a good move; however, in India these types of drugs will benefit only a small number of
people, while other life-saving, low-cost essential medicines for diabetes, hypertension,
and heart disease, applicable to a large number of people, remain largely unavailable.”

“Tg U 5] HeH ©; ST, HIRd H 39 YHR &1 gald had drs N &I gl ary ugama,
Sisich AYAg, oI YFETY R TG WM & (A0 37 Sfia 381, HH A1Td aTell ATIeqh
a1y, 57t 3t A & fo arL &, 98 UM R Iuas TR g 17

e On the other hand, V. Mohan, chairman, Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes Specialties Centre
(DMDSC), provides an energetic response:

G 3R, dY. Wi, sreay, ST Mg sHfadiel WIS Hew (DMDSC), & Sl
yidfhar 3d 8-

e “I'm very happy that WHO has included the GLP-1 class of drugs.

“H §gd G § fF WHO 3 GLP-1 Tvf &t garait &1 =nfia e g
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The fact that even a conservative organisation like the WHO has included these rather
expensive drugs in their EML, shows how compelling the evidence is.

Tg T fb WHO SiRfY =feardt T=am 7 +ff 377 wigtht qareif &1 sru-t EmML & wnfier fan 8, ug
&x1far § % wga fpam uorga €|

Apart from the glucose lowering effect, they have a tremendous effect on weight
reduction and obesity management.”

g@ammﬁmﬁum%mm, ST aoi HeT 3R WeTur yaed R s yurg
"

He points out that recently, injectable semaglutide has been approved for metabolic
dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease, associated with weight, and for improving
cardiometabolic health.

I gard {81 1 U Seldedd GHNYCISS & 9ol U Jol AeTaltaed fSabhaRM-gafid
fareifes frar fEofter sk efdaeraifee @y ¥ guR & fog o & e 3l

R.M. Anjana, managing director, DMDSC, says:

R.TH. 3T, Y&t 2, DMDSC, Eb‘s’?ﬁ%

“It will surely help improve access and affordability.

g8 FfYd U § ugw iR ag-igar § YR o+ § Aeg HU|

But will it be useful as a first line drug? This may not be for everyone...as there are various
subtypes of diabetes.

W1 1 I8 Uh Wyd Ufea @1 a1 o =0 | Iugiit giil? Ig g a4l & forg =8t iffes
nywE F faltm SuueR T

But for those in whom it is indicated, it's a good step forward.”

WAfes R ATl & o g Yobfad ©, I (oW I8 35T HeH M Y 3R B 17
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Portable ion chromatograph brings
real-world practice to classrooms

Aquamonitrix works as a simple, low-pressure ion chromatograph that can separate anions along a relatively short column; the solution used to carry the sample into the

chromatograph and facilitate the exchange of anions with the column contains only sodium chloride, so the process is also environmentally friendly

Rohini Subrahmanyam

on chromatography, or the process

of separating ions from a sample by

passing it through a long column, is

usually carried out in a laboratory
using expensive, sophisticated
equipment. Now, scientists at the
University of Tasmania in Australia have
devised a simpler way to perform the
technique out in the field — one that could
benefit science classrooms, too.

Working with second-year
undergraduate students, the scientists
helped them analyse soil pore water, or
water in between soil particles,
immediately after collecting it using a
portable ion chromatograph called
Aquamonitrix. The students used it to
separate and analyse concentrations of
nitrate and nitrite ions in the sample as
both these ions are known to be harmful
for the environment in high
concentrations. Then they took the
samples back to the lab and analysed
them using a conventional
chromatograph.

Based on their findings, published in
Journal of Chemical Education, the
portable chromatograph produced results
comparable to that of a conventional
device in the lab.

Chemistry out of the lab

“One of the things we’re always interested
in is taking our chemistry out of the
laboratory [and] into the field,” said Brett
Paull, a professor of chemistry at the
University of Tasmania and the senior
author of the study. “So that the students
don’t only learn that analytical chemistry
is something you do in the lab, but it’s
something that you can do anywhere.”

‘The 2023 ACS Guidelines for
Und d Chemistry P
says “hands-on” experience in
separations and chromatography should
be incorporated into the undergraduate
chemistry lab coursework. While
performing ion chromatography using lab
equipment does help students get
experience with handling experiments, it
still doesn’t equip them to apply their
analytical skills in a real-world scenario.

Dr. Paull and his team collaborated
with Aquamonitrix, the company that
manufactures the portable ion
chromatograph of the same name, to help
young undergraduate students analyse
samples in the field.

“Portable instruments give us the
opportunity to go out into the field and
do actual measurements there,” said Dr.
Paull.

Simplicity to its benefit

The students first obtained the soil pore
water by extracting it from the soil using a
portable vacuum pump. Then they

Examples of on-site real-time analysis of nitrite and nitrate. (a) Remote analysis of trace levels of nutrients at Derwent River, Tasmania. (b) On-ship mapping of
nitrate levels at different river locations and depths. (c) Long-time monitoring of nitrogen nutrients species conversion in tankwater from the underlying soil

(greenhouse). J. CHEM. EDUC. 2025, 102, 2928-2938

filtered the water on-site and directly
injected it into the chromatograph.

Aquamonitrix works as a simple,
low-pressure ion chromatograph that
can separate anions along a relatively
short column. The solution used to
carry the sample into the
chromatograph and facilitate the
exchange of anions with the column
contains only sodium chloride, thus
keeping the process environmentally
friendly.

To specifically detect nitrate and
nitrite ions among all the anions, the
device contains a low-cost absorbance
detector that uses UV light. Because
both these anions absorb UV light, the
students were able to see two peaks in
the chromatogram corresponding to
the presence of the two anions.

“Nitrite and nitrate absorb quite
reasonably in that low UV region, and
we don’t get any interference from any
other anions,” Dr. Paull explained. “So
[its] simplicity is to its benefit, because
we don’t get a big messy
chromatogram with all the other
material.”

A simpler specialist

When the students brought the sample
back to the lab and measured nitrate
and nitrite levels using a conventional,
commercial ion chromatograph, they
found the numbers produced by the

o®

Portable instruments give us the
opportunity to go out into the field
and do actual measurements there

BRETT PAULL
UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA

portable device were similar. This
suggested the portable method provided
accurate results — and for less money and
time. The lab-based ion chromatograph
is “much more complicated, much more
expensive and advanced,” Dr. Paull said,
and works using longer columns and
high-pressure pumps. It may also detect
many other anions and produce a more
complex chromatogram.

“We don’t want to do everything,” he
added. “It’s not possible to take a
$100,000 laboratory instrument and just
take it out to the greenhouse and use it.
What we do is develop a $10,000
instrument which actually can do one or
two things very well, can be run by a
battery, and can be used by a student
who’s not highly trained or highly skilled.
We’re not trying to replicate the lab in the
field; we’re trying to develop low cost,
versatile instruments that can be taken
into the field.” The scientists have also
worked on another similar instrument

that they say can measure ammonia levels
in the field. “So, nitrite, nitrate, and
ammonia and then, [eventually] you can
look at the complete nitrogen cycle in,
say, water treatment plants or in soil
chemistry,” Dr. Paull said.

The team is also working on a similar
instrument to detect arsenic. This toxic
element in the soil is a major concern in
countries like India and Bangladesh,
where groundwater extraction is high.

‘They learn more’
But the main reason the scientists worked
on this instrument is to use it as an
effective teaching tool. “By allowing
students to perform both field and
laboratory analyses, [the portable device]
provides a comprehensive learning
experience that combines theoretical
concepts with practical applications,”
Vipul Gupta, a lecturer in chemistry at
Deakin University in Victoria, Australia,
said. “The hands-on nature of the
experiment, coupled with the
opportunity to address real-world
environmental challenges, fosters
curiosity and interest in analytical
chemistry.” Dr. Gupta expressed belief the
exercise can be extended to a more
long-term continuous monitoring on the
field as well.

(Rohini Subrahmanyam is a freelance
Jjournalist in Bengaluru.
roh.subb@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Scientists at the University of
Tasmania in Australia have
devised a way to perform ion
chromatography in the field.
Undergraduate students used
the portable Aquamonitrix to
analyse concentrations of
nitrate and nitrite ions in soil
pore water. The results were
comparable to those of a
conventional lab device

v

The device incorporates a
low-cost absorbance detector
that utilises ultraviolet light to
identify nitrate and nitrite
ions. Since both anions
absorb ultraviolet light, the
resulting chromatogram
displayed two distinct peaks
corresponding to their
presence

v

Researchers emphasise that
expensive laboratory
instruments do not travel
well. A cheap instrument that
can do one or two things well
is ideal. Scientists are working
on an instrument that can
measure ammonia. So, with
the ability to sense nitrite,
nitrate, and ammonia, the
complete nitrogen cycle can
be analysed

Portable ion chromatograph brings real-world practice to

classrooms

Uicad AT HIHCTUTE H&I3Ml | aRafad giar &1 3y

IGIE

e Portable ion chromatograph brings real-world practice to classrooms.
QISd 3T HIHCUTE HETST T qreafae® gi+raT &7 SR ardl g |

e Aquamonitrix works as a simple, low-pressure ion chromatograph that can separate
anions along a relatively short column.

Aquamonitrix T IRd, T-URR I HHASITE & U H ST ST § Sl SUeTdd Bict
PITH P J1Y UG (anions) BT 3T B Jobdl 5|
o The solution used to carry the sample into the chromatograph and facilitate the exchange of
anions with the column contains only sodium chloride, so the process is also
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environmentally friendly.

T AT (sample) & ST 3R HIAH & 1Y BUMAAL (anions) P TETH-UGH &
S S & foTe for €t T ST fan STl B, S9H had HIfSTH FARTSS Bidl 8, S
T8 ufshan +ft yafarur & 3P (environmentally friendly) gl

Chromatography out of the lab
WARTRITST PIRCHITw!

q TR

lon chromatography, or the process of separating ions from a sample by passing it through a

long column, is usually carried out in a laboratory using expensive, sophisticated

equipment.

T SHIHCTITEY, A7 ot T & ST Y ST B Bt Uioha forgd 39 Uh dd dIad o

TSTRT ST 8, 3HAR TR e, Ufshd SUBRVI BT IUTNT Hb TIRTRITS | Pi ot 8|

Now, scientists at the University of Tasmania in Australia have devised a simpler way to

perform the technique out in the field — one that could benefit science classrooms, too.

3f9, 3ifecferar & 3 T % IE! 3 39 dH-1 B Aer & B BT T

WA RIDT A ad fovar g — S fagmr wenaii & forg off arvers gt 9odi |

Working with second-year undergraduate students, the scientists helped them analyse soil

pore water, or water in between soil particles, immediately after collecting it using a portable

ion chromatograph called Aquamonitrix.

! A g o & \rae ST & Y W Fd gU 3 Jal I o (WS & Hol & "

WU’I#T) mﬁwmﬁmaﬁ, ﬁ@s@ﬁwuﬁaaamaﬁﬁauw Aquamonitrix@

DG DA b QX TG [T |

The students used it to separate and analyse concentrations of nitrate and nitrite ions in the

sample as both these ions are known to be harmful for the environment in high

concentrations.

BET A TYHT IUANT T A ATgee 3R ATSETIE A B ST TR 3R ID! Tigdl B

?WW%W%&T, Hifds A Q! S I Hil | Tgiaror & forg gi-eR® 7H Sd
I

Then they took the samples back to the lab and analysed them using a conventional

chromatograph.

Wé%ﬁmmﬁawﬁwmmwmmﬁw

RS I

Based on their findings, published in Journal of Chemical Education, the portable
chromatograph produced results comparable to that of a conventional device in the lab.

SFINR, SIl Si-d 3T HfASd TSR & UHIRG gy, Uicaa
mm@mﬁmmawm

Chemistry out of the lab

T 98~ T IR

“One of the things we’re always interested in is taking our chemistry out of the laboratory
[and] into the field,” said Brett Paull, a professor of chemistry at the University of Tasmania
and the senior author of the study.

T U1 o o1 & 3 3ad ©, 378 ¥ TP § GHRI U YR B TIRTRITE ¥ Sex A
Ae™ & & ST, T 1 e Ui, aan-ar fayfaener & A IIRd & TR 3R 9 &g
& dRg o@D 1|
“So that the students don’t only learn that analytical chemistry is something you do in the
lab, but it’s something that you can do anywhere.”

s ST Had g - U fob FARATUITEHS IATI M 98 § off TRNTRITa § fora e g,
S I8 ft I s 30 Y ot v s o g 17

The 2023 ACS Guidelines for Undergraduate Chemistry Programmes says “hands-on”
experience in separations and chromatography should be incorporated into the
undergraduate chemistry lab coursework.
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2023 ACS fenfaE=r Ade IUE- TRd HRIGHH & 1T Fgd § & fAue= ik swiaemwt &
“E -1 SFUT B! AqH TANTRITAT Tk § =MfHe fasar ST anfgu|

While performing ion chromatography using lab equipment does help students get
experience with handling experiments, it still doesn’t equip them to apply their analytical
skills in a real-world scenario.

TRANTRITET ISR BT SUINT B T HIHCIITD! ST ST B TN D1 HHTA BT v
%HTE%, %ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁm@%ﬁﬁ%gﬁmﬁuﬁ@ﬁﬁmmﬁ%
& g1 ST

Dr. Paull and his team collaborated with Aquamonitrix, the company that manufactures the
portable ion chromatograph of the same name, to help young undergraduate students
analyse samples in the field.

ST Ufet 3R 3! EH 3 Aquamonitrix (S 33T AT & TICEd A AT T 01 Bt
?) & T qganT faar arfeh a1 Ade B Ha | 751 $T faRayur o 9 |

“Portable instruments give us the opportunity to go out into the field and do actual
measurements there,” said Dr. Paull.

“TIITA SUPRUT g1 HeM H TR ardfdes HIUT B BT 3R ad §,” JT. UId = HgT|

Simplicity to its benefit

el 39d aTH A

The students first obtained the soil pore water by extracting it from the soil using a portable
vacuum pump.

JE! A T Ugd et ¥ U idad dagH U9 H1 SUTN FHRab HaT ¥ o el fAbra|

Then they filtered the water on-site and directly injected it into the chromatograph.

fhR I8 U ) ATse WR fibeer fpaT iR Y 32 P | Soige fhan

Aquamonitrix works as a simple, low-pressure ion chromatograph that can separate
anions along a relatively short column.

Aquamonitrix T& IR, AN-URR T HIASHITE & 7Y H B BT 8 o T 3UeThd B
HICH P T T3 BT TR IR T 3|
The solution used to carry the sample into the chromatograph and facilitate the exchange of

anions with the column contains only sodium chloride, thus keeping the process
environmentally friendly.

T P HHCEG H & SH 3R BIad & 1Y TS & MEH-USH &1 I §91 & forg
UGN {2 T aTelt O o WHSTH FeRTSS il @, o uforan gataror srggd &t 21

To specifically detect nitrate and nitrite ions among all the anions, the device contains a
low-cost absorbance detector that uses UV light.

Tt T & 9 foxiw U ¥ Argee iR A1gerge Al &1 udl T & g, IUaRUl § Th
HH AT aTell Tsaia ™ fSede” gidl ¢ of gdl UPHTRT HT SUINT Bl ¢ |

Because both these anions absorb UV light, the students were able to see two peaks in the
chromatogram corresponding to the presence of the two anions.

@é%ﬁﬁﬁ@maﬁﬂﬁawﬁ%mﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬂmﬁﬁ%@aﬂ)
|

“Nitrite and nitrate absorb quite reasonably in that low UV region, and we don’t get any
interference from other anions,” Dr. Paull explained.

“qTgeTse 3R ATSee 39 Al gt & & Sa=nfd axd §, 3R g6 37 Tl @ g aret -1l
foretell,” ST, uidt = e

“So [its] simplicity is to its benefit, because we don’t get a big messy chromatogram with all
the other material.”

“ZYf 3P| HIT SHPT ATH 8, Flfs g8 37 Tt uareif & Iy Uep w7 Siouafyd
PRI 8T firerar)”

A simpler specialist

Tdh ad
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When the students brought the sample back to the lab and measured nitrate and nitrite
levels using a conventional, commercial ion chromatograph, they found the numbers
produced by the portable device were similar.
[ AT AT YIRS & AT SR ATgee 3R ATgerge Wik & U URUNSD, alvedd
fﬁmﬁﬁawmm“mw A S TR o Uidad fSarsd gRT 307 WA 99
I

This suggested the portable method provided accurate results — and for less money and
time.

SN Hora et o uidaa faftr = wdie uRomm ueH fvr — SR 98 ff & 91 ok |w 1
The lab-based ion chromatograph is “much more complicated, much more expensive and
advanced,” Dr. Paull said, and works using longer columns and high-pressure pumps.

ST, Ui A HgT [ TARTRITC ST ST HIHCTE “BIh! 3 Sicd, 3ifid Hg 3R IAd
g, 3R U5 dd Prad 3R F8-UIR TR BT ITIN TP B HRal g |

It may also detect many other anions and produce a more complex chromatogram.

g Hs 3T BUME (anions) HT 1 UdT T Tehdl g 3R Tw 31 Sed AT Idd B
THA 5|

“We don’t want to do everything,” he added. “It's not possible to take a $100,000 laboratory
instrument and just take it out to the greenhouse and use it.

3B SIS, “BH I $B Aol HRAT dled | Ig THT a1 ¢ fd $100,000 BT TTRTIEAT SUHRT
DI MRS | o STHR IUTNT b1 S b 17

What we do is develop a $10,000 instrument which actually can do one or two things very
well, can be run by a battery, and can be used by a student who’s not highly trained or
highly skilled.

g ol #Rd © 98 T8 © [ 89 U $10,000 HT USR] [AHRIT HXd & il aRad & U 1 &l drol
I5d 3 J TR GHhd1 ¢, Ford 9} GRT IR ST YHhdT 8, 3R O Th VAT BT ITAT IR
IHdT ¢ ol 9ga Hfe uikiféra o1 s T 8

“We’re not trying to replicate the lab in the field; we're trying to develop low cost, versatile
instruments that can be taken into the field.”

FH HGH H TORTITC ST 7hd B DI IR To1 PR 3 o; 57 DH AN, TgHE! ST
fae i B B IR BB § o8 Ha & o S o b 1"

The scientists have also worked on another similar instrument that they say can measure
ammonia levels in the field.

A TP 370 THH IUIRY R B 3 § s IR & 3T de § o g e |
AT R Y Gl 5
“So, nitrite, nitrate, and ammonia and then, [eventually] you can look at the complete
nitrogen cycle in, say, water treatment plants or in soil chemistry,” Dr. Paull said.
“ ‘"i%‘ﬁ'c’ , 3R ST 3R O, [SMRIRBR] 31T AT TP H! 37 Tabd! 7, o
fos STet w91 & 71 HaT T/ 1, 3. Ul A $al
The team is also working on a similar instrument to detect arsenic.
& T JHH UG R i HTH B2 IET § Il TR BT Ul T 6 |
This toxic element in the soil is a major concermn in countries like India and Bangladesh,
where groundwater extraction is high.

%ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁmaﬁmeﬁ?aﬁm@ﬁﬁﬁwmﬁm%ﬂﬁwﬁw&mm
|

‘They learn more’

3 3w Hraa &

But the main reason the scientists worked on this instrument is to use it as an effective
teaching tool.

Qe dRAD! A T UGN W BT B BT T HRUT Y Th THIG R1eq01 Iuaor & w0 &
SUIRT FHRAT B |

“By allowing students to perform both field and laboratory analyses, [the portable device]
provides a comprehensive learning experience that combines theoretical concepts with
practical applications,” Vipul Gupta, a lecturer in chemistry at Deakin University in
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Victoria, Australia, said.

B B! Bies 3R TARRITEr fARAWr SH HRA $1 AR TR, [AIdad fSasy) Uh s
TRI0T SFHT T FRaT § o Agifa® SaURUNSH &) AragiR® TR & WY Sedr g,”
et sifeeforar o Steq gfafRidt & = fasm o e faqe 1w 3 w1
“The hands-on nature of the experiment, coupled with the opportunity to address real-world
environmental challenges, fosters curiosity and interest in analytical chemistry.”

“TINT &1 SATAGTING UPpid, IRdfae gf+rar @ qafaruiig gHifoal ¥ Ao & Siaek &
ez, forgma iR fazduuners Tars fagr o $fa #1 sgarad g1

Dr. Gupta expressed belief the exercise can be extended to a more long-term continuous
monitoring on the field as well.

ST, T A fay e foha fo 39 ona &f 8 7 S ddaifas FARaR fAR dw off
T S haT B |
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A question of perception

Vasudevan Mukunth

GS ll:S&T |

Q. Why do our
brains fall for
optical illusions?
A: Qur brains fall

for optical
illusions because
of the ways in

which they perceive the world,
including using contextual

information, shortcuts, and

predictions. Among other

patterns, the brain assumes light

comes from above, fills missing

edges, and exaggerates A Kanizsa triangle. FIBONACCI (CC BY-SA)
contrasts.

While these tricks help us primary visual cortex respond to these illusory
navigate the world, sometimes shapes as if they were real edges. The IC-encoders
they also produce rational do this by integrating predictions from higher
mistakes, where the brain brain areas and broadcasting them in a process
interprets ambiguous where the brain fills in missing parts to create a
information in ways that depart ~ coherent whole. When scientists stimulated these
from physical reality. For neurons, the brain produced the illusion even
example, identical colours may without a visual stimulus, showing that illusions
look different against different simply “hack” how perception normally works: by
backgrounds and lines of equal combining partial evidence with prior
length may appear unequal expectations to infer the most likely picture.
when framed differently. “Sensory systems are constantly faced with

A new study in Nature incomplete or ambiguous sensory information,”

Neuroscience has deepened this  the researchers wrote in their paper. “In these
picture. Researchers studied how situations, successful perception depends on

the brain handles illusory sensory inference.”
contours, including shapes such
as the Kanizsa triangle, where we /“,—
see edges that are not there. For feedback and suggestions
Using advanced imaging and for ‘Science’, please write to
optogenetics in mice, the science@thehindu.co.in
researchers found that special with the subject ‘Daily page’
neurons called IC-encoders in the
QuiZ
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¢ An optical illusion happens when there is a mismatch between sensory input
(what our eyes see) and what our brain perceives.

e Our brain uses context, shortcuts, and predictions to interpret ambiguous or
incomplete visual information. This helps most of the time but sometimes leads to
perceptual errors.

Key Mechanisms Behind lllusions

Predictive Processing & Contextual Assumptions

e The brain often assumes that light comes from above, fills in edges that are
missing, and exaggerates contrasts to interpret scenes. These are shortcuts or priors
(expectations) built over evolution and experience.

e Because of these assumptions:

* Identical colours may appear different depending on backgrounds.
* Lines of equal length appear unequal when “framed” differently.

lllusory Contours (IC) and Neural Basis

e lllusory contours (ICs) are shapes where we perceive edges or boundaries that are
not physically there (for example, the Kanizsa triangle).

e A recent study published in Nature Neuroscience (September 2025) uncovered new
details about how the brain does this.

Recent Research Findings

Discovery of IC-Encoder Neurons

o Researchers found a special subset of neurons in the primary visual cortex (area
V1) of mice, called IC-encoder neurons, that respond to illusory bars but not to
the individual segments that suggest those bars.

o These neurons are different from simple “segment responder” neurons. Segment
responders react to the visible parts of an image; IC-encoders instead respond when
the brain “fills in” missing edges.

Feedback and Recurrent Pattern Completion

e Higher visual brain areas detect the possible contour first and send top-down
feedback to V1. The IC-encoders in V1 then fill in or complete the missing
information—this is called recurrent pattern completion.

o Using optogenetics (light stimulation of neurons) and holographic imaging,
researchers were able to activate IC-encoder neurons directly, and this caused the
illusion to be “seen” in the brain even without visual input.

e This shows the brain doesn’t just passively receive images; it actively constructs
what we see using both bottom-up signals (from the eyes) and top-down
expectations.

Why lllusions Are Sometimes “Mistakes”
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Many visual inputs are ambiguous or incomplete, so the brain must infer what is
likely there rather than what is certain.

The use of predictions and prior experience means errors can occur.

Example: the same colour patch may look lighter or darker depending on surrounding
shades, or identical line lengths may appear different due to framing.

Examples to lllustrate

Kanizsa Triangle: Three circles with missing wedges arranged such that a triangle
seems to appear (edges not painted but perceived). The illusion relies on the brain
filling in missing information.

lllusory Bar vs Real Bar Tests in Mice: In experiments, mice shown images with
real lines vs images that only suggest a line (via inducers) still cause similar neuronal
responses in IC-encoders.
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GST 2.0 — short-term pain, possible long-term gain

oods and Services Tax (GST) was

introduced in India with a view to

promoting consumption and

production efficiencies with a tax
system that was destination-based. The objective
was to ensure that the tax incidence fell on final
consumers and taxes paid on inputs were
rebated. The way GST evolved in the presence of
a complex compensation cess mechanism
continued to suffer from multiple tax rates,
inverted duty structure and considerable
compliance cost.

The new rate structure, which takes effect
from September 22, 2025, implies significant rate
reductions for some categories of goods. In the
revised GST rate structure, 12% and 28% rates
have been discontinued. The rates of 0%, 5% and
18% have been continued with changes in the
goods and services covered under these rates.
There is also a demerit rate of 40% for sin goods
and luxury items. Some other lower special rates
below 5% have also been continued. Major
beneficiary sectors include textiles, consumer
electronics, automobiles, health and most food
items. These are employment-intensive sectors
where the benefits of lower prices would be quite
broad based. On the production side, sectors that
would benefit include fertilizers, agricultural
machinery and renewable energy, where farmers
would gain benefits through lower input costs.

Out of a total number of 546 goods where rate
changes have been brought in, more than 80%
have been subjected to rate reductions and 20%
to rate increases. Rate reductions along with
corresponding reduction in post-tax prices, in
percentage terms, are given in the Table.

GST revenues (R) are determined as the tax
rate (r) multiplied by the tax base (E), which is
final consumption expenditure. Tax base is the
product of pre-tax price (p) and quantity (q).
Thus, R=r.E=L.(p.q). Rate changes will have two

C. Rangarajan
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Governor, Reserve
Bank of India
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While revenue
loss would be
immediate,
revenue gains
would emerge
over time

Table: Main rate and price changes

18% to 5% 13/18=72.2% 11%
12% to 5% 7/12=58.3% 6.3%
28% 10 18% 10/28 =35.7% 7.8%
18%, 12%, and 5% to nil 100% 15.3%, 10.7% and 4.8%

effects on revenues: one, through the tax rate
change, and the other through the impact on tax
base. As the tax rates are lowered, post-tax prices
are expected to fall, leading to an increase in the
quantity demanded. The percentage fall in
post-tax price would be much less than the
percentage fall in the tax rate. Calibrations
indicate that for all feasible ranges of demand
elasticity, revenues would fall. Where the tax
rates have been brought down to nil, irrespective
of the level of expenditure, revenues will be zero.
There are only limited instances of increase in
the tax rate. In cases where the tax rate has been
increased from 28% to 40%, pertaining to
demerit or luxury goods, most of this change
implies only the merger of the compensation cess
into the tax rate. This does not constitute a
genuine increase in the tax rate. There are some
instances where goods may have been moved
from 12% to 18%. Overall, our assessment is that
substantial revenue reduction is involved due to
the multiplicative effect of the fall in the tax rate.
Various estimates of net revenue loss are
available which include the one given by the
Ministry of Finance — at ¥48,000 crore for a full
year. Other estimates provide higher figures.

Income augmenting effect

To the extent that the government has to bear a
substantive amount of foregone revenues on
account of these GST reforms, this benefit would
accrue to the tax-payer and his disposable
incomes would go up. Much of the benefit would
accrue to consumers of goods in the 5% rate
category, that are necessities. Elasticity of
demand for this group of goods is low. As a result
of an increase in disposable income, consumers
would increase, relatively more, their demand for
goods in the higher rate categories of 18% and
40% that are in the nature of comforts and
luxuries. These effects would be revenue
augmenting. However, the revenue loss would be
immediate and revenue gains would emerge over
time.

The GST impact on growth arises from
avoiding cascading and promoting better
resource allocation. The new rate categories do
not fully avoid cascading. For all goods and
services which are being placed under the
exempt category, no input tax credit would be
available and the taxes paid on inputs would be
loaded onto the price. Where goods are zero
rated or even in the 5% category, many inputs

may be taxed at 18%; although input tax credit
may be admissible, there may be considerable
bottlenecks in claiming input tax credit (ITC). In
this context, it is also important to note that the
classification of goods under the various rate
slabs should be determined by the nature of
commodities and not by demand weakness at a
certain point in time.

Macro implications

There may be some pressure on the Government
of India’s budgeted fiscal deficit for 2025-26. In
Ql, the nominal GDP growth, at 8.8%, was well
below the budgeted GDP growth assumption of
10.1%. With the Consumer Price Index and the
Wholesale Price Index both remaining low, the
expectation is that unless liquidity is increased in
the system, nominal GDP growth may turn out to
be well below the budgeted level of 10.1%. In the
first four months of 2025-26, the direct taxes have
contracted by (-)4.3% as compared to 33.6%
growth in the corresponding period of the
previous year. At the time the Budget was
presented, a revenue foregone figure of ¥1 lakh
crore was estimated, arising mainly from
personal income-tax reforms. With substantial
revenue reduction also anticipated in the GST
revenues, the realised gross tax revenues may fall
well short of Budget projections. To some extent,
the Reserve Bank of India’s higher dividends may
help.

It is important to see how the government
responds to the expected revenue shortfall in
2025-26. The option is to either reduce
expenditure or to increase fiscal deficit. States
may have to resort to higher borrowing or cut
expenditures in view of the revenue losses that
they may suffer. Both these options will have an
adverse impact on real growth. Monetary
initiatives through repo rate reductions or
liquidity expansions may result in higher
inflation, opening up the possibility of monetising
some fiscal deficit. Clearly, there are limits to
which this option can be exercised.

Any strategy to support growth through
demand stimulation spurred by tax rate
reductions can be done only on a few occasions.
More generally, growth will be driven by saving
and investment rates. In fact, the potential
growth rate would depend on the investment rate
and the incremental capital output ratio.

The views expressed are personal

GST 2.0 — short-term pain, possible long-term gain

ST 2.0 — CUPHIID

Goods :«md Services Tax (GST)
%] T4 941 3 (GST)

B&TS, HHTTAd drdepriered ey

Goods and Services Tax (GST) was introduced in India with a view to promoting
consumption and production efficiencies with a tax system that was destination-based.

YR W 9%g TS AGT B (GST) B! A1 foban 71 ifes Wud 3R IeUTeT Bt gerarsi o seral
a1 o 95, T Tided-ATUTiRd B WoIrelt o A1eqd 1

The objective was to ensure that the tax incidence fell on final consumers and taxes paid

on inputs were rebated.
3“.' !
P Bl Fe B T& |
L]

Ie¥T IE YA HA1 U1 o5 e 1 St siforw Iusiiarel R U9 ok 399e W g Mo

The way GST evolved in the presence of a complex compensation cess mechanism
continued to suffer from multiple tax rates, inverted duty structure and considerable
compliance cost.
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SIfed YIATTSlT Yo oF &I IURAT & GST HT [IhR F5 B 3, Ie¢ Y[ewp TN 3R
T SUTA AT © UHTad 38T

o The new rate structure, which takes effect from September 22, 2025, implies significant
rate reductions for some categories of goods.
TS B T, S 22 f¥deR, 2025 9 AFERT, $© agsi & o Ae@yul g3 & it g 3

¢ In the revised GST rate structure, 12% and 28% rates have been discontinued.
HARIT GST R TRETH, 12% IR 28% &% TG v &1 T 2

e The rates of 0%, 5% and 18% have been continued with changes in the goods and services
covered under these rates.
é,)%’ 5% 3R 18% &< SIRT W T8 §, A1 3 &1 & dgd axgeit 3R Jareft & uRacd fasar

I

e There is also a demerit rate of 40% for sin goods and luxury items.
Uy T4 faariar arelt awgaii & o 40% @t faiw gv 1 arg 5l

e Some other lower special rates below 5% have also been continued.
TS 3 5% A HH Iy ¥ 1 IR T S ¢

e Major beneficiary sectors include textiles, consumer electronics, automobiles, health and
most food items. ]
TiRd arHTf &5 B 9%, SuHer sAaei-a, JiferHiaTsd, TR 3R IfRIHi=r @re axqd
M |

e These are employment-intensive sectors where the benefits of lower prices would be
quite broad-based.
3 ASTR-Hfa &7 T, gt FH FrAA & Ay AID ghl|

¢ On the production side, sectors that would benefit include fertilizers, agricultural
machinery and renewable energy, where farmers would gain benefits through lower
input costs.
T Ua |, ATl &7 7 I, i wefiad ofik Tdtevoita Suif wnfie €, Sei foram
mww%mmﬁmnmﬁm

e Out of a total number of 546 goods where rate changes have been brought in, more than

80% have been subjected to rate reductions and 20% to rate increases.

Fd 546 aegail & T, g1 =i & uRadH a1 T €, 80% & 3iftre o g °f HY ok 20% AR
A& g ol

e Rate reductions along with corresponding reduction in post-tax prices, in percentage terms,
are given in the Table.
X ® Ht ol 7 uyTa el & g9 yfa=rd S i § TS 71

o GST revenues (R) are determined as the tax rate (r) multiplied by the tax base (E), which
is final consumption expenditure.
GST IS (R) & 39 UHR iR far S 8 fs @ a¥ (r) & B 3R (E) | 7um faar
e, o7 % siferm @ud = 5|

o Tax base is the product of pre-tax price (p) and quantity (q).
Y YR = G4 G4 (p) x THT (q)

e Thus,R=rxE=rx(pxq).
AT R=rxE=rx(pxq)l

o Rate changes will have two effects on revenues: one, through the tax rate change, and the
other through the impact on the tax base.
&R gRae & IORA W &1 YUTG 81 T, B & URNad= o T1ed 4, SR GOkl o SR W
UHTG & HIeH |

e As the tax rates are lowered, post-tax prices are expected to fall, leading to an increase in
the quantity demanded.
Od B & HH ST, A B UYTd BHHA AR B YT &, forasy wiier o g grf

e The percentage fall in post-tax price would be much less than the percentage fall in the tax
rate.
B UYTd PiAd A ufad fTR1ae, @ ¥ | yfawra fRrae € sgd &1 gl

o Calibrations indicate that for all feasible ranges of demand elasticity, revenues would fall.

Twia ¢ o it Tenfaa | @ & o, Iea RRA

www.patrioticias.in
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Where the tax rates have been brought down to nil, irrespective of the level of
expenditure, revenues will be zero.

g1 R &3 X[ R &I TS €, WY P TR $I TS BT foHT, I I i

There are only limited instances of increase in the tax rate.

Faa AT amA A R R A X g 8

In cases where the tax rate has been increased from 28% to 40%, pertaining to demerit or
luxury goods, most of this change implies only the merger of the compensation cess into
the tax rate.

o ITral & R R 28% & 40% FETS T8 @, o Uty T faenfRyar archt axge @ Wefa 7, s
3fferemTRT URad FHae HHTael Yo Bt HR &3 A M 181

This does not constitute a genuine increase in the tax rate.

I8 PR &R W aIeafd® g 1ol ol

There are some instances where goods may have been moved from 12% to 18%.

S A A I BT 12% | 18% TR MR faam a1 8 Tavar 3|

Overall, our assessment is that substantial revenue reduction is involved due to the
multiplicative effect of the fall in the tax rate.

Fd e, TART Gie ¢ [ #X o W FRTge & Tunars YT & HRU Ayl I
ol A |

Various estimates of net revenue loss are available which include the one given by the
Ministry of Finance — at ¥48,000 crore for a full year.

fafys Y[ YToRa B & A Iuasy §, o o wiamera gRT fam war 248,000 HRS @1
i Srga Ia g1

Other estimates provide higher figures.

3= A H I 3fihg AU T &I

Income Augmenting Effect
31T §g aTal THTd

To the extent that the government has to bear a substantive amount of foregone
revenues on account of these GST reforms, this benefit would accrue to the tax-payer and
his disposable incomes would go up.

STET d §1d & fob TRBR Bl 37 GST JYURT & HRUI Teh Heayu! IIoied gTi~ T U3, I8
T PIGIAT B! AT 3R ITD! IS 3T F¢ S|

Much of the benefit would accrue to consumers of goods in the 5% rate category, that are

necessities.

T AY BT ARG BRI 5% a¥ Joft &1 axgsit & Iuuiamai &1 e, o snaxaddad ¢ |

The elasticity of demand for this group of goods is low.

X O] g & Hivl g 9gd PHG|

As a result of an increase in disposable income, consumers would increase, relatively more,

their demand for goods in the higher rate categories of 18% and 40%, that are in the nature

of comforts and luxuries.

JUH AT H gfest o IRV, Ui oD U U D U HiT dg18 3=

aﬁgﬁ%%ua‘rﬁa ORI 18% 3R 40% T 3l & 3R o Flaemait 3iv faarfyar & =u
I

These effects would be revenue augmenting.

T YHTE I5TT g¢14 a1 sl

However, the revenue loss would be immediate and revenue gains would emerge over

time.

SIS, IS T X it 3R IeiRa ATy JHg & 1Y 3w 37

GST Impact on Growth
GST &1 famg R yuE
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e The GST impact on growth arises from avoiding cascading and promoting better resource
allocation.
GST 1 far IR THTG STHSBIST | T 3R dgaR HATY 3fTded $I §gal o 3 gidl & |

o The new rate categories do not fully avoid cascading.
T8 R A I e A PP IS Q@ T @l €

e For all goods and services placed under the exempt category, no input tax credit would be
available and the taxes paid on inputs would be loaded onto the price.
Tt el TR Yarsit & forg <t g A0 A §, BIE 3qe T e Suasy el g 3R
g1Ye W foar mar &% g O =nfia o faar s

e Where goods are zero rated or even in the 5% category, many inputs may be taxed at

18%; although input tax credit may be admissible, there may be considerable bottlenecks

in claiming ITC.
61 I IR & P16 AT 5% AU T g, B3 §TYE UR 18% R T Sl Hebell §; BTl gL
SR fee forn o Thar 8, Al ITC U = & FHI diecad 81 9ahd & |

e Itis important to note that the classification of goods under the various rate slabs should be
determined by the nature of commodities and not by demand weakness at a certain point
in time.
Ig T @1 Ayl § fas fafts v oX Taal & axga &1 auifevur axgaft & upfd & MR
R BT 1R, 7 fob fob et faxly T R HivT Y HHEIRT & YR W

Macro Implications

Hpl UG
e There may be some pressure on the Government of India’s budgeted fiscal deficit for
2025-26.

2025-26 & oY YR WHR & AT fA<iT 91 R $3 &a19 81 Ibdl g
¢ In Q1, the nominal GDP growth, at 8.8%, was well below the budgeted GDP growth
assumption of 10.1%.
Q1 T, JFd T 3G (GDP) 3, 8.8% W, HTIA GDP FfF 10.1% T H1h! 7 ot
e With the Consumer Price Index and the Wholesale Price Index both remaining low, the
expectation is that unless liquidity is increased in the system, nominal GDP growth may
turn out to be well below the budgeted level of 10.1%.
STd SUHIFIT Hed JADTP 3R YT Yed GADID i HH 97 384 &, dl I¢ SHIG ¢ [ oF
gﬁwnzﬁﬁmméﬁwﬁ, THd T SUTG gfegy ATAI I TR 10.1% J BB HH
I
¢ In the first four months of 2025-26, the direct taxes have contracted by (-)4.3% as
compared to 33.6% growth in the corresponding period of the previous year.

2025-26 ¥ Ugd UR WS 4, UT& B (-)4.3% U< U g, Saieh fUza a8 ot T 3rafey &
33.6% gfx 53 A

o At the time the Budget was presented, a revenue foregone figure of ¥1 lakh crore was
estimated, arising mainly from personal income-tax reforms.
S gofe URT fosar T, 99 T80 U 9 AfaaiTd 31 &% JURT I I0F 5H a1 T G BAS
RTOIEd I DT STHTH TR TR T

e With substantial revenue reduction also anticipated in the GST revenues, the realised
gross tax revenues may fall well short of Budget projections.
GST I ¥ off Agayul e HUL B! I & 1Y, IRATAP ADhd B o1 qoie
STHTY ¥ BB} HH B ThdT g |

o To some extent, the Reserve Bank of India’s higher dividends may help.
$F 82 a%, YR Roid 3 & FaT AIUIR Heg, o3 Tha B

e |tis important to see how the government responds to the expected revenue shortfall in
2025-26.

g 3T/ Heayyi ¢ fb TP 2025-26 H rAferd o g1 R 9 ufafshar It 3|

e The option is to either reduce expenditure or to increase fiscal deficit.

fapey U8 g T a1 o @< & B9 a1 fa=itg grer 9erd |
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o States may have to resort to higher borrowing or cut expenditures in view of the revenue
losses that they may suffer.
ISl DT 30 IS B & AeAoR IUTH T I Wd HH B TR TolR 8141 TS ThT ¢ |

e Both these options will have an adverse impact on real growth.
g ! fawey aredfa® faera R ufaga yuE il

o Monetary initiatives through repo rate reductions or liquidity expansions may result in
higher inflation, opening up the possibility of monetising some fiscal deficit.
e Ugd o) YUY oX | Bt a1 aRadal IR 3 3o garwifa 81 9l 8, ol 58
farira areT gefteur ) ST gardi ¢ |

o Clearly, there are limits to which this option can be exercised.
WY ¥ ¥, 39 f[ddhed &7 IUai o | WA § |

e Any strategy to support growth through demand stimulation spurred by tax rate
reductions can be done only on a few occasions.
BR g3 | B! I URT 7T ST & A1 ¥ fIera &1 9udE $ad $F SHaWRI W g far
ST gl g |

e More generally, growth will be driven by saving and investment rates.
e I =Y 9, faera 3 gad iR far v g1 Jenfera e S|

e |n fact, the potential growth rate would depend on the investment rate and the
increment_al capital output ratio.

arad |, uTfad faery o fFawr av ok sifafved goit Same srqurd R ARk sl

Automated world: A machine cannot process the meaning behind raw data. Data annotators label raw images, audio, video, and text with information that trains Al and Machine Learning (ML) models. This, then,
becomes the training set for Al and ML models. ISTOCKPHOTO
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Unseen labour, exploitation: the hidden
human cost of Artificial Intelligence

Al efficiency and accuracy are built on the invisible labour of low-paid workers in developing countries. From data labelling to content moderation,

‘shost workers’ face exploitation, insecurity, and mental health risks. Data annotators play a major role in training LLMs like ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.

Nive_

he world is gearing towards an

‘automated economy’ where

machines relying on artificial

intelligence (Al) systems
produce quick, efficient and nearly
error-free outputs. However, Al is not
getting smarter on its own; it has been
built on and continues to rely on human
labour and energy resources. These
systems are fed information and trained
by workers who are invisibilised by large
tech companies, and mainly located in
developing countries.

Areas of human involvement
A machine cannot process the meaning
behind raw data. Data annotators label
raw images, audio, video, and text with
information that trains Al and Machine
Learning (ML) models. This, then,
becomes the training set for Al and
Machine Learning (ML) models. For
example, an large-language models (LLM)
cannot recognise the colour ‘yellow’
unless the data has been labelled as such.
Similarly, self-driving cars rely on
information from video footage that has
been labelled to distinguish between a
traffic sign and humans on the road. The
higher the quality of the dataset, the
better the output and the more human
labour is involved in creating it.

Data annotators play a major role in
training LLMs like ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.

An LLM is trained in three steps:
self-supervised learning, supervised
learning and reinforcement learning. In
the first step, the machine picks up
information from large datasets on the
Internet. The data labellers or annotators
enter in the second and third steps, where
this information is fine-tuned for the LLM
to give the most accurate response.
Humans give feedback on the output the
Al produces for better responses to be
generated over time, as well as remove
errors and jailbreaks.

This meticulous annotating work is
outsourced by tech companies in Silicon
Valley to mainly workers in countries like
Kenya, India, Pakistan, China and the
Philippines for low wages and long
working hours.

Data labelling can be of two types:
those which do not require subject
expertise and those which are more niche
and require subject expertise. Several
tech companies have been accused of
employing non-experts for technical
subjects that require prior knowledge.
This is a contributing factor in the errors
found in the output produced by AL A
data labeller from Kenya revealed that
they were tasked with labelling medical
scans for an Al system intended for use in
healthcare services elsewhere, despite
lacking relevant expertise.

However, due to errors resulting from
this, companies are starting to ensure
experts for such information being fed

into the system.

Automated features requiring
humans

Even features marketed as ‘fully
automated’ are often underpinned by
invisible human work. For example, our
social media feeds are ‘automatically”
filtered to censor sensitive and graphic
content. This is only possible because
human moderators labelled such content
as harmful by going through thousands of
uncensored images, texts and audio. The
exposure to such content daily has also
been reported to cause severe mental
health issues like post-traumatic stress
disorder, anxiety and depression in the
workers.

Similarly, there are voice actors and
actors behind Al-generated audios and
videos. Actors may be required to film
themselves dancing or singing for these
machines to recognise human
movements and sounds. Children have
also been reportedly engaged to perform
such tasks.

In 2024, Al tech workers from Kenya
sent a letter to former U.S. President Joe
Biden talking about the poor working
conditions they are subjected to. “In
Kenya, these US companies are
undermining the local labor laws, the
country’s justice system and violating
international labor standards. Our
working conditions amount to
modern-day slavery,” the letter read. They

said the content they have to annotate
can range from pornography and
beheadings to bestiality for more than
eight hours a day, and for less than $2 an
hour, which is very low in comparison to
industry standards. There are also strict
deadlines to complete a task within a few
seconds or minutes.

When workers raised their concerns to
the companies, they were sacked and
their unions dismantled.

Most Al tech workers are unaware of
the large tech company they are working
for and are engaged in online gig work.
This is because, to minimise costs, Al
companies outsource the work through
intermediary digital platforms. There are
subcontract workers in these digital
platforms who are paid per “microtask”
they perform. They are constantly
surveilled, and if they fall short of the
targeted output, they are fired. Hence, the
labour network becomes fragmented and
lacking transparency.

The advancement of Al is powered by
such “ghost workers.” The lack of
recognition and informalisation of their
work helps tech companies to perpetuate
this system of labour exploitation. There
is a need to bring in stricter laws and
regulations on Al companies and digital
platforms, not just on their content in the
digital space, but also on their labour
supply chains powering Al, ensuring
transparency, fair pay, and dignity at
work.

Unseen labour, exploitation: the hidden human cost of
Artificial Intelligence

T ¥, MYoT: FAW giegaar (A1) ot ol g8 ardi

[SING]

o Al’'s efficiency and accuracy are built on the invisible labour of low-paid workers in
developing countries.

Al B} S&rdT 3R THdT Aeaid S H HH Id U ard FHATGY & AT 47 R

3eTRa g

¢ From data labelling to content moderation, ‘ghost workers’ face exploitation, insecurity,
and mental health risks.

ST AT T ATR Hec AISIRM I, HIRE b’ B! T, SGRET 3R ARG Wy
SNRAH BT I BT IS 2
o Data annotators play a major role in training LLMs like ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.

S ChatGPT, Gemini 3M1f¢ St LLM &Y wfRiféra #_ & Hgayuf Yyt

ST TR

gl

Automated Economy and Human Labour

Taaferd Srfeuawr siiv

|9 4H
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The world is gearing towards an ‘automated economy’ where machines relying on artificial
intelligence (Al) systems produce quick, efficient and nearly error-free outputs.

g U wqTierd SfSIaRIr ST 3R 96 X8 &, ol WA, S PiAA ST (Al) yonfery
R MR T, A, FI SR T Ffefd URue IO B 8

However, Al is not getting smarter on its own; it has been built on and continues to rely on
human labour and energy resources.

gTalifas, Al 3109 MY SfRre AT 1Y 81 3971 8; TV Uia 9H iR FHoif JAre= IR F-m
TR R o M ag AW MRk B

These systems are fed information and trained by workers who are invisibilised by large tech
companies, and mainly located in developing countries.

S YUNerdt & TR SHamay gRT < ot ¢ SR ufRifér fva sirar 3, g 98 3@
Sl gRT 3Exg &1 3T o 7, iR 3 o =0 ¥ fawrasiia 3= & fRya 2

Areas of Human Involvement

HIFE AU & &3

A machine cannot process the meaning behind raw data.

TS TR Tt 1 & WIS &1 o g1 aagy Iavait |

Data annotators label raw images, audio, video, and text with information that trains Al
and Machine Learning (ML) models.

3T TR T A, Siifsal, difeal, 3R doRe ! Aad Bd § dlf U8 BRI Al 3R
w=i= affr (ML) Aiea &) uflRiféa &= 9% |

This becomes the training set for Al and ML models.

Tg Al 3R ML ATSeH & foru ufRieror A< 5= Srar g

Example: a large-language model (LLM) cannot recognise the colour ‘yellow’ unless the
data has been labelled as such.

216N Uh ATol-avael ATsd (LLM) “Hdr 371 & a9 I Uga el Jobdl oid ddb Sl Bl U
dAae ! fosan gl

Similarly, self-driving cars rely on information from video footage labelled to distinguish
between a traffic sign and humans on the road.

=4 @RE, W-aiferd HR AfST pew W ARk wvclt €, o ¢fthe T13+ ok Tsd W 9l &
e B F g ded 3 1S gl

The higher the quality of the dataset, the better the output, and the more human labour is
involved in creating it.

ot 31 Serie @i urawT, 31 SgR ATSTYE, IR U a9 § Ia-1 i AFa 9|
RUIE RS I

Data annotators play a major role in training LLMs like ChatGPT, Gemini, etc.

$¢T THIRER ChatGPT, Gemini S LLM &1 U3 $-- § Hg@yuf HffreT Aurd §1

An LLM is trained in three steps: self-supervised learning, supervised learning, and
reinforcement learning.

U LLM & oiF =Rl H ufRiférd fvar siran g: \a-fFRmt Wi, vdaféa e, o
HEeTH vl JrET|

In the first step, the machine picks up information from large datasets on the Internet.

Ugd TR, A $eve W 98 ST I THGR! U Hat g |

The data labellers or annotators enter in the second and third steps, where this
information is fine-tuned for the LLM to give the most accurate response.

32T TR TT TS gAY N7 TR =R01 H U3 R §, el 39 STHBRI BT LLM & g

T AP IW A & (ol WBIg--eg a1 ol |

Humans give feedback on the output the Al produces for better responses over time, as well
as remove errors and jailbreaks.

A4 Al GRT 3T YL R Wread <d § dlics THT P 1Y IR SR I &1, 3R Ffea
3R AT P! g A T |

This meticulous annotating work is outsourced by tech companies in Silicon Valley to
mainly workers in Kenya, India, Pakistan, China, and the Philippines for low wages and
long working hours.
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%@ﬁﬂﬂhﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁﬁm TS U I &1, UIRd, UTfbe,
CiC] m%mﬁwﬁﬁwaﬂqeﬁmﬁaﬂaﬁ$ﬁwmmwél

Data labelling can be of two types: those which do not require subject expertise and those
which are more niche and require subject expertise.

ST AT &1 UHR &1 81 Ahall o: d foreh fore faerr fawgran &1 sira=adhdl g1 gt $iR 4
o St famiug ofR fawar fatwsran &t A #va B

Several tech companies have been accused of employing non-experts for technical
subjects that require prior knowledge.

B8 P HUMYI IR AR & fob § dop-ie! fawal & g Ax-fagius ) Fged s 8, B od
TH BT TG Bl B
This contributes to errors in the output produced by Al.

T8 Al RT I 33eye | Ffeal &1 aneH a8

Example: a data labeller from Kenya revealed they were tasked with labelling medical
scans for an Al system intended for healthcare, despite lacking relevant expertise.

TGV BT BT TP ST AdeR 1 Fd17 fo I TR SW@HTH & fore Al Rew & fow
AfSHd T dgd HA BT SR U7 41, S&fd 370 Uy Jefdd fagugrar Tal

Due to errors resulting from this, companies are starting to ensure experts are used for such
information fed into the system.

SO 30T Ffedl & HRUI, HUFTT g AT BIAT L& PR ol § 19 39 DR B BRI
Rren ¥ fagtugi gR1 STl S|

Automated Features Requirin Hungans

Even features marketed as ‘fully automated’ are often underpinned by invisible human
work.

gl de b ot faRiaTd quf =0 3 waanferer & 9 & 3t o7 §, 9 SRR 3Exd g 47 W
TR B €

Example: Our social media feeds are ‘automatically’ filtered to censor sensitive and
graphic content.

ITEUT: BHR W HifEar v o) Tqanferd U & ftheex fovar orar g arfe dagashia ik
Tftee |t &1 AR foran S 9 |

This is only possible because human moderators labelled such content as harmful by going
through thousands of uncensored images, texts, and audio.

Ig Had ST YYd § Rifds HIFF ATeYex - golR! SRR Pt TS 3, TRe 3R Srifsar
GEHR U U &) gI®R® & ¥U ¥ dad &bl

The exposure to such content daily has been reported to cause severe mental health issues
like post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, and depression in the workers.

= UHR B G 3 Ao Gucb @ a3 7R HRIP W@ ST 99 te-
crAfe® W fegaisr, fiar 3R srawre 811 @ Ruld &1 7 g1
Similarly, there are voice actors and actors behind Al-generated audios and videos.

30 g, digw Taed 3R Alwfa Sfifsar ok difsat & Wi & siftmar Wi 8ld &1

Actors may be required to film themselves dancing or singing for these machines to
recognise human movements and sounds.

3 TR GRT AT Sfigtasl 3R ATarell &l Uga- & fog, sfiAarstt & g &1 Ared ar
Td ¢ fredm = us I&ar gl

Children have also been reportedly engaged to perform such tasks.

ROCT & SFUR, F= & 1l T8 &1 S & e avmran | g

In 2024, Al tech workers from Kenya sent a letter to former U.S. President Joe Biden about
poor working conditions.

2024 H, $=UT & Al dP-iich! SHAR Yd ATk Igufa it srge+ ! @vre Hrd afkfRufaar
& §R H U US|

The letter stated: “In Kenya, these US companies are undermining local labor laws, the
country’s justice system, and violating international labor standards. Our working
conditions amount to modern-day slavery.”
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T3 T g1 T “&h-a1 H, 3 St duf-rai R 9| ST, 31 3t =TT YUTTel! & SR
FR Y1 8 IR SHRITT Y AFPT BT Ieeio P 1 3 | THAR Pl URRfa smyfres grerar
& TR

Workers said the content they annotate ranges from pornography and beheadings to
bestiality for more than eight hours a day, for less than $2 an hour, which is very low
compared to industry standards.

HHARG! A Hgl [ o Il &1 3 THIce oRd § a8 THaTe! 3iR R P 9 das Uy
AT I Bl Tl 8, 3R T8 H faT o 3ims 6 | Siftre Teran 8, $2 ufay ge1 & $7 & daH
W, S SN ATH! Bt ga-1T § 9gd $A 5|

There are also strict deadlines to complete a task within a few seconds or minutes.

$O B B PO AP TT FE 7 R A & g »S qog-Hiwmg of g1 21

When workers raised concems, they were sacked and their unions dismantled.

S HHARA! A RIa IoT8, df 3¢ Sl o a1 77 SR I Wl Bt JHTed Hx fam |

Most Al tech workers are unaware of the large tech company they are working for and are
engaged in online gig work.

YD Al dHIP! HHAR! 3T IR H 3 g fob 3 frg 9t T HU—t & ot 11 HR W} &
3R 3 sifvars= i ord & &1 5

This is because, to minimise costs, Al companies outsource work through intermediary
digital platforms.

T 3O § Fifoh, AT & B & 1Y, Al Hul-ai ey f$frea wewmt & mem 9§
®rt r3eaRt Fxdl ¢ |

There are subcontract workers in these platforms who are paid per “microtask” they
perform.

3 WeHMH § We-Pi-ede HHARI BId 8, T8 d S “HISHIERD” FXd § SUD SR YT
o ST B

They are constantly surveilled, and if they fall short of targeted output, they are fired.

I AAR AR a1 91 8, 3R afe 3 aféra emseye &1 g §, dl 3% adt |
T i S 21

Hence, the labour network becomes fragmented and lacks transparency.

THR, 99 Aead @ed 81 o § 3R SUH UReRfar 781 gt

The advancement of Al is powered by such “ghost workers.”

Al T I T “yg SHaral” gRT qarfd g |

The lack of recognition and informalisation of their work helps tech companies
perpetuate this system of labour exploitation.

3% HTH Pt AT Bt HH 3R AFST UPHfa db-1ap! Hufal I 53 oA NWOT JorTedt o
§IE 3G § HEg Bl 5

There is a need to bring in stricter laws and regulations on Al companies and digital
platforms, not just on their content, but also on their labour supply chains, ensuring
transparency, fair pay, and dignity at work.

Ald '%WWWWWW@H@,WWMM{E&@W&
IR 1 T I SR Fraw am &1 sravadsdr 8, difes ureiRfar, 3fa aae, ok wrf &
TRAT AT 81 9 |
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To cut imports, govt.
to pick 100 items for
local manufacture

The Centre’s move is aimed at encouraging private sector to expand its

capacity so as to substitute imports with domestic production

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he government is in
T the process of fina-

lising a list of 100
products that India im-
ports in large amounts but
has domestic capacity to
manufacture, a Commerce
Ministry official said.

The aim is to support
these sectors — which in-
clude engineering goods,
plastics, chemicals, and
pharmaceuticals, among
others — and encourage
the private sector to ex-
pand its capacity so as to
substitute imports with
domestic production.

“We are focussing on re-
ducing the dependency on
certain geographies so that
supply-chain disruptions
would not happen,” the of-
ficial said, on the condition

Homeward looking: The idea is to focus on the concepts of
‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Atmanirbharta’ THE HINDU

of anonymity as this exer-
cise has not yet been com-
pleted.

“We are trying to see
that our dependency re-
garding critical items
should not be adversely
impacted,” the official said.

“We have identified
about 100 products where
we have huge imports and
at the same time we have

some domestic capacity,”
he added. “We feel that
those imports could be re-
placed by the domestic ca-
pacity by improving the ca-
pacity utilisation of those
manufacturing facilities
within the country.”

The idea, he added, was
to focus on the concepts of
‘Swadeshi’ and
‘Atmanirbharta’.

To cut imports, govt. to pick 100 items for local

manufacture
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The Centre’s move is aimed at encouraging the private sector to expand its capacity so as
to substitute imports with domestic production.
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The govemment is in the process of finalising a list of 100 products that India imports in
large amounts but has domestic capacity to manufacture, a Commerce Ministry official
said.
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The aim is to support these sectors — which include engineering goods, plastics,
chemicals, and pharmaceuticals, among others — and encourage the private sector to
expand its capacity so as to substitute imports with domestic production.
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“We are focussing on reducing the dependency on certain geographies so that supply-

chain disruptions would not happen,” the official said, on the condition of anonymity as this
exercise has not yet been completed.

TH P WD &l W PR 60 633 W e bfad o1 Y8 § difth Fearg-a= § aremg
3MY,” SHTIHRY A AT &1 37l IR T i T8 ufekan ot ot 78t g3 &

“We are trying to see that our dependency regarding critical items should not be adversely
impacted,” the official said.
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“We have identified about 100 products where we have huge imports and at the same time
we have some domestic capacity,” he added.
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We feel that those imports could be replaced by the domestic capacity by improving the
capacity utilisation of those manufacturing facilities within the count
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The idea, he added, was to focus on the concepts of ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Atmanirbharta’.
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